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   Marton Diary 

Events 

Don’t Forget the A423 

closure to  allow the 

demolition of the 

Railway Bridge over the 

next two weekends. 

(See pages 2, 4-7) 

 

 

NB Please note the deadline 
for the September 

Newsletter is Sunday 26 
August 2022. 
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July 

   3      Church: In the Spirit                      18.30     

   6      Village Hall: Paradise & Thorns 20.00 

 10      Church: Online Communion        19.00   

 12      Marton Parish Council                 19.30      

 14      Retirees’ Tea                  14.00 

 15      Mobile Library                         11.50  

 15     Village Inn & BBQ    19.00    

 17      Church: All Age Informal Service  10.45    

 30      Church & Churchyard Working Party10.00  

 31      Marton Walkers                 10.00 

August 

    5     Mobile Library                         11.50       

    7     Church: In the Spirit                      10.30     

  11     Retirees’ Tea                  14.00   

  14     Church: Online Communion       19.00   

  26     Mobile Library                         11.50   

  27     Church & Churchyard Working Party 10.30             

  28     Marton Walkers                 10.00    

Sign up for the 
village group email, 
which is invaluable 
for keeping you in 

touch with  
village life. 

 
If you want to be 

added to the group 
contact:                

admin@martonvillage.com 



  Marton News 

Newsbites 

A423 Closure & Marton 
Railway Bridge Starting 

Saturday 7 July 
(See pages 4 - 7) 

Railway Paths have now 
appointed Currall Lewis and 
Martin to undertake the 
demolition of the former 
railway bridge over the A423, 
the demolition will take place 
with a full road closure 
between 8 and 11 July.  With 
preparatory works in the two 
weeks before and week 
following.  

Noise and dust will be 
minimised as much as possible.  
The spoil material will be 
removed from site during the 
weekend and as such there 
maybe heavy vehicles passing 
through the village on the 
A423.  The A423 will be closed 
south od Marton from Friday 
8th at 20.00hrs until Monday 
11th July at 06:00hrs. 

Full information is given 
overleaf where the official 
information leaflet has been 
reproduced. 

COVID-19: Marton Community 
Network – We can still help! 

As many of you are aware, before lockdown 
started a small group representing the Parish 
Council,  Church and  Village Hall  met to 
discuss how to support the Marton community. 
We all believe it’s beneficial to work together 
and support each other. 

As a result, if you are self-isolating because of 
COVID-19 and need some help with: 

 Picking up shopping or 
prescriptions 

 Posting mail 

 A friendly phone call 

 Urgent supplies 

 Transport to a medical 
appointment 

Please make contact with either: 
 
Helen on:   07793 213048 
Helen.Keeves@hotmail.co.uk  
or Rob on:      lummisrob@gmail.com or  
      07764 377163 

Please don’t be afraid to ask! 
 

We will be happy to arrange for you to 
receive the help you need. Please remember 
you should only accept help from people you 
know and trust - always ring for clarification if 
you are not sure. 

A big thank you: to all the wonderful 
volunteers who continue to support the 
Marton Community with offers of help! 

Thanks for reading, please take care and 
stay safe. 

Rob (Marton Parish Council)  
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The service and wake were a 
real celebration of Arthur’s life 
and his love for this village. 

Special thanks must go to our 
dear friends who generously 
provided, and served, the 
delicious feast, not to mention 
serving Arthur’s own wine. 
Thank you also for the 
wonderful cards that have 
been a real comfort to me.” 

Audrey & Family 

  Marton News 

Newsbites  Farewell to Arthur 

There was a full turn out for Arthur 
Gibson’s memorial Service on Thursday 16 
June. This was not very surprising given the  

many lives of villagers that Arthur had 
touched in his 16 years in the village. His 
amiable and generous nature was 
frequently commented on by attendees 
and his many contributions to village 
organisations also mentioned. 

After the service his life continued to be 
celebrated  in  a crowded village hall  
where a grand afternoon tea was provided. 

The following letter has been received by 
the Newsletter from Audrey and Family: 

“Thank you all for making Arthur’s farewell 
the best that it could be. The whole day 
was at Arthur’s request, as always 
organised to the last detail! 
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Marton  

Parish Council  

Meeting  
7.30pm Tuesday  

12 July 2022 
 at the Village Hall 

22 year old Arthur 



  Marton Jubilee 

Special Museum Exhibition 
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  Marton Jubilee 
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Special Museum Exhibition 
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  Marton Groups  

Museum Re-opens 

 

6 
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Marton Groups 

7 

Local History Group 
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  Marton News 

Platinum Jubilee 

Platinum Jubilee 

Celebrations in Marton 

Marton celebrated by running 

a Bring and Share lunch party 

on the Jubilee Sunday. Church 

Street was closed to traffic 

and a very long set of gazebos 

was erected, stretching from 

the village hall, with its 

barbecue and bar, to the 

corner near the church. The 

well decorated tables 

provided seating for over one 

hundred villagers and guests. 

The tables groaned under the 

weight of excellent and varied 

eatables from Coronation 

chicken to Jubilee trifle. 

The day was cold but dry, 

everyone seemed happy and 

very sociable with plenty of 

comments made about those 

in fancy dress! The 

organisation by the village hall 

committee was excellent, 

they are to be congratulated. 

The support given by the 

village in the construction and 

setting up was impressive 

both in the morning and in the clearing away 

in the afternoon. Not one scrap of litter was 

left in Church Street. People enjoyed the 

warmth of the village hall and watching the 

national celebrations on the big screen during 

the rest of the afternoon. The museum was 

open as normal as an alternative attraction. It 

is now the depository for the spare 

memorabilia, pencils, flags etc from the 

tables. If anyone wants any of the items just 

ask. Altogether a memorable event, thank 

you to all contributors. 

