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St Esprit Book of Condolences 

Zena & Donna queuing 

for the Queen’s lying in 

state at  

Westminster Hall 



   Marton Diary 

Events 

 

NB Please note the deadline  

      for the November  

       Newsletter is  

       Sunday 23 October. 
1 

October 

2   In The Spirit          18.30   

7   Mobile Library              19.30    

13   Retirees’ Tea                  14.00  

16      All Age Church Service        11.30       

22      Annual Cancer Charity Sale         10.00 

22      Churchyard Working Party         10.30 

23      Holy Communion         11.30 

25      Church Coffee Morning  

    (NB Not Thursday)                10.30 

28   Mobile Library              11.00 

28      Marton Cinema: Downton Abbey 20.00 

30      Church Service Long Itchington      9.30 

30   Marton Walkers                10.00 

31   Marton Local History Group       19.30 

 

November 

  8    Marton Parish Council                19.30 

 10    Retirees’ Tea                 14.00 

18      Mobile Library          11.00  

26      Churchyard Working Party          10.30  

27      Marton Walkers               10.00  

28   Marton Local History Group       19.30  

 

Sign up for the 
village group 

email, which is 
invaluable for 
keeping you in 

touch with  
village life. 

 
If you want to be added 

to the group contact:                
admin@martonvillage.

com 

Don’t Forget 

Retirees’ Tea 

Marton Village Hall 

2.00pm Thursday  

13 October 2022 

All Welcome 
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Newsbites 

Cost of Living Help in 
Difficult Times 

Citizen’s Advice - can help you 
with your  household income 
issues 

Free, confidential, impartial 
advice. 

Get help to make sure you are 
receiving all the benefits you 
are entitled to. 

• Last year, as an example, 
South Derbyshire’s Citizen’s 
Advice helped their clients 
increase their income by 
£4.7million. 

• Freephone advice-line  
0808 250 5702 Mon-Fri 
9.00am-2.00pm 

For advice and support with 

• Benefits 

• Employment 

• Debt and money 

• Housing 

• Energy 

• Relationships and family 

• Discrimination 

https://
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/ 

COVID-19: Marton Community 
Network – We can still help! 

As many of you are aware, before lockdown 
started a small group representing the Parish 
Council,  Church and  Village Hall  met to 
discuss how to support the Marton community. 
We all believe it’s beneficial to work together 
and support each other. 

As a result, if you are self-isolating because of 
COVID-19 and need some help with: 

 Picking up shopping or 
prescriptions 

 Posting mail 

 A friendly phone call 

 Urgent supplies 

 Transport to a medical 
appointment 

Please make contact with either: 
 
Helen on:   07793 213048 
Helen.Keeves@hotmail.co.uk  
or Rob on:      lummisrob@gmail.com or  
      07764 377163 

Please don’t be afraid to ask! 
 

We will be happy to arrange for you to 
receive the help you need. Please remember 
you should only accept help from people you 
know and trust - always ring for clarification if 
you are not sure. 

A big thank you: to all the wonderful 
volunteers who continue to support the 
Marton Community with offers of help! 

Thanks for reading, please take care and 
stay safe. 

Rob (Marton Parish Council)  
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the volunteers on the route 
were very helpful.  After four 
hours we arrived at the end of 
Westminster Bridge. 

It took a further two hours to 
reach the entrance to 
Westminster Hall!  We were 
just at the top of the steps 
when the ‘hammers’ sounded 
and everything stopped.  We 
felt so lucky to have a perfect 
view of the changing of the 
soldiers on vigil, with time to 
pause and admire the ancient 
roof and the coffin under the 
royal standard.  The white 
flowers were beautiful and the 
small crown glittered in the 
bright lighting.  After twenty 
minutes the queue set off 
again, we were in the left hand 
lane, allowing disabled visitors 
to filter in so the pace felt 
leisurely.  It was an amazing 
spectacle, quite magical! 

Afterwards we visited St James 
Park and Buckingham Palace to 
admire the flowers.  It was a 
beautiful day and the flags 
hung all along the Mall.  Many 
people were already gathering, 
preparing to stay until the 

  Marton News 

Queen Elizabeth 1922-2022 Marton’s Experience of the Passing 
of the Queen 

Zena & Donna’s Day in London 

Donna and I really wanted to go to London 
for the Lying-in-State and to pay our 
respects to Queen Elizabeth II after her 
seventy years of dedicated service.   

We caught the 7.50am train from Rugby.  
When we emerged from the underground 
station we followed the queue away for 
fifty minutes until we could join the end.  
We then walked back along past HMS 
Belfast admiring the view including the 
Shard, Big Ben and the Covid wall with all 
the hearts.  

We made queue buddies, like the chap 
from Hong Kong who was bringing his 
daughter to boarding school and taking 
loads of photos, along with many friendly 
Londoners.  It was a lovely atmosphere 
with everyone talking about the Queen and 
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  Marton News 

Queen Elizabeth 1922-2022 

funeral on Monday.  We had 
time for something to eat 
before catching the train that 
evening to Marton, happy 
that we had been able to 
enjoy the occasion and to say 
thank you  for her 70 year 
reign. 

Experience of 
Commemoration in Malta 

Dy and Adam Hewett were on 
holiday in Malta where they 
attended a 21 gun salute over 
the harbour in Valletta, the 
capital of the island. It was to 
coincide with the Queen’s 
coffin leaving Westminster 
Hall on the day of her funeral. 

The St Esprit Commemoration 

A one minute silence was marked in the 
church on the evening of the Sunday following 
the Queen’s death. A Book of Condolence was 
made available and was officially closed after 
the Holy Communion Service. The messages 
have been scanned and sent together (tagged 
to Marton, Warwickshire) to be part of the 
National Book of Condolence, thanks to the 
Church Wardens. 
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  Marton News 

Lias Line Worries 

Now that the Lias Line 
Greenway is open, we are 
really pleased to see everyone 
enjoying and sharing the path. 
However we have received a 
few reports of people taking 
dead wood and felled logs 
from the Greenway. 

