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Beauty comes with 

maintenance 

Creating footpaths for the 

immersive experience 

Wildflowers encourage visitors 

Demoiselle 

Meadow Brown on Knapweed 

Large Skipper on Bird’s-Foot Trefoil 



Marton Diary 

Events 

NB  Please note the deadline 
for the September Newsletter 
is Sunday 23 August 2026.   
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July 

  3      Mobile Library             11.30 

  5      Church: Holy Communion       10.30  

  7    Village Hall AGM        19.30 

  9      Afternoon Teas               14.00  

11      Great Marton Get Together 

14      Marton Parish Council        19.30  

17    Marton Cinema         20.00 

19      Church:: Holy Communion       10.30    

25      Churchyard Cleaning        14.00     

26      Marton Walkers          11.00  

30      Church Coffee Morning        10.30 

31      Mobile Library             11.30 

31      Foodie Friday – Village Hall     18.00 

  

August 

  2      Church: Holy Communion       10.30            

13      Afternoon Teas         14.00  

14 MPFA Pavilion Friday           18.00 

16     Church: Holy Communion       10.30  

26 Marton Cinema         20.00 

28      Mobile Library             11.30 

30      Church: Long Itchington       10.30    

30      Marton Walkers          11.00  

 

September 

  5      Marton Charity Fun Day   11.00    

25      Mobile Library         11.30 

 

Do sign up for the 

village group email, 

and/or WhatsApp 

to keep in touch 

with village life 

If you want to be added to 

either group contact:                

lummisrob@gmail.com 

Next Marton Parish 

Council Meeting 
7.30pm  

Tuesday  

14 July 2026 

 at the Village Hall 



  Marton News 

Newsbites 

 Summer Hassles 

At this time of the year, we do 

experience what now appear to 

be more frequent spells of hot 

weather, leading to windows 

being left open; though, as 

Miranda will point out, 

hopefully not overnight, for 

security's sake. 

However, the sheer joy of hot 

summer days and warm nights 

can turn into teeth-gnashing 

frustration when one person’s 

rubbish clearing, bonfire, noisy 

dogs and rousing outdoor 

music can blight the 

neighbours’ fresh-air peace. 

Please be thoughtful! 

Marton Community Network – 
We can still help! 

As many of you are aware, before lockdown 
started a small group representing the Parish 
Council,  Church and  Village Hall  met to 
discuss how to support the Marton 
community. We all believe it’s beneficial to 
work together and support each other. 

So if you need some help with: 

 Picking up shopping or 
prescriptions 

 Posting mail 

 A friendly phone call 

 Urgent supplies 

 Transport to a medical 
appointment...or just a lift to 
the shops 

Please make contact with either: 
 
Helen on:   07793 213048 or 
Helen.Keeves@hotmail.co.uk  
or Rob on:  07764 377163 or 
lummisrob@gmail.com 

  

Please don’t be afraid to ask! 

 
We will be happy to arrange for you to 
receive the help you need. Please 
remember you should only accept help from 
people you know and trust - always ring for 
clarification if you are not sure. 

A big thank you: to all the wonderful 
volunteers who continue to support the 
Marton Community with offers of help! 

Thanks for reading, please take care and 
stay safe. 

Rob (Marton Parish Council)  
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  Marton News 

Newsbites A Litter Free Village? 

There have been occasions over the last 

few months 

when this has 

been achieved, 

thanks to the 

efforts of 

Logan Keeves 

(with a little 

help from the 

family). 

As part of the community service for his 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award, Logan 

has been doing litter picks around the 

village since January. Although this was 

supposed to be for just three months, he 

did his last clearance in June. 

99.9% of the litter is 

produced by those 

who use the main 

road. The rest of the 

village is pretty clear 

thanks to the tidy 

residents! 

We will never solve 

the problem 

created by the main road users, but with 

willing volunteers, we will continue to tidy 

up after them. Thanks you Logan! 
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Afternoon Teas  

for All 

Marton Village 

Hall 

2.00pm 

Thursday  

9 July 2026 

 

If you are at home 

on the second 

Thursday 

afternoon of the 

month come and 

Take a Break! 