Marton Parish Council Extraordinary 

Meeting, Tuesday 28 June 2022 

Parish councillors met to sign off the accounts 

for the previous financial year. This would 

normally be tackled at the regular meeting in 

May. A last minute change of parish clerks 

delayed the process, so although there is 

another parish council meeting soon, (on 

Tuesday 12 July), regulations require a formal 

signing off before the end of June. The 

audited accounts were accepted. Sarah was 

thanked for all her work to meet the 

deadline. 

The occasion also offered the opportunity for 

councillors to discuss in-depth the content, 

style and delivery of a planned village 

questionnaire. So much has happened since 

the last one, an update will be useful to guide 

the council’s decision-making. 
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  Marton News 

Warwickshire Libraries 

Home Delivery Service  

Warwickshire Libraries Home 

Delivery Service offers free 

library book delivery to 

Warwickshire residents who 

are unable 

to visit 

their local 

or mobile 

library due 

to ill health 

or infirmity. A volunteer calls 

once every four weeks with a 

selection of books based on 

customer preference. Books 

are available in ordinary 

print, Large Print or stories on 

CD. 

This is a completely free 

service. 

Get in touch with Deborah 

Bennett to find out more and 

please share with people who 

might benefit or 

organisations who might be 

able to help facilitate at 
debbiebennett@warwickshire.gov.uk 
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Heritage Open Days  

& Marton Museum 

Marton Museum will be open for the weekend 

of Heritage Open Days in September, from 

Saturday 17th to Sunday 18th, 10.30am to 

5.00pm .  

‘Timelines’ is the loose theme. There will be 

plenty going on including spinning, corn 

dollies, as well as refreshments in the pavilion. 

 If you have some time to spare we would love 

your help with the museum or café rota (we 

will send out a village e-mail reminder nearer 

the time).  

The photo was taken at the June Kenilworth 

Show where Biddy had our museum and local 

history stand. She spent the time 

demonstrating corn dolly making. It was a 

great success and the publicity has already 

brought visitors to the museum on Sunday 

afternoons. 

Newsbites 



  Marton Nature 

Butterflies 

U.K. Butterflies 

How many butterflies have 

you seen this season? Not 

many I vouch! 

The UK has 59 species of 

butterflies, 57 of them are 

resident and two are regular 

migrants -the Painted Lady 

and Clouded Yellow, neither 

of which I have seen this year. 

Shockingly, 50% of the 

remaining butterfly species in 

Britain are now listed as 

threatened or near 

threatened on the Red List. 

While some species have 

been brought back from the 

brink of extinction by 

successful, long-term 

conservation work, it’s clear 

that more needs to be done. 

You can read about the work 

that is already being done by 

visiting the Butterfly 

Conservation Website https://

butterfly-conservation.org/ 

The website also provides lots 

of fascinating information 

about butterflies and moths 

and for amateurs like me, 

a guideto identify what I see from day to day. 

The Butterfly Conservation Group is 

encouraging us to participate in its annual 

survey. Running from 15 July to 7 August, the 

Big Butterfly Count is a UK-wide survey aimed 

at helping to assess the health of our 

environment simply by counting the amount 

and type of butterflies (and some day-flying 

moths) we see. 

It’s a fun thing to do. I plan to sit myself close 

to the re-wilding area around the Sports 

Pavilion, and armed with my count sheet or 

more likely the helpful app you can now 

download, I will hopefully record lots and lots 

of butterflies or day time flying moths that 

now frequent the area. 

Finally, an elusive migrant Painted Lady, a 

species last seen by me in August 2019. 

                                                                       Alan  
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  Marton Activity 

The Great Marton Get 

Together 

This event (formerly known 

as Marton Sports Day) will be 

happening on Saturday 10 

September 2022 (ignore the 

date on last year’s poster 

shown below!) 

All your favourite activities 

from last year, together with 

a few new ones. 

Make a note in your diaries 

now for one of Marton’s 

annual highlights. 

Look out for more news over 

the next couple of months 

about this MPFA special event. 
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Marton Walkers 

If you enjoy fresh air, countryside and good 

conversation then please consider joining 

Marton Walking Group.  We come together on 

the final Sunday of every month and meet at a 

local pub at 10.00am.  Our walk usually takes 

around two 

hours to 

complete 

which takes 

us on a 

circular 

route of 

about 4.5 

miles.  Not 

all of the 

members of 

the group 

live in 

Marton so 

there is also 

the 

opportunity of meeting new people.  When we 

return to the pub there is the option of a drink 

and a meal.   In recent months we have met at 

pubs in Hunningham, Warwick, Kenilworth, 

Bascote, Bubbenhall, Birdingbury and 

Frankton.  There is no obligation to walk every 

month – just come along when you have a free 

Sunday morning.  If you would like to join the 

WhatsApp group to hear about future Marton 

walks please email your mobile number to 

mikeofmarton@hotmail.com.   

MPFA Event 

mailto:mikeofmarton@hotmail.com


  Marton Nature 

Moths 

Hawk Moths 

Following the interest shown 

on the village group email we 

thought it worthwhile to add a 

few facts, photos, and 

drawings of local hawk moths. 

As Biddy pointed out this 

village is a good area for moths 

so we would expect to see a 

Hummingbird Hawk moth on 

the wing in daytime from June 

to September. They hover over 

food plants, such as buddleia, 

red valerian and honeysuckle, 

their long tongue or proboscis 

taking up nectar. At rest the 

moth is well camouflaged and 

is difficult to spot. 

Elephant Hawkmoths are 

nocturnal and feed on night 

scented tubular flowers 

such as honeysuckle. The caterpillars 

resemble an elephant’s trunk, hence the 

name. The large elephant hawkmoth is pink 

and olive green with a pink stripe down its 

abdomen, this stripe is absent in the small 

elephant hawkmoth, which is also more 

brightly coloured. 