The Greenway is now a 
designated habitat site for 
protected species such as 
great crested newts. 

Whilst it may seem 
inconsequential to take any 
fallen vegetation or felled logs 
from the disused railway line, 
there is a significant risk of 
disturbing newts that rest in 
them. 

Moving or taking any 
vegetation from the area is a 
breach of wildlife legislation 
and an offence. Please leave 
them undisturbed. 

If you spot such activity on 
the Greenway, I would be 
grateful if you would report it 
to Sustrans immediately at 
Birmingham@sustrans.org.uk 
with any details you can 
provide (time and location). 
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Symbols of Mourning 

Certain  traditions are associated with 
mourning, some are still practised, while 

others become less 
common with time. 

The traditional lowering 
of flags to half mast goes 
back more than three 
centuries. The flag on the 
pavilion was lowered for 
the period of mourning 
until Monday 19 

September when it was 
raised again (see below). 

Less common is wearing 
black for an extended 
period of mourning, as 
was the case in Victorian 
times. The mourning cape 
shown here, from the 
museum, is expensively 
embroidered and would 
have been worn by a 
wealthy individual. 

The Lias Line 

mailto:Birmingham@sustrans.org.uk
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The Great Marton Get Together 

 Great Marton! 

The Great Marton Get 
Together, held on 10 
September, was a huge 
success in bringing everyone 
together and raising money 
for the upkeep and 
improvement of the playing 
fields. 

The event opened with a 
minute silence to remember 
Queen Elizabeth II and 
throughout the afternoon 
many conversations cantered 
on genuine appreciation of 
our close community. 

It was thanks to the 
dedication of many 
volunteers, led superbly by 

the Marton Playing Fields 
Association, that the 

afternoon offered a great variety of diversion; 
everything from classic motors to a live bee 
display and professional massage tasters. 

Fun competition was on offer with a number 
of races, including ‘egg and spoon’ with water 
bombs instead of eggs for everyone from 
toddler to ‘old enough to know better’. At the 
other side of the field - and with only slightly 
less jeopardy - the pétanque tournament was 
a welcome addition to this year’s line-up, 
providing lots of amusement and an 
opportunity for berets to be worn in earnest. 

The Ben Cox Memorial Race was well fought 
and won by Toby Chambers (narrowly 
beating his reigning champion dad). Barely 
recovered, Toby then went on to absolutely 
smash the final in the impressively built ninja-
grade assault course. 

For those of us exhausted by watching all the 
sports, a stroll around the museum and the 
beautiful and varied classic motor display was 
a welcome break with ice cream, cake or beer 
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  Marton News 

  More Marton Petanque  

During the Great Marton Get 
Together a closely fought 
tournament pétanque 
tournament took place. Team 
“Les Amis” - consisting of 
Sally & Mark Duncan and 
Louise Barnfather - were the 
winners of the  2022 
Martonaise Pétanque 
competition.  

In case you caught the 
‘Boules Bug’, Sunday 

Pétanque starts at 5.30pm. 
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in hand. Refreshments were plentiful and high 
quality thanks to an excellent BBQ, well-
stocked bar, endless teas and museum ice 
lollies. 

Mention must also be made of the late 
afternoon mass tug-of-war; a favourite fixture 
for all ages, from those seriously heaving at the 
back, to those being lifted off the ground at the 

front! 

As events 
closed it 
was lovely 
to see the 
playground 
full with 
happy 
children 

while neighbours caught up over beers in the 
sunshine. Thank you MPFA and all volunteers 
involved; it was a truly great get together. 

The Great Get Together Day raised an 
amazing £873!   Great Result - but even more 
importantly it was a great day and enjoyed by 
many.  

The Great Marton Get Together 



  Marton Business  

Pestforce 

More on the Pest 
Universe! 

Wasps  

Latin: Vespula Vulgaris: 
Common Wasp  

So, what is the point of 
wasps??? 

Arhh! the much-maligned 
wasp, I often hear “I hate 
wasps, what is the point of 
them?” 

Well ironically, they’re 
nature’s pest controllers; a 
nest left to run its full life cycle 
will remove from the 
surrounding area 
approximately 25kg of 
caterpillars, flies and other 
insects that most gardeners 
would be glad to see the back 
of. They have a place in the 
environment and do a pretty 

good job at it. 

However, they do have a darker side, they 
put more people in hospital than any other 
pest in the UK. It’s not getting stung, it’s the 
accident that happens when you’re trying to 
get away from them after the first sting. Such 
as falling off a ladder, falling through a 
ceiling, or standing on a rake as you run 
away. 

Stings are dangerous, anaphylactic shock is 
rare, but does happen. There is no antidote 
for wasp stings, it’s a blood transfusion that 
could be required. 1 sting is very 
uncomfortable, 10-20 extremely painful, 50+ 
and you’ll be heading to hospital. Where you 
get stung has a great effect on the danger 
level, any stings around the neck/throat area, 
will result in swelling that can constrict the 
windpipe. 

So, if you’re thinking about climbing a ladder 
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Marton Business 

with some ant powder, think again please. 

When wasps attack on mass it’s because they 
believe their nest is under threat and they 
defend it very vigorously. 

Accidental disturbance of a nest is the most 
likely reasons wasps attack on mass. A nest in 
the ground and you mow or strim near it (it’s 
not clear if they sense the electro current 
from the motor, simply the vibrations or noise 
generated). The other one is cutting the 
hedge, and the nest is cut through or torn. 