 

Good company 

and good scoff 



  Marton News 

Marton Wildflowers 

Marton Wildflower 

Success 

Like a fine wine, wildflower 

meadows improve with age. It 

takes patience to wait for the 

benefits to accrue, but at long 

last, the evidence of 

improvement is becoming 

increasingly obvious. 

In previous reports, it has 

been stressed how important 

it is that soil fertility is 

gradually reduced to provide 

the best conditions for 

wildflowers. This entails the 

time-consuming task of 

collecting and removing 

grass cuttings after 

mowing, rather than 

leaving them to 

decompose and return 

nutrients to the soil. 

Over time, this process 

helps reduce the vigour 

of coarse grasses and creates space for a 

wider variety of flowers to thrive. 

Another important ingredient in the success 

of our meadows is Yellow Rattle. This 

fascinating native plant is partially parasitic 

on grass roots, taking some of its nutrients 

from neighbouring grasses and helping to 

reduce their dominance. It was one of the 

species included when the meadow areas 

were first established, and this year we have 

seen a significant increase in its abundance. 

In some areas this has already led to a 

noticeable thinning of the grass sward, 

allowing other wildflowers more room to 

flourish. 

Alongside 

this, we are 

beginning 

to see an 

increase in 

some of 

the finer 

meadow 
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  Marton News 

grasses, including Crested Dog’s-tail, a 

characteristic species of traditional 

wildflower meadows. Unlike the more 

vigorous grasses often found in improved 

grassland, Crested Dog’s-tail provides 

structure and habitat without overwhelming 

the flowers and is a welcome sign that the 

meadow is continuing to develop in the right 

direction. 

Marton Wildflowers 

Flowering occurs in waves 

throughout the season, with 

different species taking their 

turn in the spotlight. Earlier in 

the spring we enjoyed an 

excellent display of Cowslips, 

while Bird’s-foot Trefoil is 

currently adding vibrant 

splashes of yellow and orange 

across many of the meadow 

areas. Keep an eye out over 

the coming weeks for 

Common Knapweed, with its 

rich purple flowers, together 

with a variety of vetches, 

selfheal and other meadow 

species. Even the grasses tell a 

story, with the distinctive seed 

heads of Crested Dog’s-tail 

becoming increasingly 

noticeable as the meadow 

matures. 

The meadows are not just 

about flowers. They support a 

huge range of insects including 

bees, butterflies, hoverflies 

and beetles, which in turn 

provide food for birds, 

amphibians and small 

mammals. Every year the 
5 

Large Skipper on Bird’s-Foot Trefoil 

Meadow Brown on Knapweed 



  Marton News 

Marton Wildflowers 

meadows become a little 

more established and 

supports a little more wildlife. 

During management work it is 

not uncommon to see frogs, 

toads and small mammals 

making use of the cover 

provided by the taller 

vegetation. 

As the meadow matures, 

management is also evolving. 

While most of the area 

continues to thrive under the 

existing regime, some small 

patches are beginning to be 

managed differently where 

certain grasses have become 

locally dominant. This 

targeted approach helps 

maintain diversity across the 

site while allowing the 

meadow to develop naturally. 

By focusing management on 

specific areas, we can 

encourage the continued 

spread of wildflowers and 

maintain a rich variety of 

habitats across the meadow. 

Visitors can enjoy a closer look 

at the wildflowers and 

wildlife from the mown access routes and 

picnic area within the large meadow behind 

the museum. These provide opportunities to 

experience the meadow at close quarters 

while helping to protect the wider habitat. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported 

the project over the years. What began as a 

long-term investment in nature is now 

maturing into a colourful and increasingly 

diverse community asset. As the meadow 

continues to develop, we can look forward to 

increasing diversity, more wildlife, and a rich 

mosaic of flowers and grasses that changes 

from year to year and season to season. 

Help Needed in July/August 

The next work is to cut down the 

wildflowers. This 

was done in 

August previously, 

but given the 

recent weather, it 

may be in July this 

year. As ever, it will 

be important to 

collect the cuttings 

after a few days, 

allowing the seeds to separate. If this is not 

done, the composted cuttings will return 

fertility to the soil, and we will take a few 

steps backwards. Low fertility = more 

wildflower variety. 
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  Marton News 

Walking in the Countryside, 

Footpaths, Dogs and Landowners 

For those who 

live, work and 

enjoy leisure in 

the countryside 

around Marton, 

concerns from 

walkers and 

landowners are 

pleasingly rare. 