Art and Craft Exhibition 29 
September, 1 & 2 October 2022 

Preparations are in progress for this weekend 

in the Village Hall. A good number of 

exhibitors are entering paintings, pottery, 

jewellery, cards and needlework for display 

and for sale. Do put this date on your 

calendar 

and bring 

your 

friends.  

The 

event 

starts off 

with the preview on the Friday evening, in the 

past people have found this a very enjoyable 
12 

Hummingbird Hawk Moth 

Small Elephant Hawk Moth 

Large Elephant Hawk Moth 



  Marton Art/MPEG 

Play ‘Spot the Tree’ 

Here is a game for all the 

family, or when you are just 

on your own, walking the 

playing fields. 

Earlier 

this 

year 

more 

than 

100 

small 

tree 

saplings were planted on the 

fringes of the fields. They 

once stood proud of all the 

vegetation around them, but 

now are hidden by tall 

grasses. 

A start has been made on 

pulling up grasses to create a 

Frisbee sized gap around the 

stake. If you fancy tidying up 

just a couple that you can 

find you will make the task of 

the MPEG volunteers that 

much easier. 

Look out for other ways you 

can help MPEG on the village 

email. 

social event , the £5 ticket entitles you to free 

entry for the rest of the weekend.  

There will be a raffle, refreshments, a bar at 

peak times, voting for best painting in show 

and best photos for newsletter-covers. Any 

profits will be divided between the Newsletter 

and the Village Hall. 

Photo Competition  

Photos, no larger than A5, of Marton 

landscapes, Marton activities or perhaps use 

your artistic  

talents to 

create a 

collage, may 

be 

submitted. 

Please deliver 

your entries 

to 5 Church Street’s post box or bring them to 

the village hall either on early evening 28 

September or Friday 29 September morning. 

Please put your name and address on the  back 

and, if you wish, a title. 

We would welcome help with this exhibition, if 

you could provide a raffle prize, cakes etc we 

will be grateful. Assistance will be needed for 

advertising, stewarding, raffle, sales and 

setting up and clearing away. 

We look forward to seeing you that weekend 

and hope you enjoy the event. 

MPEG Activity 
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  Marton Business 

Marton Garage 

Garage News 

Martonians, it has been some 
time since we gave you any 
Marton Garage newsletter 
updates. 
First and 
foremost, 
thank you 
to everyone 
for the 
support 
and the 
connections 
we have developed within our 
village. Consequently, we are 
continuing to innovate and 
invest whilst addressing long-
term structural trends that 
will drive future growth.  

Our MartonGarage9 
Instagram is continuing to 
expand, we did a Queen’s 
Jubilee, free, giveaway, prize 
draw – If you haven’t done so 
already, go and drop us a 
follow.  

We’ve been making some 
changes to the way we 
operate by investing in new 
tooling and technologies, 
further improving our 

customer service 

experience. 

Here is our Marton Garage, top 5 tips, to help 
improve your fuel economy. 

1. Regular car servicing. Our Marton 
Garage, vehicle servicing, ensures your 
vehicle is working at maximum efficiency.  

2. Tyres pressures, tyre wear check and 
wheel alignment.  

3. Lighten your vehicle and/or its load. If 
you regularly carry lots of clutter in your boot, 
it’s time to have a clear out. Even a few 
kilograms will cause your engine to work 
harder and use more fuel. The same goes for 
roof racks, bars and boxes. Instead of weight, 
these cause wind resistance or drag. In fact, 
the Energy Saving Trust estimates that an 
empty roof rack could create drag of up to 
16% when driving at 75mph 

4. Adapt your driving style. The AA 
estimates that dropping from 80mph to 
70mph on the motorway could cut fuel use 
by up to 25%.  

5. Use a good fuel system cleaner. We have 
these available for purchase at the Garage, 
for both diesel and petrol vehicles. Many 
people think that these are ineffective or a 
scam, but they have a proven track record 
and can help to remove harmful deposits 
from your vehicles fuel system. We do also 
offer a service, where we can clean some 
components of your vehicles intake, fuel and 
exhaust system. We are also able to carry out 
DPF Regeneration on most vehicles.  
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  Marton Business 

Summer Hassles 

At this time of the year we do 

experience occasional spells 

of hot weather leading to 

windows being left open 

(though, as Miranda will 

point out, hopefully not 

overnight, for security sake). 

However, the sheer joy of hot 

summer days and warm 

nights can turn into teeth 

gnashing frustration when 

one person’s rubbish 

clearing, bonfire and rousing 

outdoor music can blight the 

neighbours’ fresh-aired 

peace.  

Please be kind! 
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Please don’t hesitate to contact us with 
regards to any of the above tips; our friendly 
team are always on hand to assist in keeping 
you safe on the road. 

We recently took to the race track, at 
Donnington, with our friends from BiB 
Performance.  

 

 

(See 
photos 
on this 
page)  

Marton Garage will be attending and 
sponsoring the Princethorpe Motoring Festival 
on 26 June 2022, we will have a pop up stand, 
come and say hello and spend some time 
talking Classics! 

We wish you all a fantastic summer of sun and 
happiness! We shall look forward to 
welcoming you in the near future!  

All the best,  
The Team at Marton Garage  

Late Newsbite 



Marton Parish Council Meeting 

Chair: Cllr Faye Chambers     
Minutes Taken by Sarah Robson - Parish Clerk 

Draft Minutes of Marton’s Annual Parish Meeting (APM)  
held on 23 May, 7pm 

Meeting Commenced at 19:00 and concluded at 19.55. 