The other big danger can be cans of pop, beer 
or cider: wasp enters can, and then when can 
is drunk 
from, wasp 
is either 
swallowed 
or at least in 
the mouth 
and delivers 
a sting. 
Again, this 
can be fatal 
due to 
swelling of 
the windpipe. Simple solution: pour all canned 
drinks into a glass! 

The main time they become a particular 
nuisance and bother us is when we are having 
BBQ’s. Towards the end of the wasp season, 
there is a feeding relationship between the 
workers and the larvae back in the nest: 
workers bring protein to the nest to feed the 

larvae, larvae respond by 
excreting honeydew (wasp 
honey, inedible to us) which 
is a sweet carbohydrate hit. 
Workers feed the larvae, 
larvae feed the workers, and 
at the end of season when 
there are a reducing number 
of larvae, the workers are not 
getting fed enough and they 
go in search of a sweet hit… 
our orange juice, cider, beer, 
sugary drinks and other 
sweet treats, and will hassle 
and sting to get it. 

If you get stung by a wasp it’s 
a female wasp, the sting in 
the tail is a modified ovulator 
(egg laying hypodermic 
barbless needle). Males, also 
known as drones, do one 
thing and one thing only: 
they exist to reproduce, then 
they die. 

As part of nest development, 
the workers adjust the 
protein levels provided to the 
larvae which then determines 
if the larvae will develop into 
a female worker, next year’s 
queens or a male drone. 

Another common phrase that 

Pestforce 
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  Marton Village Hall 

Pestforce 

raises a wry smile from your 

pest controller, from June 

onwards is: “Wasps have just 

arrived”. They in fact, haven’t 

just arrived, the queen arrived 

end April and started to 

construct this years’ nest. It 

starts the size of a golf ball 

and as her eggs hatch, 

develop through the larval 

stage and emerge as adults 

(just a dozen to start with) the 

nest starts to grow almost 

exponentially and at the end 

of the season, nests 3-4ft 

across/deep with up-to 5,000 

workers are not uncommon. 

During the early phase of the 

season, there simply isn’t 

enough of them to be 

noticed. 

Fun fact: 1960’s Italian icon, 

the Vespa Scooter is named 

after the wasp or Vespa as 

they are known in Italian: 

named so because they sound 

like a wasp in a can. 

Mark at Pestforce: Contact 

01926 266064 
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Marton 200 Club 

Congratulations to the following 200 Club 

members who have won cash prizes of 

between £40 and £10 in the latest draws. 

Our lucky winners are: P Palmer, Z Richards, 

C de Courcy, J Walsh, A Leake, J Collins, J 

Frodsham, R Lummis, J Lloyd, M Oliver, D Fry 

and C Hodgson. 

The Village Hall committee would like to 

thank all our members for their continuing 

support. 

If you don’t want to miss out on an 

opportunity to win cash prizes and would like 

to become a member for just £1 per number 

per month, please contact Dyan at:  

 

The Cottage Garden, North Street, Marton 

dyanh@btinternet.com  01926 633243 

mailto:dyanh@btinternet.com


  Marton Village Hall 
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Marton Cinema 



  Marton Parish 

Council 

Draft Minutes of Marton 

Parish Council (MPC) 

held on Tuesday 13 

September 2022 at 19.30  

Meeting Commenced at 19:40 

following a minutes silence in 

mark of respect to the passing 

of Queen Elizabeth. 

1. ATTENDANCE 

Cllr Mike Taylor, Cllr David 

Fry, Cllr Mark Hardy, Cllr Rob 

Lummis, Faye Chambers, 

Clerk Sarah Robson. 

2. APOLOGIES 

None. 

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

The minutes of the Parish 

Council meeting held on 12th 

July 2022 are to be signed off 

at the next planned meeting. 

4. DECLARATION OF 

INTEREST 

Cllr Fry 7.2. 

Cllr Taylor 7.8. 

5. POLICE ISSUES 
12 

5.1 Crime Report – No reports received 

5.2 Community Speed Watch - Two new 

Speedwatch locations have been approved in 

addition to the current location on Oxford 

Road outside the Black Horse. Oxford Road 

opposite North Street and Birdingbury Road. 

Two new members have joined Speedwatch 

and more members of the group are planned 

to be trained to use the gun going forward. 

There is still approximately £200 of funding 

to be spent. Cllr Hardy suggested trees and 

flowers on entry areas to the village are good 

ways to gain drivers' attention as they are 

entering a village and slow down. 

Noted 

6. PLANNING MATTERS 

Council reviewed planning matters listed 

below. 

6.1 R22/0543 - 3, LOUISA WARD CLOSE. 

Reconfigure front porch. Erection of single 

storey wrap around flat roof porch to existing 

side/rear of dwelling. Erection of extension 

to garage. 

No objections 

 

7. VILLAGE ISSUES 

7.1 Covid-19 Community Network – It was 

proposed the Network is used going forward 



  Marton Parish 

Long Itchington has organised 

a petition for a speed camera 

on the A423 and in his 

representations to WCC will 

add Marton Parish Council’s 

plea for more road safety 

measures. 

Police are being contacted to 

discuss speed checks along 

that road. 

7.8 Helicopters - Several 

complaints have been 

received about low flying 

helicopters over the village. 

Cllr Hardy to seek advice 

from RBC planning 

department and Cllr 

Chambers to raise with RBC’s 

Cllr Crane. 

 

8. VILLAGE UPDATES AND 

MAINTENANCE 

8.1 Marton Playing Field 

Association - Cllr Fry to work 

with the MPFA to get the 

memorial benches located. 

ACTION Cllr Fry 

Congratulations to the MPFA 
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for support with the cost of living increases. 

Cllr Lummis proposed another Network 

meeting to draft a plan. ACTION Cllr Lummis. 