When they do 

crop up, it is worth bearing the respective 

concerns in mind. 

The official government Country Code boils 

down to a few  basic points: 

 be considerate to those living in, working 

in and enjoying the countryside 

 leave gates and property as you find them 

 give wild animals, livestock and horses 

plenty of space. Their behaviour can be 

unpredictable, especially when they are 

with their young, and you could get hurt. 

This latter point can be an issue for dog 

walkers who are requested to: 

 keep your dog under effective control to 

make sure it stays away from wildlife, 

livestock, horses and other people unless 

invited. You should: 

Countryside Code 

 always keep your dog on a 

lead or in sight 

 be confident your dog will 

return on command 

 make sure your dog does 

not stray from the path or 

area where you have the 

right of access. 

Although it is not required to 

keep dogs on a lead, except 

where livestock are in a field, 

ask yourself how certain is it 

that they are not disturbing 

ground-nesting birds? 

Landowners' legal 

responsibility is to ensure 

footpaths are kept clear. The 

Farming Advice Service 

explains that: 

 cross-field paths need to be 

clear even within a 

fortnight after ploughing. 

 Also, before a crop grows to 

15cm, the crop should be 

removed from the path.  

 Clear access should be 

maintained throughout the 

growing season. 
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Marton Village Hall 

Events 

Marton 200 Club 
Winners 

Congratulations to the 
following 200 Club members 
who have won cash prizes of 
between £40 and £10 in the 
latest draws. 

Our lucky winners are:  
M Oliver,  
B Bayliss,  
D Woodbridge,  
A Leake,  
D Dawes,  
C Naylor,  
F Chambers,  
A Heath,  
W Shayler,  
D Fry,  
C de Courcy  
and C Webb. 

The Village Hall committee 
would like to thank all our 
members for their continuing 

support.  

New members are always welcome and if 
you are interested in taking part please 
contact Dyan at The Cottage Garden 

dyanh@btinternet.com  01926 633243 
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We will also continue to show the 

Football World Cup & Rugby 

Nations Cup games in July                     

Look out for further details 



Marton Village Hall 

 Meeting 
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MARTON CINEMA – JULY 
 

We are delighted to be showing  
 

WUTHERING HEIGHTS 
on Friday 17 July  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Doors open 7.30pm,  

Film starting at 8.00pm 

Tickets £4 



Marton Village Hall 

Meeting 
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Marton Charity 

Meeting 
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Marton  

Charity Fun Day 
Saturday 5

 
September 2026 

11.00 - 4.00pm 

Marton Playing Fields 
 

 All your usual favourites + a few more... 

 Preserves 

 Danny’s Bar 

 BBQ 

 Pétanque 

 Refreshments 

 Tombola 

 Raffle 

 Maya 

 Lots of activities for Children & Adults 

 

All monies raised go towards Breast Cancer 

and Prostate Cancer UK  



Marton Heritage 

Ann's snippets 

A Fanatic in Marton 
Leamington Spa Courier  

20 July 1861   

“The quiet little village of 

Marton still continues to be 

the scene of considerable 

excitement and disturbance 

caused by the intrusion of a 

travelling preacher, who 

speaks his pernicious doctrine 

much to the annoyance of the 

inhabitants.  On Friday week 

he was honourably received 

by "A tin kettle" band, and 

accompanied to the boundary 

of the Parish, and it is hoped 

that he will have the good 

sense never to enter the 

village again”. 

NB A ‘tin kettle band’ was the 

description given to a group of 

people banging with sticks 

and spoons on a kettle, 

saucepans, buckets or any 

other noise making 

implements to drive 

unwanted visitors away from 

a place. 

Marton Museum  

Heritage Crafts Day 13 June 

The Museum volunteers were blessed with 

lovely weather for their first Heritage Crafts 

Day (similar to the Textile Day held a couple 

of years ago). Various stallholders 

demonstrated many craft skills and items for 

sale. The weather  provided a perfect day for 

the steady stream of visitors. The newly 

renovated MPFA pavilion made an attractive 

retreat for day-long refreshments. 