1. ATTENDANCE 

Cllr Faye Chambers (Chair), Sarah Robson (Clerk), Cllr Mike Taylor, Cllr David 
Fry, Cllr Mark Hardy  

Colin Tinker, Joan Sherratt 

2. APOLOGIES 

Cllr Rob Lummis 

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 6 May 2021 were 
agreed and signed as accurate. Completed 

Cllr Faye Chambers 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Context 

 Covid-19 restrictions have eased throughout the year and the right for parish 
councils to hold online or blended meetings ended in May. Meetings have 
since been carried out at the village hall. 

 The Covid-19 Community Network of volunteers, including parish council 
members, continues to offer support. Cllr Lummis is to be thanked for his 
regular email communication with residents. 

MPC organisation 

There have been a number of changes to the council line-up this year: 

 Clerk Helen Keeves stood down because of other work commitments in 

16 
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March but continued in the role until Melinda Doggett took the role in 
September. Sadly, Melinda resigned in February but the council is happy to 
have recruited Sarah Robson into post in March. 

 Cllr Sarah Crawford stood down in November and was warmly thanked for 
giving almost two and a half years’ service. Mark Hardy was co-opted onto 
the council to fill the vacancy in January. 

 David Fry, Rob Lummis and Mike Taylor are to be thanked for their 
continued dedication in volunteering as councillors. 

 Extraordinary meetings 

 A well-attended open-air meeting was held in June to discuss the Elms Farm 
planning application R21/0469 and listed building consent R21/0470. 
Contributions from residents were gathered and a letter of objection was 
sent to Rugby Borough Council. The planning process remains ongoing. 

Village improvements / maintenance 

 A Community Speedwatch scheme has finally been established, thanks to 
residents’ persistence and a grant from The Councillor’s Fund to purchase 
equipment. Co-ordinator Adam Hewitt is to be thanked for his patience and 
determination. 

 Plans to improve the biodiversity of village areas have continued, most 
notably with about 100 native species saplings and hedgerow plants being 
planted by volunteers led by the council and MPFA in March. 

 Marton enjoyed its first year of wildflower blooming, with a noticeable 
increase in species attracted already. The council is still learning about 
maintenance and will adjust this going forward. 

 Clerk Melinda Doggett attended the WALC Climate Emergency Conference 
(online) and Cllr Mark Hardy has agreed to look into future activity in 
response. 

 Planning permission was received in March for a much-needed storage area 
to be created as an extension of the museum, this will house the council’s 
emergency response equipment such as sandbags and signage as well as 
provide additional pavilion storage for equipment. Grants will be sought to 
cover its building cost. 

 Marton Cricket Club sadly informed the council in March that it will no 
longer play in Marton. It is hoped the partnership with AJ Landscaping will 
continue for cutting the playing fields grass. 



 A record five streetlamps have been ordered for replacement with energy 
efficient lamps, thanks to a cost-effective method of replacing pole tops. The 
work is yet to be completed by WCC but has been ordered this financial 
year. 

Crime reports 

 The police are now using the pavilion on the playing fields as a drop-in Police 
Hub. 

 It has been a low crime year, with very few crime reports. 

 Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator Miranda Aston is to be thanked for 
continuing to be in touch with PCSO David Banks. She reports that PC Helena 
Seal, and her replacement PC Ash Baker, have left and the post is currently 
being advertised. 

Finances 

 Secured a Councillor’s Grant Fund of £1215 for a speedgun and associated 
accessories for the Community Speedwatch scheme. 

 Funding of £850 for an emergency supplies shed has been allowed to roll 
into another year, delayed by the planning application process. 

 The council voted to freeze the precept so there would be no increase for 
residents in 2022/2023. 

Assets 

 Monthly defibrillator checks continue to be completed by the clerk and 
logged on The Circuit (online database). Funds for new batteries and pads 
have been allocated in the 2022/23 budget. 

 A bench donated in memory of Tim Foden remains to be sited by the MPFA. 

 The annual independent playground inspection was successfully conducted 
in August and the report received. 

 

5. REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS 

Marton Brownies 

It seemed strange to be back in the village Hall in September for Brownies and 
not on zoom or outdoors. Numbers were low during the pandemic but are now 
back to a healthy level. We currently have 14 Brownies aged between 7and 10. 
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With low numbers we were challenged in terms of finance but we applied for 
a Youth Covid Grant and received £117 which has been a big help. 

As Covid restrictions have eased our programme has expanded and we are 
now able to provide a full programme. You may have seen our Christmas 
notice board and we are currently working on a Platinum Jubilee board.  

In April we had our first opportunity to go away for 3 years. We went to 
Offchurch with Brownies from Bubbenhall and Wolston with the theme Spy 
Kids. A great time was had by all though not much sleep! 

We are looking forward to celebrating the Platinum Jubilee and 
Commonwealth Games this term and weather permitting you will see us out 
and about around the village. 

As always we are grateful to parents who help us out but we really need 
someone to help every week.  If you think you could give an hour every 
Tuesday in term-time we would love to hear from you. 

Elizabeth Murray AKA Brown Owl 

Marton Cricket Club 

As the Cricket Club is no longer a village entity, they requested to provide no 
input to the meeting. 

Alan Naylor 

Marton Local History Group 

After a couple of years of not meeting, thanks to Covid restrictions, the group 
tentatively gathered for a full winter season, beginning in October. The break 
had given the committee time to reflect on how much had been achieved over 
the previous ten active seasons. It was decided that with so much research 
that had been done, and so many new arrivals in the village, it would be worth 
doing a winter season of talks reflecting on what had been discovered. This 
took the form of a historic journey through the village streets.  

After the AGM there was a talk on the history of The Elms and the last meeting 
in May was a guided walk by Mike Johnson around Brinklow. The MLHG 
Committee has already put together a full provisional programme for the next 
season starting in October. 