7.2 Storage - There is no funding available from 

WCC. Warwickshire Green Shoots Grants have 

been considered, however the deadline is 19th 

September and as it is a Climate Change 

focused grant, may not be viable. 

National Lottery has a community fund for 

partnerships. Cllr Fry will look into this further. 

ACTION Cllr Fry. 

7.3 Re-Visiting the use of Solar Panels - WCC 

have a combined bulk buy scheme which could 

be an option. All councillors will look at the 

information a company has provided within 

Fusion for Business. ACTION All Cllrs. 

7.4 New path in The Orchard - RBC have 

received a quote of circa £2000 and have 

asked if the council will make a contribution to 

this. A vote in principle to offer £500 was made 

with a majority vote. 

7.5 Neighbourhood Watch update - Report 

from Miranda was read out and understood. 

7.6 Village vision survey progress update - The 

MPFA section has been split from the main 

questionnaire. Clerk and Cllr Fry to review 

survey packages and proceed accordingly. 

ACTION  Clerk & Cllr Fry. 

7.7 A423 Road Safety Issues—A resident from 

Council 



  Marton Parish 

Council 

for the organisation of the 

Marton Get Together - it was 

an excellent event. 

8.2 Defibrillators - A note has 

been issued to say some 

defibrillators are to be 

recalled. The Clerk will follow 

this up, along with the issued 

replacement batteries being 

the incorrect ones for the 

machines. ACTION  Clerk 

8.3 Roads and Footpaths - The 

Severn Trent manhole cover 

on Oxford Road is being 

escalated by WCC to Severn 

Trent to be fixed. 

8.4 Marton Practical Ecology 

Group (MPEG) - Thanks given 

to Sarah and David for 

organising the cutting and 

harvesting of the wild flower 

areas. It is requested the 

verges are to be cut once - 

Clerk to contact the 

contractor. ACTION  Clerk 

8.4.1 Biodiversity 

management – wildflower 

management as above, noted 

further trees would be 14 

beneficial to replace those lost during the 

summer drought. ACTION  Cllr Chambers. 

8.4.2 Recycling Project - No update - Cllr 

Chambers to instigate getting this moving 

forward. 

 

9. FINANCE 

To ratify that the following bills were paid 

between meetings: 

9.1 As of Bank Reconciliation 31 June 2022 

£16,089.94 

TOTAL MARCH EXPENSES £1,582.49 

MARCH INCOME £5,754.02 

ENDING MARCH BALANCE £16,089.94 

 

10. CLERK BUSINESS 

10.1 Clerks Employment Contract - Covered 

by the offer letter sent under T’s & C’s of 

Employment) 

10.2 Following Clerking Essentials training - 

Request to purchase MPC Clerk computer & 

phone - 

As the clerk has a separate profile set up on 

her computer for MPC and all files are held 

online, it was agreed there is no need to 

purchase a computer. 

As the clerk phone is already used for other 



  Marton Parish 

Crane from RBC to attend the 

next meeting to discuss road 

and street signage. - Noted. 

 

13. CHAIR ELECTION 

Cllr David Fry - Nominated by 

Cllr Chambers, Seconded by 

Cllr Lummis. 

 

12. DATE OF NEXT 

ORDINARY MEETING 

Tuesday 8 November at 

19.30pm, Marton Memorial 

Hall. 

15 

business and the volume of MPC related calls is 

very low, there is no need to purchase a 

phone. 

10.3 Request to purchase an up to date copy of 

Arnold Baker Local Council Administration 

book. 

(We have edition 9, edition 13 is about to be 

released.) - Not approved at this time. 

10.4 Preparation for; 

● Appointment of Independent internal 

Auditor - Clerk to find out more info about this. 

● Set Budget - Clerk to draft new budget and 

send it to Cllrs for review. 

● Set Precept - Noted. 

10.5 Finance system instead of Excel - Cllrs 

agreed this was not necessary for such a small 

number of transactions. Instead the Clerk has 

been approved to spend time tidying up and 

simplifying the existing Excel format. 

10.6 Outsource Payroll – discussed but not 

deemed necessary. 

10.7 Website Update request - Noted. 

 

12. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM / A.O.B. 

12.1 A note from Sustrans—(see page 5 of 

Newsletter). 

12.2 Road signage for the Orchard and 

Shepherd Street - Cllrs will request Emma 

Council 

Next Marton 

Parish Council  

Meeting  
7.30pm Tuesday  

8 November 2022 

 at the Village Hall 



  Marton Groups 

Nature/History 

Marton Nature—Jane 

October is an important 

month for wildlife, as some 

species will be fattening up 

for winter hibernation and 

others will be spending more 

time looking for food due to 

there being fewer 

invertebrates around to eat.  

Now is the time to take a step 

back from tidying up your 

garden.   Leave windfall fruit 

on the ground as a tasty food 

source for birds and mammals 

and bunch wood, twigs and 

leaves into a corner as a 

habitat for amphibians, 

insects and small mammals.  

Hedgehogs will appreciate a 

dish of meat-based cat food 

to prepare them for 

hibernation and birds 
16 

need calorific foods to help them survive 

colder nights, so put out fat balls or peanuts 

and sunflower seeds.    

Mulching your borders with dead leaves will 

increase worm activity in the soil and also 

provide a fantastic habitat for beetles, which 

in turn will be a great feast for the birds. 

Marton Local History Group 

We are back again this month with a 

series of meetings, always on the last 

Monday of every month at 7.30 in the 

village hall. 

‘Tales from the Graveyard’ 

7.30 Monday 31 October 

Marton Village Hall 

Appropriately for Halloween the 

committee will be presenting the 

backgrounds to a few specially chosen 

graves from St 

Esprit's 

Churchyard and 

the interesting 

stories that lay 

behind their long/

short lives. 