Crafts Displayed 

Philip Anderson (quilting) and his wife 
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Marton Heritage 

Margaret Taylor (toys from trash): Liz Hiorns 

(needle felting): Angela Pearson (Luceting & 

braiding) with help from Helen Tinker: Lynn 

White (quilling): Biddy (corn dollies): Clare 

Hodgson & Rob Buckler (Cyanograph): and 

Krys, of course, doing spinning. Then the 

Marton Art and Craft Group, Ann on museum 

duty (with around 30 visitors ) and Bernie & 

Sue Embleton on refreshments with Lisa, 

Janet and Alison. Together with Susan who 

was general factotum and photographer 

Marton Art and Craft Group 

I wish to congratulate the group on their 

teamwork, the standard of their exhibits, and 

their contribution to the museum's traditional 

crafts day. The group presented a varied skill 

set, showing their expertise in painting, fused 

glass, embroidery, rug work, card production, 

bag making, and, of course, Louise's lovely 

jewellery and Robert's chair. We thank Clare 

and Robert for demonstrating cyano graph 

Marton Museum 

techniques. 

The newly made banner was 

the star of the show; it 

beautifully illustrates the 

range of techniques 

individuals possess and the 

cooperation required to 

construct it.  The materials, 

the basic pattern of the flags, 

the lining, and the assembly 

owe much to the practical 

skills of Clare, Alison, Dy, and 

Sue. The banner has been 

hung in the pavilion, so do 

take some time to have a 

good look at it. I do not know 

of any other organisation 

with a group banner like this. 

It is an honour to be part of 

such an enthusiastic and 

multitalented group. Thank 

you for all your efforts and 

for sharing skills and ideas. 

The village has a long-

standing tradition of arts and 

crafts, both at the 

professional and, as in this 

case, amateur level. 

Excellent.             

                                      Joan 
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Marton Museum 

Meeting 
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Marton Activity 

Events 
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The Next  

Marton Parish Council Meeting 

7.30pm Tuesday  

14 July 2025 

 at the Village Hall 

Friday Night at the Pavilion 

14 August 2026 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
Enjoy an evening with friends and neighbours at the playing fields 

and watch the sunset over Martonshire.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The MPFA will be opening the pavilion and hosting, soft drinks, 

teas and coffees.  If you prefer something stronger – feel free to 

bring your own bottle.   

The table tennis, pétanque, goal posts and other games will be set up for 

the energetic. For those who prefer to take it a bit easier the picnic 

benches will be available.  A perfect way to unwind after a busy week.   



  Marton Enterprise 

Marton Garage 

Marton Garage Update 

Hello Martonians, allow me to 

present the July update from 

Marton Garage. I have been 

graciously complimented on 

my composition of these 

newsletters. Crafting them is a 

genuine enjoyment of mine; it 

allows my creative mind to 

flow. 

In recent weeks, we have had 

the pleasure of MoT-ing a 

Lancia Delta and an incredibly 

rare Peugeot 205 T16, 

courtesy of our friends at 

Tolman Motorsport. Seeing 

automotive icons like that in the garage 

makes the hard work worthwhile! 

I am focused on strengthening the garage 

processes & streamlining operations. As we 

see an influx of workload, my admin time has 

increased significantly. I find myself working 

into the early hours of the morning most 

days to stay on top (I do all our accounting, 

VAT return, etc.), which obviously isn’t 

healthy in the long run. With that in mind, 

please be patient with me if I don’t answer 

the phone straight away or I’m not at the 

garage when you swing by - I will get back to 

you in due course. 

I am researching a digital management 

system to streamline our diary and bookings. 

This will link directly with our accounting 

software, reducing admin time and 

digitalising the diary. The future! 

Additionally, we are looking to purchase an 

R1234yf air-conditioning unit as soon as 

funds allow. This will allow us to cater to post

-2019 vehicles. We already have the R134a 

machine (for pre-2019 cars), but as ever, 

they’ve changed the requirements. 

Investing in time-saving tech means I can 

16 



Marton Enterprise 

spend more time focusing on what matters 

most - delivering the best service that I can. 