It must be recorded that our hard working secretary and treasurer Andy Bolam 
is standing down as he is leaving the village. His excellent administration has 
left a great legacy for whoever takes over his roles. However, his greatest 



legacy is all the material that his has put on the village website. This includes 
material from all the talks to the group. It has built into a wonderful resource 
that has been accessed from all over the country. Thanks Andy. 

The committee are always interested in finding local people who have already 
done, or are prepared to do, some local history research. Ideally they would 
then either present it to the Group themselves, or pass the material on for 
someone else to do a talk. Please contact email: df@davidfry.net 

David Fry 

Marton Museum 

Although Covid issues last summer meant another truncated season of 
opening, the heritage open weekend returned to normal. This summer will see 
a full season of opening and the first group visit for a couple of years happened 
in mid-May. 

Work continues on creating more of an impact on the outside of the museum 
with the erection of the restored pony hoe on the wall by the entrance. A 
number of other ways of improving the appearance are being considered. 
Additionally a small brass plaque was added last summer celebrating Graham 
Robson’s ninetieth birthday. Graham has been a supporter of the museum 
since its inception and it also allowed a, long needed, potted history of the 
museum to be displayed. 

Inside the museum the appearance has been improved by the application of 
floor paint and the revision of some displays. New A2 signs have been used 
throughout the museum to improve navigation of the collection. The section of 
display cabinets near the entrance is used for a special display each year from 
the collection. Appropriately for 2022 it is around the theme of royal jubilees 
over the last century. Do pay us a visit. 

The major news is our successful application for planning permission for 
additional storage for the museum. This essential facility will require quite a bit 
of fund raising, mainly through grant applications. Building quotes have been 
received but work will not begin until the financial targets are in place. A key 
grant will not become available until the autumn. It is quite a relief to have 
obtained permission given the difficulties that we have had with the Rugby 
Borough Council planning department over previous applications 

Finally, a big thank you to all the volunteers whose generous donation of time 
makes the museum a viable operation. 
                                                                                                                     David Fry 
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Marton Newsletter 

In February this year the Marton Newsletter celebrated its twelfth birthday in 
its new magazine format. In that time it has been entirely funded by its valued 
advertisers so that a print run of 235 copies is delivered each month for every 
household in the village (and a few beyond). This involves contributions by a 
team of regular writers, together with guest contributions, which are then 
compiled by a small editing team, with support from an advertising manager. 
The printed copies are delivered by yet another team of volunteers, led for 
many years by Ann Landsbury. Ann has had to stand down this year but her 
work will always be appreciated. Along with the village website, the 
Newsletter continues to have a valuable role in keeping all villagers informed 
and helping to promote a sense of community. 

Financing the Newsletter has become less of a concern in the last couple of 
years. Advertising income continues to be our most important support, but 
thanks to generous donations from residents for Christmas greetings, we have 
been able to guarantee production of the Newsletter for another year. Our 
printer has not raised costs and continues to offer a very competitive service 
and quality of reproduction – and even a full colour cover included in the 
price! 

For the time being, with the continued support of the volunteers and the 
village, we have a business plan that secures the future of the Newsletter. 

David Fry 

Marton Pig Club 

Some time last year, over a few beers and wines with Colin & Helen, Andrew & 
Sarah were telling us how disappointed they were to find out that Marton Pig 
Club was dormant. Helen rashly volunteered to run it with Andrew, assuming 
(thankfully correctly) that Sarah & Colin would join in, and so the Club was 
resurrected! 

With much help from Andrew Cooke & Joe Walsh, we gradually gained the 
confidence to try to make it work. A stressful few months followed. First 
hurdle - could we rent the same field as before? Yes we could - thanks to 
Andrew & Sarah’s beekeeping connections! Second hurdle, could we insure 
part of a field, some pigs, and old shed & caravan, for a reasonable cost? 
Eventually, yes! Of course, some of the costs have risen considerably in the 
three years since the last round - would people still want to join in? Thankfully, 
in true Marton style, 13 enthusiastic pig loving households, including 2 from 



Eathorpe, signed up for either a half or a whole pig.  

Since then, it has felt like a real team, with those that can putting in a lot of 
work to prepare the field with the rest helping in many other ways.  

On the coldest, wettest, & windiest day of the year, Andrew, Sarah, Colin & 
Helen went to visit the nearby smallholders who had piglets to sell. The piglets 
were clearly well cared for, and their owners, Pip & Charlie, were incredibly 
helpful and supportive, even volunteering to deliver nine saddleback piglets to 
us when they reached 10 weeks old. 

Arrival day was magic, with many people turning up for the first sighting of 
“The Nine”. Pip & Charlie were mightily impressed with the piglets’ new home! 

Soon after arrival day, we had a visit from Eathorpe Cubs - we worried about 
upsetting the piggies, but they took it all in their stride! It is wonderful to see 
the children interacting with the pigs, in the full knowledge that although we 
will give them a very happy life, at the end, they will become food. The adults 
decided against naming the pigs, but the cubs couldn’t resist, 

so we now have pigs called Sausages, Bacon, Breakfast on Legs, Lemoncow (?) 
and Digger - amongst others! 

Since then, The Nine have given us so much pleasure with their funny antics 
and they seem very happy. They are remarkably intelligent and interact well 
with their human carers, of course, encouraged by their daily feed. 

We’re really thankful to everyone who has joined in on our first year. Look out 
for our emails later this year when, all being well, we will be looking for new 
members for next year! 

Colin Tinker 

 

Marton Playing Fields Association 

The AGM was held on Wednesday 5th April 2022. 

1.   Chairman’s report 2021                                         

The highlight of the year was Great Marton Get Together Day which was a 
combination of Sports, Vintage cars and a collection of some amazing stalls – all 
followed by a party in the village hall.  A record amount of money was raised. 