  Marton Groups 

to a herd of wild fallow deer.  

After stopping for a photo at 

the highest point of the 

estate, the group headed 

back down to the main village 

church before driving to Long 

Itchington for a meal.   

If you enjoy fresh air, 

countryside and good 

conversation then please 

consider joining Marton 

Walking Group.  We come 

together on the final Sunday 

of every month and meet at a 

local pub at 10.00am. Our 

walk usually takes around 2 

hours to complete which 

takes us on a circular route of 

about 4.5 miles. There is no 

obligation to walk every 

month – just come along 

when you have a free Sunday 

morning.  If you would like to 

join the WhatsApp group to 

hear about future Marton 

walks please email your 

mobile number to 

mikeofmarton@hotmail.com.   
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Marton Walkers 

In July the Marton walking group met at Lower 

Shuckburgh church, just outside of Napton on 

the Hill.   

We started the walk by using the gated road to 

Priors Marston and at the top of the hill turned 

left into Shuckburgh Estate. The circular walk 

around the estate took in some breath-taking 

scenery around the area of the county which 

borders Northamptonshire.   

The walk took us past Shuckburgh Hall, which 

has been the seat of the Shuckburgh family for 

over 1000 years! The hall, which has its origins 

in the 14th century, has been much altered 

over the years and was granted Grade 2 listed 

status in 1952. The 2500 acre estate now hosts 

corporate events and weddings at the church 

adjacent to the hall.  The parkland is also home 

Walkers 

mailto:mikeofmarton@hotmail.com


  Marton Charity 

Cancer Research 

Annual Village 

Fundraising Event for 

Cancer Charities 

Marton Village Hall 

Saturday 22 October 

2022 

10.00am -2.00pm 

Hello Marton 

Well, it’s come around to that 

time of year again, when we 

kindly request people’s 

support for the Village 

fundraising event for Cancer 

charities.  This year, the event 

will be held on Saturday 22 

October in the Village Hall, so 

please do save this date in 

your diaries.  The event will 

open at 10.00am running into 

the afternoon and finishing at 

2.00pm, so please, please do 

come along and join us. 

The plan for this year again is 

to offer a light lunch, or tea/

coffee with homemade cakes.  

Additionally, Linda will be 

there with her wonderful 

range of arts & crafts 

items, ideal for treating yourself or gifting and 

Val will also be there with her range of hand-

made preserves (8oz & some 12oz jars) some 

featuring local produce.  This year for the 

preserves there are more new varieties, 

including crab apple variants with redcurrant 

or blackcurrant (ideal for meat dishes), new 

chutneys including apple & pear and spicy 

golden plum & apple and also a russet apple 

& vanilla compote (delicious with roast 

gammon/pork dishes).  There are also new 

varieties of marmalade including golden plum 

or autumn squash and a couple of new jams 

too.   Of course, there will also be old 

favourites (jellies, jams, marmalade and 

chutneys) and there will be quince jelly as 

well!  Val would like to say a big thank you to 

everyone who has left jam jars on her step 

(apologies there were no notes, so she can’t 

thank people personally) and also huge 

thanks to everyone in the village who has 
18 



  Marton Charity 

Prostrate Cancer UK 

Charities.  Last year thanks to 

your enormous generosity, 

we raised a whopping £2,440, 

meaning each charity 

received £1,220.  Can we 

beat this target this year? 

Well, we couldn’t do this 

without all of your wonderful 

help and support for the 

event, so please, please do 

come along, even if for only a 

couple of mins for a coffee 

and a brief chat.  Also Val can 

be contacted before or after 

the event if you can’t make it, 

but would like to reserve any 

varieties of jellies, jams, 

chutneys or marmalades. 

Once again, thank you so 

much to you all and we look 

forward to seeing you at the 

Village Hall on Saturday 22 

October. 

Mary (tel : 01926 632939) & 

Val (tel: 07515 974278), 

email 

Valerie_a_self@yahoo.co.uk 

 

donated fruit for use in the preserves making.  

Over the next page is a list of the available 

varieties. 

If you’d like to taste before you buy there will 

also be samples available.  Additionally for 

purchases of 4 or more jars, you’ll receive a 

free mini jar, “while stocks last”.  And, if 

you’ve enjoyed there will additionally be 

gifting opportunities available; gift boxes for 

2,3 or more jars will be available that you can 

fill with preserves of your choice; ideal if you’re 

looking for different gifting idea for family or 

friends for Christmas.  There are some 

Christmas-themed jars too this year if you’re 

looking for a truly seasonal option. 

As ever, all the proceeds from the sales of the 

lunches, teas, coffees, cakes and preserves will 

be in aid of Cancer charities and will be split 

equally between Breast Cancer Now and 

Cancer Research 
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Cancer Research 
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signal used by the 

owner to unlock 

and start the car, 

they will then 

return at a later 

time and simply 

open the car and 

drive away. The 

recommendation 

for these high text 'keyless' 

cars is for the owners to buy 

and use a simple heavy duty 

steering wheel lock. 

With the darker nights 

drawing in I would urge 

residents to check or install 

security lights where 

possible, doorbell cameras, 

CCTV and to check all 

outbuildings are securely 

locked, and any tools or 

ladders that could be used by 

thieves are securely locked 

away. 

Miranda 

NB Car broken into on 

Monday night, 26 September 

in Marton. 
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Marton Neighbourhood Watch 

Earlier this year I 

reported ‘as 

Neighbourhood Watch 

lead for Marton, I feel 

that the absolute best 

method of crime 

prevention in the 

village, is for us all to 

continue to keep an eye out for both ourselves 

and our neighbours, continue to send alerts by 

the village email, and most importantly report 

any crimes in progress using 999, and any 

suspicious activity or non emergency response 

crimes, using the 101 police number.’ 