Being a mechanic means spending all day on 

my feet. I’ve had a surgery consultation for 

severe varicose veins. Whilst it is unusual for 

my age (33), it’s the nature of the trade. I am 

looking to have the surgery in August-

September, which will put me out of action 

for 1-2 weeks. 

Don't worry about bookings just yet. I will 

send a dedicated email to the Marton group 

closer to the time to confirm the exact dates 

of when Marton Garage will be closed. During 

that time, my Father may be able to cover 

some MoT’s, but as many of 

you know, I am the heart and 

soul of Marton Garage. 

Outside of the garage, my 

automotive photography 

hobby has been thriving. I 

have been added to the 

British Motor Museum’s 

reserve list for event 

photographers. 

I’ve also joined the media 

team for an exciting new car 

event organisation, for which 

we have secured the Hatton 

Arms as a venue for cars & 

coffee meets. Details can be 

found on Instagram 

@commonground_automotive. 

We are hoping to have a 

website in the near future. 

Thank you all for your 

continued support, as always. 

Enjoy the sun, get those 

champagne glasses out and 

have a fantastic summer! 

Arthur at Marton Garage 

Marton Garage 
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An Arthur special photograph 



  Marton Church 

Church News 

St Esprit Church in 

Marton 

You are always welcome to St 

Esprit Church Marton.  Below 

are the services currently 

planned, please see St. Esprit 

Church, Marton - A Church 

Near You, Marton WhatsApp/

email/Facebook or the church 

noticeboard for confirmed 

details. Please contact us in 

person or by email 

(StEspritMarton@gmail.com) 

with any queries or if you want 

to be included on our Church 

mailing list (email or posted). 

Although we do not have a 

18 

Priest-in-Charge at this time, the PCC 

continues to support you all pastorally. If 

you would like to discuss baptisms, 

weddings, home visits, hospital visits, 

funerals, foodbank support or any other 

pastoral needs or concerns, please contact 

Jenny Walsh confidentially on 

07940236628, the PCC via 

StEspritMarton@gmail.com or in person 

with any members of the PCC.  

The church is always open and a space for 

all to use, please take time to enjoy the 

coolness on a hot day or the peace if you 

are feeling stressed. Help yourself to a 

drink, biscuits or the gifts near the 

meditation space and make time for 

contemplation. 

 CHURCH SERVICES – all are very welcome 

to every service; we will be joined by clergy 

friends of St Esprit for Holy Communion. 

- Sunday 5 July – Holy Communion service, 

join us from 10.15am for a cuppa and cake 

to start at 10.30am. 

Note: there will be no ‘In the Spirit ‘services 

in July and August. 

- Sunday 19 July – Holy Communion service, 

join us from 10.15am for a cuppa and cake 

to start at 10.30am. 

As we go to press church services are not 



  Marton Church 

July 2.00pm – The 

churchyard is growing very 

quickly so any help is greatly 

appreciated at any time, our 

young Duke of Edinburgh 

Award helpers typically come 

from 4.30 on a Wednesday, 

weather permitting. 

Particular needs are 

strimming and/or mowing 

around the graves from the 

copper beech to the kissing 

gate and weeding the graves. 

If you would like further 

information please come 

along or talk to Joe 

StEspritMarton@gmail.com.  

The Book Shelves in St Esprit 

are well stocked – please pop 

in and grab a book or six, 

donations are appreciated 

but not essential. We cannot 

keep non-fiction or 

hardbacks as we just do not 

have the room, so please 

don’t leave these in church. 

Thank you for your 

understanding. 

yet confirmed for August but we are hoping to 

hold Holy Communion Services on Sunday 2 

August and Sunday 16 August. 

CONGRATULATIONS to our dear friend Rachel 

Knight who was ordained in Derby Cathedral 

on 21 June. Some of you may remember 

Rachel from when she lived in The Orchard. 

We send her and husband Alan our love and 

best wishes for this exciting new chapter in 

their lives in rural Derbyshire. 

CITY PRAISE AND WORSHIP is happening at 

the Butterworth Hall, Warwick Arts Centre CV4 

7FD on Sunday 5 July. Tickets for this event are 

free and can be booked via citypraise.org (Not 

through the booking office at Warwick Arts 

Centre!) 