Unfortunately, for practical reasons, Marton Cricket Club will no longer be 
using the field for their fixtures going forward.  The MPFA would like to thank 
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the club for all their support over the years and wish them the very best for 
the future. 

This does mean that we are reviewing the purposes of the pavilion and field to 
make sure that it remains a valued part of our village life.  So as part of the 
Parish Plan review this Summer, we will be asking the village what facilities 
and improvements they would like to see with the aim to improve village life 
and to “Keep Marton Active”. 

 2.   Treasurer’s report 

Current Account– 

24.03.20 - £1,603 

24.03.21 - £1,521. 

24.03.22 - £1,125 

 Savings Account– 

06.03.20 - £2,284 

06.03.21 - £2,385 

06.03.22 - £3,153 

Note - Due to HSBC introducing £5 per month per account charges and poor 
customer service we are currently in the process of moving accounts to a 
virgin money clubs and societies account. 

3.   Appointment of 2022 Committee 

Chair/Treasurer – Dinyar Baria      

Secretary – Helen Keeves 

Bookings Coordinator – John Buchanan 

Committee Member - Alan Naylor 

Committee Member Bernie Bayliss – also representing Marton Village Hall. 

Committee member – David Fry (also representing Museum of Country 
Bygones & Parish Council) 

Future Dates 

Great Marton Get Together 2022 -  Saturday 10th September 

Dinyar Baria 

 



Marton Walkers 

Since the end of lockdown last year we have walked most months. 

We have visited the following areas - Bascote ,Claverdon, 
Harbury ,Bubbenhall ,Kenilworth ,Warwick and Hunningham. 

The What's App group has now been operating for over 2 years. 

We walk approximately 5 miles , generally on the last Sunday of each month, 
starting and finishing at a pub , with a drink/ meal if required. 

Our AGM was held at Bubbenhall in January. 

To join Marton Walkers contact Mike Johnson on 01926 632960 or 07753 
968570 

You can e mail  mikeofmarton@hotmail.com or join our Whats App group by 
sending me your mobile phone number. 

Mike Johnson 

Marton War Memorial Hall 

Another "quiet year" by Village Hall standards as the nation continued to deal 
with the pandemic, however delighted to say that things did start to return to 
normal.... 

Whilst we "enjoyed" the period of relative inactivity the Committee continued 
to meet regularly, both virtually and face to face once restrictions allowed, and 
achieved lots to help the Hall move forward. We are now into the second year 
of a relaunched and revitalised 200 Club, the move to paperless 
communications is working and the major step forward towards cashless 
operations for ticketing and bar sales has added positively to the effective 
management of Hall activities. The key maintenance project that took place 
during the year saw major improvements to the Halls heating system with the 
fitting of a new boiler and refurbishment of the control systems.  

As the nation moved forwards, so did the Marton Community. In September 
the Hall worked with the MPFA on the Great Marton Get Together which took 
place in fantastic weather on the Playing Fields followed by a Back to School 
Disco in the Village Hall, a really memorable day! 

We were delighted that live music returned to the Hall during the year with two 
Live and Local presentations; Blair Dunlop appeared in October and returned in 
early May to support Ashley Hutchings and Becky Mills.  
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Whilst sadly the decision was taken not to have a formal Marton Night Out in 
2021 we were able to host an open mic evening with a well stocked bar and 
freshly cooked pizzas; we did, however see a return to a face to face Quiz in 
early April. It was absolutely brilliant to be in the Hall again with Clare 
Callaghan once again asking the taxing questions! 

As other Village organisations resumed their activities the Hall was once again 
used by the Brownies, Pilates group, the MPC and the History Group as well 
continuing as the venue for the very popular monthly Retirees tea. There were 
two Progressive Dinners during the year with the Hall being used, as usual, for 
after dinner refreshments.  

Hopefully the next 12 months will continue in a positive direction. We have 
the Queens Platinum celebrations to look forward to as well as big sporting 
events such as the 2022 Football World Cup.  

One thing that was maintained during the year was the Marton Community 
Network which was set  up in 2020 by the Village Hall, together with the 
Church and Parish Council. This has been a great success, working through a 
fantastic group of dedicated volunteers. Help and support has been provided 
to Villagers who have been affected by Covid whether it's a trip to the Post 
Office, pharmacy or supermarket, transport to a medical appointment or just a 
chat on the phone. We should all be proud of the Network as it is one of the 
things that makes Marton such a brilliant place to live.  

In conclusion I have to thank all of the  Committee members, and their 
families, for the hard work and support over the last 12 months. We couldn't 
have kept going without you! Whilst you are all absolute stars I'd like to make 
a special mention of Andy Bolam who is stepping down from the committee 
and the role of Treasurer when he and Bobbie move from Marton. Andy, 
thanks for all of your hard work. In closing I'm delighted to say that we are 
extremely hopeful that we are about to have some new members very soon - 
as always we are grateful to hear from anyone who would like to be involved! 

Rob Lummis 

Mpeg (Marton Practical Ecology Group) 

Mpeg (Marton Practical Ecology Group) was created in November 2021 to 
build on the work of the parish council to improve the village’s biodiversity. 
Mpeg activities are guided by ecology expert Dr Nick Steggall, working with 
Faye Chambers to co-ordinate volunteers. 

The first work party was held on 4 December and made a start on dead tree 



clearance and thinning in the narrow copse near the playground, to ensure 
retained trees can grow stronger and more light reaches undergrowth to 
enable a more diverse woodland structure. 

Some deadwood was left standing (as this is beneficial to wildlife) and some 
oversize trees were reduced and the resulting cut wood used in situ to create 
wildlife habitat piles. 

A second work party was held on 29 March to plant trees donated to the parish 
council and the MPFA by the Woodland Trust’s Jubilee Canopy project. About 
100 native species saplings and hedgerow plants were added to the playing 
field margins, including silver birch, rowan, wild cherry, hawthorn, dog rose, 
hazel and dogwood.  