I remain 

concerned that 

both of the Police 

Constables that supported Marton, PC Helena 

Seal, and her replacement PC Ash Baker, have 

now left, and the post is currently being 

advertised - there is no timescale yet for when 

this will be filled. 

Our only nominated police support is 

overstretched - he covers all of Rugby and 

approximately 26 villages in the area. 

As reported in the September Newsletter, 

there has recently been a car theft in the 

village, most likely using a 'signal grabber'; this 

is where thieves use a device to capture the 

Neighbourhood Watch 



  Marton Nature 

Autumn Activity 

Has anyone seen Roe 

deer during August and 

September? 

As my wife and I walked the 

public footpath out of the 

village, across the harvested 

wheat field and towards the 

railway line, either early in the 

morning (7.00am) or late 

evening (the last hour before 

sunset), we have seen in close 

proximity to each other, Roe 

deer (a mother and its fawn), a 

fox and multiple hares at the 

lower end of the grass field. 

They have necessarily been 

observing each other 

(especially the fox!) but 

strangely they have happily 

coexisted. At least for the 

time we observed them. Interestingly, they all 

eventually got fed up with us observing them 

and so moved into the shrub and scrub that 

thrives at the bottom of that field closer to 

the culvert, which eventually flows into the 

River Leam below Birdingbury Road. 

Roe deer are native to Britain and with a 

growing population of 359,000, are the most 

widespread deer in the country. They are 

relatively small, about the size of a goat, 

which gives them their Latin name meaning 

‘little goat’. They have sandy red-brown fur in 

summer and rather grey-brown fur in winter. 

Females have a whitish patch on their rump, 

which is the shape of an inverted heart, 

whereas males have a kidney-shaped patch. 

They have a very small tail that looks just like 

a tuft of fur and have distinctive black noses 
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 Red Kites v Buzzards 

For those of us who are used 

to seeing buzzards and 

sparrowhawks around 

Marton, it has been a 

surprise to see another 

predator making an 

appearance, the Red Kite 

(look out for the forked tail). 

To the more observant of you 

this will not be a surprise but 

for the rest of us they are 

more normally a sight on the 

M40 beyond Oxford. 

Numbers have increased 

tenfold since 1995. 

and white chins. The males have short antlers, 

rarely longer than 25cm, with a maximum of 

three points each. Roe deer differ from other 

deer in Britain, as they tend to be solitary 

animals. 

Roe deer mate in late July and August, two or 

three months earlier than other deer in Britain. 

The females often give birth to twins in May or 

June the following year. The young have a 

distinct line of white spots along their back and 

can totter around about one hour after birth. 

They usually lie hidden in the undergrowth for 

the first week until they are strong enough to 

accompany their mothers. 

Roe deer feed on oak, ash, wild rose leaves and 

grasses in summer and heather, acorns, ivy, 

ferns and coniferous trees in winter. 

NB Please keep to the footpaths when closing 

fields. 

Alan 

Autumn Activity 
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  Marton Museum 

Heritage Open Days 

Marton Museum 

Activities 

HODs 

It has been an active season 

for the museum volunteers 

with a return to a longer 

stretch of summer opening as 

well as hosting a number of 

group visits at other times in 

the week. 

The culmination of our 

activities has traditionally 

been the Heritage Open Days 

(HODs) in mid September. We 

again took part in this 

nationwide scheme organised 

by Heritage England. This 

meant putting on a range 

of additional activities all day on the Saturday 

and Sunday.  

Despite the chillier weather we managed to 

avoid any rain and were rewarded with a 

good turnout. We normally attract almost as 

many visitors on these two days as we have 

in total through the rest of the summer.  

The benefits of the professional English 

Heritage publicity machine brings great 

rewards, and visitors tend to come from 

further afield than normal admissions. What 

never fails to surprise the volunteers is the 

number of people who claimed not know of 

the museum’s existence, even those who 

have lived quite nearby. It is a challenge to 

work out how to spread the message any 

further than the methods we currently use 

(Facebook, our own website, local newsprint, 

giving talks to groups all over Warwickshire, 

etc.) Any other approaches you can suggest 

would be appreciated. 

The one thing we do find is that as time goes 

by, many arrivals are repeat visitors who 

return for many different reasons. Some 

because they could not take in all that the 

museum offers (a common issue with so 

many exhibits crammed in—the sooner we 

get our new storage area the better!), others 

because they bring friends and relatives to 

share their enjoyment, and we suspect others 

just for the refreshments and home-made 

cakes (Wiz and her team starred again). 

24 



  Marton Museum 

number of group visits that 

have been arranged this 

summer. Such visits are now 

returning to their pre-Covid 

levels. They are a great 

revenue earner for the 

museum as well as 

generating repeat visits by 

individuals. However, like all 

the work associated with the 

museum it has demanded a 

lot of commitment from the 

volunteers who have given 

so freely of their time. 

Marton can be proud of its 

museum but also all those 

who have helped to allow it 

to survive. 
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Our special local display 

to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee turned 

into something of an 

appropriate shrine given 

that HODs were 

organised in the week of 

her funeral. 