COFFEE MORNING  

 Thursday 30 July, 10.30 - 12 noon. Coffee 

mornings are a lovely time for those available 

to gather together, with 

lots of chat and lots of 

cake, each month is 

different and everyone 

is always welcome.  We 

will take a break in August and hold the next 

coffee mornings on Thursday 24 September. 

CHURCHYARD TIDYING & CHURCH CLEANING 

Wednesdays 4.30pm onwards, Saturday 25 

Church News 
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Marton Adverts  

Church Services 
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Don’t Forget our advertisers when you  

  are stuck for help. The next few  

   pages offer trusted, mainly village 

    businesses who can deal with the 

following  

 Any Roofing issues 

 Plastering problems 

 Top notch Baby Equipment 

 Quality Honey 

 Quality Lawn care 

 Window cleaning 

 Car problems 

 Electrical problems 

 Aching muscles 

 Yoga 



Marton Adverts  
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Marton Adverts  
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Marton Adverts  
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 Marton Adverts  
 



25 

  Marton Adverts 



  Marton Adverts  
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 Marton Contacts  

Outside the village 

 

 

Emergency Contacts 

    Gas:       0800 111 999  

    Water:      0800 7834444 

    Electricity:     0800 0568090 

    Floodline:     0345 988 1188    

    NHS Direct:     111  
 

Rugby Borough Council       01788 533533   

           www.rugby.gov.uk 

Warwickshire County Council      01926 410410   
           www.warwickshire.gov.uk 

Councillors 

Borough Councillor   Dale Keeling      07895 360422 
           dale.keeling@rugby.gov.uk  

County Councillor    Dale Keeling      07895 360422   

 

Member of Parliament 

Jeremy Wright (Conservative)      01926 853650   
           jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk  

Warwickshire Police 
Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team 

To contact the team directly (not for reporting a crime) 01788 853851   

To report a crime or any suspicious incident   101 

In an emergency        999 

PC ??              Sebastian.payne@warwickshire.police.uk 
email: rrs.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

Twitter: @RugbyCops 
Rugby Police Station, Newbold Road,  

Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2DH 

Rugby Anti-Social Behaviour Wardens    0800 096 8800 

 

24-hour Free Confidential Helplines 

Childline (for under 19s)   childline.org.uk   0800 1111    

MHM Coventry & Warks  mhm.org.uk   0800 616 171    

Samaritans    samaritans.org   08457 90 90 90   

Young Minds Crisis Messenger youngminds.org.uk  Text YM to 85258 
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 Marton Contacts 

 Inside the village 

Marton Parish Council  

     Clerk:      Louise Hollings   clerk@martonparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

                                       

Councillors:     Faye Chambers      (Contact via the Clerk)  
       Rob Lummis  
       David Fry        
       Mike Taylor  
       Sarah Heath 

Village Organisations 

 Marton Newsletter  (Editorial) David Fry    01926 632936 

 Marton Newsletter (Advertising) Sharon Edwards       sharon.edwards0@googlemail.com 

     Marton Vicar            

             

     Village Hall     Maya Van Der Galien  07537853866  
                    villagehall.marton@gmail.com  

Playing Field Association  Dinyar Baria  

Marton Community Network  Rob Lummis    07764 377163 

Marton Pig Club    Andrew Heath                   07515911926 
            sausages.marton@gmail.com 

Neighbourhood Watch   Miranda Aston   07931 770249  

Marton Museum    David Fry    01926 632936 

Local History     David Fry    01926 632936 

Marton Art     Joan Sherratt   01926 632837 

            jmsherratt@btinernet.com 

Marton Walkers    Mike Johnson   01926 632960 

Church Warden    Jenny Walsh   01926 632547   

Emergency Flood Group  Parish Council  See contacts above  

 

Snow Warden     

 

Website 

www.martonvillage.com:                                newsletter@martonvillage.com 
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Pleasure from the Playing Fields is not 

just the revamped Pavilion 

Keep Marton Tidy 

Marton Museum Heritage Craft Day 

Marton Art & Craft Group Banner 

-now in the Pavilion 