Future activity for Mpeg might include wildflower hay gathering and hedgehog 
house monitoring. If any resident would like to help manage Marton’s ‘wilder’ 
areas, to improve the village’s overall ecology, please register interest at 
mpeg2022@gmail.com. 

You can also volunteer on a one-off basis, as details of all work parties will be 
sent ahead of time on the village email group. Accompanied children are 
always welcome. 

Faye Chambers 

 

Neighbourhood Watch 

As Neighbourhood Watch lead for Marton, I feel that the absolute best method 
of crime prevention in the village, is for us all to continue to keep an eye out for 
both ourselves and our neighbours, continue to send alerts by the Village email, 
and most importantly report any crimes in progress using 999, and any 
suspicious activity or non emergency response crimes, using the 101 police 
number. 

I am concerned that both of the Police Constables that supported Marton, PC 
Helena Seal, and her replacement PC Ash Baker, have now left, and the post is 
currently being advertised - there is no timescale for when this will be filled. 

Our remaining named Police Support is PCSO David Banks  6137, who keeps in 
touch by email and has access to our Police Hub in the Sports Pavilion, however 
David now covers all of Rugby areas, and all surrounding villages, including ours 
- a very large area, so his support to us is limited due to his high workload. 
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There are no official means of getting detailed crime figures for our Village - 
the Warwickshire Police Website does not give a detailed breakdown, David 
has assured me that if reported crime increases in the village he will let me 
know. 

David also said "With regards to CCTV, "Ring" doorbell cameras are a good 
product for residents to purchase themselves and the footage is good. I don't 
believe that they do bulk purchase discounts. CCTV on the museum would be 
a good idea for security reasons." CCTV on the Sports Pavilion and Village Hall 
would also be very good. 

I am always available if anyone in the village has any questions or suggestions 
regarding crime, crime prevention and police matters in the village. 

Keep safe out there and thank you all for remaining alert and vigilant and pro-
active. 

Miranda Aston 

St Esprit Church 

Reverend Jane took early retirement on health grounds at the end of February 
2021. We held a wonderful on line celebration of Rev Jane's time with us, she 
and Tim have moved to the Fylde coast and are enjoying life in their new 
home. We have been very grateful for the continued support of Revd Rob 
Rogers and Revd Martin Green (Area Dean)  throughout another challenging 
year. We worked with a team representing Holy Trinity, Long Itchington to 
recruit a new priest-in charge for the benefice but at the end of December 
2021 we had not filled the post (although the post is now filled with no 
confirmed start date). Janet Paget serves as Foundation Governor at Knightlow 
Primary School on behalf of the PCC. 

Due to the Covid pandemic, and the vulnerability of many members of the 
congregation, the church building remained closed until September. No 
baptisms, weddings or funerals were held, but some graveside services and 
internments took place. However, St Esprit held some wonderful open air 
services in the churchyard with glorious views over our lovely countryside and 
regular Sunday services via Facebook and YouTube.  Monthly midweek Holy 
Communion services took place via Zoom.  The Carols and Nativity Service was 
relocated to the village playing field (due to Covid outbreak) and greatly 
enjoyed by those who came along, including a congregation participation 
action nativity. 

The majority of events have not been possible, however in October we held a 



small-scale Progressive dinner, a great time was had by all who were able to 
attend. Thank you to all who supported that event with attendance or 
donations. The village joined in with the tree decorating in the snow and the 
advent window trail, both brought joy and light to the village at the end of a 
hard year.  

We have also continued to support the local foodbanks, with goods and 
donations, thank you for your generosity, it continues to be greatly 
appreciated. We have continued with mission giving both locally and 
internationally supporting continuing needs and crisis events.   

Our Quinquennial Review (a review of the condition of the building and any 
actions needed) was carried out in July. Some concerns were expressed re the 
stonework but generally the tone of the report was positive, we continue to 
maintain the church building in line with the recommendations.  Churchyard 
maintenance has taken place when allowed by government guidelines. The 
older part of the churchyard is set aside to encourage biodiversity and we are 
working towards Eco Church Awards in all areas. Thank you to those who 
support the upkeep of the churchyard including John Buchanan for the regular 
mowing. 

St Esprit church building is always open, please take time to relax and enjoy the 
church and the churchyard. The book swap is well stocked, please help 
yourselves. If anyone has pastoral needs including home visits, baptisms, 
weddings, funerals and chaplaincy support in hospital, please contact Jenny 
Walsh or Janet Paget. 

Jenny Walsh 

6. A.O.B 

 A concern was raised about the Helicopters operating from Fishpools 
Farm, Frankton flying low over the village. 

 Cllr Chambers proposed she contacts the company operating the 
 Helicopters requesting consideration for the villagers to be made when 
 flights are making their approach to base. 
 

 As the Cricket Club no longer class themselves as a village entity it is 
proposed the Clerk asks the club if they wish to be removed from the list 
of Marton organisations. 
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Some Activities of Marton  

Village Groups 2021-2022 



  Marton Church  

News 

Church Information 

SERVICES FOR MAY 

 The next In The Spirit, a 

Deanery wide 

contemporary lay led 

service, will be on 3 July 

at 6.00pm for 

refreshments and chat, 

starting at 6.30pm. In The 

Spirit will not be held in 

August.  

 Rev Rob Rogers continues 

to support us, with an on-

line service of Holy 

Communion, we have 
30 

joined with other parishes on 

Wednesdays at 7.00pm – please let Joe 

Walsh know if you would like joining 

instructions.  

 Our in person informal all age service is 

on the third Sunday 10.30am (for a 

cuppa and cake) starting at 10.45am, this 

will be 17 July with no service in August – 

all are very welcome. 