Group Visits 

Normally HODs weekend 

marks the end of the 

summer season, but this 

year we opened one more time on the 

following weekend for the Warwickshire 

Vintage Motor Cycle club. The 25 or so 

members who turned up created their own 

outside museum of magnificent bikes, some 

dating back to the 1920s. This was one of a 

Group Visits 
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News 

Church 
Information 
Thoughts on 
passing of 
Queen Elizabeth 
II and on the 
Harvest: 

What can one say on an occasion 
when words not only elude us but 
seem so inadequate? Our lives have 
changed forever. We will be aware 
of all the tributes that have been 
coming in from all over the world in 
appreciation of the Queen: 

“A kind-hearted Queen. More than 
a monarch, she defined an era. A 
stateswoman of unmatched 
dignity. A wise and towering figure. 
A person who was steadfast, wise, 
courageous, devoted, a reassuring 
presence. Someone who was a role 
model for history and for other 
leaders. A person who stood with 
others in good times and bad. She 
was able to heal division. Someone 
who lived history and who made 
history. An iconic leader with a 
great sense of humour and fun 
(007 and Paddington!).  She 
captivated the world with a reign 
defined by grace, elegance, and a 
tireless work ethic.  She was the 
rock on which modern Britain was 
built. One who dedicated her life to 
service, thereby fulfilling her 

promise at her coronation.” 
26 

The funeral services for the Queen were superb 
spectacles, but more than that, services which were 
not just Christian in name, style and content, but also 
in spirit and life. 

I never met the Queen, but I have seen her through a 
thronging crowd over 50 years ago when she came 
to visit York. But maybe I speak for many of us if I say 
that I feel that I have had to say farewell to a mother 
figure, others might say, a grandmother.  

The Queen was a lady of faith and faithfulness, - to 
her husband, her family, the nation, and 
Commonwealth, and most of all, to God. Faith made 
The Queen who she was. I am personally so glad to 
have had as head of the Church of England, under 
Christ, Queen Elizabeth 2nd. 

Liz Truss described her as a rock on which the nation 
was built, but I am sure she would have said that her 
strength derived from having built her life on the 
greatest rock and cornerstone of all, Jesus Christ. 

The Queen was a gracious person but also, literally, a 
graceful person. The reason she was gracious was 
because she was graceful. She received that grace by 
faith. The grace of God shone out of her. 

The Queen was an evangelist! She had faith and she 
wanted the benefits of that for others. I wonder if 
this is because she was a great admirer of the late 
Billy Graham, the American Evangelist who has 
helped so many to a living faith and hope in Jesus 
Christ. She felt that the message he brought was so 
important that she invited him to preach at St. 
George’s Chapel in Windsor. 

Her living faith was especially and increasingly 
evident in her Christmas messages. She liked to 
quote from the Scriptures, hymns and carols. Her 
prayer for her listeners one time was from the last 
verse of O Little Town of Bethlehem: “O Holy child of 
Bethlehem, descend to us we pray, cast out our sin 
and enter in, be born in us today. O come to us, abide 
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 with us, our Lord Emmanuel.”  

It’s been said that the greatest compliment that you 
can pay to anyone is to emulate them. The greatest 
tribute we could make to the Queen would be to follow 
the leader who led her, Jesus. I am sure that this would 
be her prayer for us today.  

We would love to welcome you to our HARVEST 
FESTIVAL service on Sunday October 16th, gathering 
from 11.15am with refreshments, at St. Esprit. Our 
opportunity to thank God for His provisions and those 
who provide and make them available to us and to 
donate to the Southam Foodbank. It’s been a tough 
year for farmers and suppliers for reasons we will be 
aware of. Each year the harvests of the World are 
enough for everyone’s need, not everyone’s greed. Let’s 
pray that the international communities ensure fair 
sharing of what everyone needs. 

Rev Canon Richard Suffern. 

If you would like to contact Revd Richard his mobile 
number is 07876654495 and his email is 
revrwss@gmail.com.  Richard is aiming to work from 
Sunday to midday on Wednesday, although with some 
flexibility if needed.  Richard and Jacqui will be moving 
in to the vicarage at Long Itchington following some 
repairs and modernisation including reducing climate 
emissions in line with Diocesan targets. Revd Richard 
would be happy to discuss pastoral care needs, arrange 
home visits (including communion), baptisms, 
weddings, hospital visits or funerals. You can also still 
contact Revd Richard or the PCC via Janet or Jenny and 
StEspritMarton@gmail.com.  

SERVICES FOR October – all welcome to every service 

In The Spirit, a Deanery wide contemporary lay led 
service, will be on 2 October at 6.00pm for 
refreshments and chat, starting worship at 6.30pm.  

Harvest Service, an all-age service is on Sunday 16 
October, join us from 11.15am for a cuppa and 

cake, starting at 11.30am. 
Donations to the Southam 
Foodbank will be collected.   

Sunday 23 an all-age holy 
communion, join us from 
11.15am for a cuppa and cake, 
starting at 11.30am.  

Sunday 30 a joint Benefice service 
at 9.30am at Holy Trinity Long 
Itchington.   

We also have Deanery recorded 
on-line services led by Rev 
Martin Green every Sunday, the 
services explore a current issue 
in a biblical context with 
contemporary worship. The 
services are communicated via 
email and delivered via 
Facebook and YouTube, please 
contact us if you would like 
more information.   

Service details are on the 
noticeboard and the Marton 
email, please contact us by email 
(StEspritMarton@gmail.com) if 
you want to be included on our 
Church mailing list (email or 
posted). 

COFFEE MORNING – Tuesday 25 
October 10.30am to 12 midday 
(please note the change from 
Thursdays) 

To be able to support Richard and 
Jacqui in the working pattern of 
Sunday to Wednesday midday, we 
have decided to change the 
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The book swap in St Esprit is a blessing to many, we 
have lots of children’s books and novels – please 
note we welcome only novels in good condition, we 
will remove or pass on other types of books. If you 
want to read in church or take books home, please 
do, donations are very welcome. The church is open 
every day so please use the church for meditation, 
reading, a wander, prayers or just to be in a 
beautiful peaceful place. Children are always 
welcome to play and wonder, the toys and craft 
material are near the tables on the northern side of 
the church. There are leaflets about the history, 
vicars through the ages and the metalwork, please 
enjoy and tell others.  