 We also have Deanery recorded on-line 

services led by Rev Martin Green every 

Sunday, the services explore a current 

issue in a biblical context with 

contemporary worship. The services are 

communicated via email and delivered 

via Facebook and YouTube.   

 Services are held at Holy Trinity in Long 

Itchington at 9.30am every Sunday, with 

Holy Communion twice a month, please 

let Janet know if you need a lift or more 

information.  

Details are on the noticeboard and the 

Marton email, please contact us by email 

(StEspritMarton@gmail.com) if you want 

joining details for services or wish to be 

included on our Church mailing list (email or 

posted). 

mailto:StEspritMarton@gmail.com


Marton Church 

 Licensing of our new PRIEST IN CHARGE – 

Wednesday 7 September 2022 

The installation of the Reverend Canon Richard 

Suffern, previously Rector of St Margaret’s, 

Whitnash, as our new Priest-in-Charge will be 

at 7.30pm on September 7th in Holy Trinity, 

Long Itchington. Details will be shared via the 

Marton email but we would like to invite all 

who wish to attend Richard’s licensing, please 

let us know if you are attending. 

In the meantime, if you need pastoral care or 

would like to arrange home visits (including 

communion), baptisms, weddings, hospital 

visits or funerals please contact your 

churchwardens (Janet and Jenny, directly or via 

StEspritMarton@gmail.com).  

ST ESPRIT CHURCH IS OPEN EVERY DAY & 

BOOK SHELVES FULL 

We have lots of children’s books, so if you want 

to read in church or take books home over the 

summer holidays, please do. The church is open 

every day so please use the church for 

meditation, reading, a wander, prayers or just 

to be in a beautiful peaceful place. Children are 

always welcome to play and wonder too. There 

are leaflets about the history, vicars through 

the ages and the metalwork, please enjoy and 

tell others.  

CHURCHYARD & CHURCH 

CLEANING – HELP REQUIRED 

PLEASE Saturday 31 July  

from 10.00am  

There will be Working Parties 

both inside and outside 

(weather permitting) the 

church on 25 July 10.00 -

12.30 (bring your own tools) 

to cover both July and 

August. All help is 

appreciated at these 

mornings or at any other 

time to keep your village 

church and churchyard tidy 

as well as beneficial for flora 

and fauna.  A bigger effort in 

September will be needed to 

cut the older part of the 

churchyard, the biodiversity 

is increasing and we are 

delighted to be able to 

wonder at God’s creation in 

all shapes and sizes, we hope 

you all enjoy it too. 
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Village News 
Local Business based in 

Marton 

We provide an EARLY and RELIABLE 
Newspaper and Magazine delivery service 
For more details please contact Zena Richards on 

01926 633138 or 07788991933 
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 Marton Contacts  

Outside the village 

 

 

Emergency Contacts 

    Gas:       0800 111 999  

    Water:      0800 7834444 

    Electricity:     0800 0568090 

    Floodline:     0845 988 1188  

    NHS Direct:     111  
 

Rugby Borough Council       01788 533533   

           www.rugby.gov.uk 

Warwickshire County Council      01926 410410   
           www.warwickshire.gov.uk 

Councillors 

Borough Councillor   Emma Crane      07956895529  
           emma.crane@rugby.gov.uk 

County Councillor    Howard Roberts    01788 519603   
                                 cllrroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk   

Member of Parliament 

Jeremy Wright (Conservative)      01926 853650   
           jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk   

Warwickshire Police 

Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team 

To contact the team directly (not for reporting a crime) 01788 853851   

To report a crime or any suspicious incident   101 

In an emergency        999 

Email: rrs.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

Twitter: @RugbyCops 
Rugby Police Station, Newbold Road,  

Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2DH 

Rugby Anti-Social Behaviour Wardens    0800 096 8800 

 

24-hour Free Confidential Helplines 

Childline (for under 19s)   childline.org.uk   0800 1111    

MHM Coventry & Warks  mhm.org.uk   0800 616 171    

Samaritans    samaritans.org   08457 90 90 90   

YoungMinds Crisis Messenger youngminds.org.uk  Text YM to 85258 
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 Marton Contacts 

 Inside the village 

Marton Parish Council  
    Clerk:      Sarah Robson   clerk@martonvillage.com 

                                     

Councillors:     Faye Chambers      (Contact via the Clerk)  

       Rob Lummis    
       David Fry       
       Mike Taylor  

       Mark Hardy   

Village Organisations 
Marton Newsletter  (Editorial)  David Fry    01926 632936 

Marton Newsletter (Advertising) Sharon Edwards  sharon.edwards0@googlemail.com 

Marton Vicar    Jenny/Janet                    (see below)   

Village Hall     Maya Van Der Galien  07414224228 
                  villagehall.marton@gmail.com  

Playing Field Association  Dinyar Baria  

Marton Pig Club    Andrew Heath                   07515911926 
            sausages.marton@gmail.com 

Neighbourhood Watch   Miranda Aston   07931 770249  

Cricket Club     Alan Naylor   07480193093 

Marton Museum    David Fry    01926 632936 

Local History     David Fry    01926 632936 

Marton Art     Joan Sherratt   01926 632837 

            jmsherratt@btinernet.com 

Marton Walkers    Mike Johnson   01926 632960 

Brownies     Elizabeth Murray  01926 815466 

Church Warden    Janet Paget   01926 632509  

       Jenny Walsh   01926 632547 

Emergency Flood Group  Parish Council  See contacts above 

Dog Warden     Andrea Jacques             01926 632799 

Snow Warden    Graham Wood   01926 632610 
Website 

www.martonvillage.com email:                        newsletter@martonvillage.com 
Join Marton group email and find out the news as it happens or circulate your requests or 

offers.  If you want to be added to the group contact:                admin@martonvillage.com 
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