WHEELCHAIR AVAILABLE FOR SHORT-TERM LOAN 

We have a wheelchair available for the use of 
villagers, if you need to borrow it please contact 
Jenny or Janet. As ever, if anyone needs a lift or 
support please do not hesitate to contact us or the 
Marton community network. We also have links to 
CAP (Christians Against Poverty), the hospital 
chaplaincies and bereavement support, please do 
not hesitate to contact Reverend Richard, Janet or 
Jenny (any contacts are always in confidence).  

CHURCHYARD & CHURCH CLEANING – HELP 
REQUIRED PLEASE Saturday 22 October from 
10.30am  

There will be Working Parties both inside and 
outside, weather permitting and likely to be the last 
this year, please bring your own tools etc. Thank you 
to those who helped cut and then mow the 
rewilding area at the back of the church, a great 
joint effort. We hope the biodiversity will keep 
increasing, it is a delight to be able to wander and 
wonder at God’s creation in all shapes and sizes, we 
hope you take the time to enjoy it too. All help is 
appreciated at these mornings or at any other time 
to keep your village church and churchyard tidy as 
well as beneficial for flora and fauna.   

coffee mornings to Tuesday 
mornings again. It is a lovely time 
with lots of chat and lots of cake, 
all are welcome young and not so 
young! 

FOODBANK SUPPORT – Our 
Harvest Celebration includes 
donations to the Southam 
Foodbank, either during the service 
or beforehand. The box for 
foodbank donations is located near 
the font in church, just inside the 
door. As with all foodbanks 
currently, our local foodbanks are 
struggling with empty shelves and 
an increase in clients. If you are 
able to donate goods via the 
church box, at Tesco in Southam or 
via a financial donation, it is very 
welcome. Examples of recent need 
are tins of meat, tins of soup, tins 
of vegetables, tinned pies, small 
bags of sugar, rice, pasta, long life 
milk and fruit juice, and toiletries. If 
you would like more detail, please 
contact Jenny or Janet.   

FOODBANK VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Jenny and Joe take the donations 
from church and Tesco in Southam 
to the Fosse Foodbank once a 
month. The number of volunteers 
has decreased recently for a variety 
of reasons, so if you are interested 
in either transporting goods 
(requires some reasonably heavy 
lifting) or sorting goods at the 
Graham Adams Centre in Southam 
please contact Jenny or Janet.  

ST ESPRIT CHURCH IS OPEN EVERY 
DAY & BOOK SHELVES FULL 
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Village News 
Local Business based in 

Marton 

We provide an EARLY and RELIABLE 
Newspaper and Magazine delivery service 
For more details please contact Zena Richards on 

01926 633138 or 07788991933 
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New Advert 



 

 

 Marton Contacts  

Outside the village 

 

 

Emergency Contacts 

    Gas:       0800 111 999  

    Water:      0800 7834444 

    Electricity:     0800 0568090 

    Floodline:     0845 988 1188  

    NHS Direct:     111  
 

Rugby Borough Council       01788 533533   

           www.rugby.gov.uk 

Warwickshire County Council      01926 410410   
           www.warwickshire.gov.uk 

Councillors 

Borough Councillor   Emma Crane      07956895529  
           emma.crane@rugby.gov.uk 

County Councillor    Howard Roberts    01788 519603   
                                 cllrroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk   

Member of Parliament 

Jeremy Wright (Conservative)      01926 853650   
           jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk   

Warwickshire Police 

Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team 

To contact the team directly (not for reporting a crime) 01788 853851   

To report a crime or any suspicious incident   101 

In an emergency        999 

Email: rrs.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

Twitter: @RugbyCops 
Rugby Police Station, Newbold Road,  

Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2DH 

Rugby Anti-Social Behaviour Wardens    0800 096 8800 

 

24-hour Free Confidential Helplines 

Childline (for under 19s)   childline.org.uk   0800 1111    

MHM Coventry & Warks  mhm.org.uk   0800 616 171    

Samaritans    samaritans.org   08457 90 90 90   

YoungMinds Crisis Messenger youngminds.org.uk  Text YM to 85258 

35 

http://www.rugby.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
mailto:emma.crane@rugby.gov.uk


 

 Marton Contacts 

 Inside the village 

Marton Parish Council  
    Clerk:      Sarah Robson   clerk@martonvillage.com 

                                     

Councillors:     Faye Chambers      (Contact via the Clerk)  

       Rob Lummis    
       David Fry        
       Mike Taylor  

       Mark Hardy   

Village Organisations 
Marton Newsletter  (Editorial)  David Fry    01926 632936 

Marton Newsletter (Advertising) Sharon Edwards  sharon.edwards0@googlemail.com 

    Marton Vicar             Rev Cannon   07878854495 

       Richard Suffern   revrwss@gmail.com          

Village Hall     Maya Van Der Galien  07414224228 
                  villagehall.marton@gmail.com  

Playing Field Association  Dinyar Baria  

Marton Pig Club    Andrew Heath                   07515911926 
            sausages.marton@gmail.com 

Neighbourhood Watch   Miranda Aston   07931 770249  

Cricket Club     Alan Naylor   07480193093 

Marton Museum    David Fry    01926 632936 

Local History     David Fry    01926 632936 

Marton Art     Joan Sherratt   01926 632837 

            jmsherratt@btinernet.com 

Marton Walkers    Mike Johnson   01926 632960 

Brownies     Elizabeth Murray  01926 815466 

Church Warden    Janet Paget   01926 632509  

       Jenny Walsh   01926 632547 

Emergency Flood Group  Parish Council  See contacts above 

Dog Warden     Andrea Jacques             01926 632799 

Snow Warden    Graham Wood   01926 632610 
Website 

www.martonvillage.com email:                        newsletter@martonvillage.com 
Join Marton group email and find out the news as it happens or circulate your requests or 

offers.  If you want to be added to the group contact:                admin@martonvillage.com 36 
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