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Marton Diary
Events

May
1

Church: In the Spirit

18.30

6

Village Hall: Paradise & Thorns

20.00

10

Marton Parish Council

19.30

10

Church: Online Communion

19.00

12

Retirees’ Tea

14.00

13

Mobile Library

11.50

15

Church: All Age Informal Service 10.45

16

Local History Group outing

26

Church: Coffee Morning

28

Church & Churchyard Working Party10.00

29

Marton Walkers

tba
10.30

10.00

June
5

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee & St Esprit
Patronal Celebration Service

10.30

5

Jubilee street party

12.30

9

Retirees’ Tea

14.00

24

Mobile Library

11.50

25

Church & Churchyard Working Party 10.30

26

Marton Walkers

10.00

30

Church: Coffee Morning

10.30

Don’t Forget!
June 5th; The Queen's Platinum
Jubilee and St Esprit Patronal
Celebration service, followed by a
bring and share lunch.

Sign up for the
village group email,
which is invaluable
for keeping you in
touch with
village life.
If you want to be
added to the group
contact:

admin@martonvillage.com

NB Please note the deadline
for the June Newsletter is
Sunday 22 May 2022.
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Marton News
Newsbites
Beware the Jitty still!
Just to let you know that our
thatcher who was supposed to
be starting to work on our
front roof in April has been
delayed a month. Therefore
please note the warning given
below in the last Newsletter.
He will have scaffolding all
along the front of the cottage
but will make sure the ‘Jitty’
will be clear.
Thatchers no longer work from
ladders due to health and
safety requirements.
Thanks Wiz and Vic,
62 Oxford Road

No Cemex Lorries
Enjoy the three weeks from 25
April to 16 May when Cemex
are taking their annual
shutdown. This is done each
year to enable in depth
maintenance to be carried out
to all the machinery at the
Rugby and Southam sites. So
no lorries!
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COVID-19: Marton Community
Network – We can still help!
As many of you are aware, before lockdown
started a small group representing the Parish
Council, Church and Village Hall met to
discuss how to support the Marton community.
We all believe it’s beneficial to work together
and support each other.
As a result, if you are self-isolating because of

COVID-19 and need some help with:

 Picking up shopping or
prescriptions
 Posting mail
 A friendly phone call
 Urgent supplies
 Transport to a medical
appointment
Please make contact with either:
Helen on: 07793 213048
Helen.Keeves@hotmail.co.uk
or Rob on:
lummisrob@gmail.com or
07764 377163
Please don’t be afraid to ask!
We will be happy to arrange for you to
receive the help you need. Please remember
you should only accept help from people you
know and trust - always ring for clarification if
you are not sure.
A big thank you: to all the wonderful
volunteers who continue to support the
Marton Community with offers of help!
Thanks for reading, please take care and
stay safe.
Rob (Marton Parish Council)

Marton News
Marton Copse: A Progress Report
One month on from planting young trees
on the playing fields, a check on their

Newsbites
See our new
cooking idea

on page 15
Can You Help?

progress was approached with trepidation.
It has been a rather dry month compared
to normal so a degree of attrition was
expected.
Pleasingly a rapid survey suggested all
have taken well and some are already
bursting through their protective sheaths.
The stakes have done
their job and the potential
for human interference
has been avoided so far.
Given that some of the
funding has come from
the Queen’s Jubilee Green Canopy
campaign, hopefully even more progress
will be noticeable by the start of June.

The next Marton
Parish Council
Meeting
7.30pm Tuesday
10 May 2022
at the Village Hall

Don’t Forget
Retirees’ Tea

Marton Village Hall
2.00pm Thursday 12
May 2022
All Welcome
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Marton Village Hall
Quiz Night
Return of Quiz Night
It was great to see the Marton
Quiz Night return to the
village hall in April, two years
after the last physical quiz
held there. And what a two
years it’s been with the hiatus
of Covid and lockdowns. Still,
quizmaster Clare did her best
to keep teams’ brain cells and
social skills sharp in the
interim with online quizzes.
Whether it worked is up for
debate, as comparisons with
previous quiz results show a
significant drop in scores both
at the top and the bottom of
the table!
As ever, the organisation of
the night was superb, with a
welcoming bar and interval
refreshments as well as the all
-important questions set and
delivered by Clare with
support from Rob. There were
a number of rounds testing a
wide range of general
knowledge, plus some visual
tabletop challenges
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(matching famous people/quotes, occupation
anagrams and decoding emoji food brands)
to try to squeeze into any short gaps between
other questions. It was fast-paced and
surprisingly challenging.
As usual the strength was in its variety,
proving a well-rounded team is needed to
conquer questions on everything from ABBA
Andrew collects
the winning trophy
for ‘Pigs Might Fly’

Marton Village Hall
lyrics, to boat race locations, mosaic styles,
Pirates of the Caribbean and much, much
more.

Events

The final results were tantalisingly
close and topped by the new
guardians of the Marton Pig Club,
aptly named Pigs Might Fly. The
honour of last place went to The
Dukes of Quizzard, who struggled
on under capacity after a team
member was called to duty to face
very different challenges for
Ukraine.
Congratulations to everyone who
took part, and to Clare and the
village hall team for staging a very
successful comeback for this everpopular event.

Prize winning beer
for John from ‘The
Dukes of Quizzard’
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Marton Groups
Marton Walkers
Marton Walkers
The Racecourse pub in
Warwick – now renamed
No.34 Garden and Grill after a
refurbishment – was the
meeting place for the March
Marton Walk.
The group started the walk on
Warwick Racecourse, heading
north east across the course
towards the Birmingham
Road, where we joined the
canal. We continued along
the canal southwards, passing
the historic Cape of Good
Hope pub, before leaving the
canal to join the Coventry
Road.
Turning right, we walked back
towards Warwick and then
entered Priory Park. Opened
in 1953, the park is named
after the Priory of St
Sepulchre, which was built on
the site in the 12th Century.
After the dissolution of the
monasteries, a large stately
home called ‘The Priory’ was
constructed on the site, which
sat in forty acres of
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parkland until the 1920s, when it was shipped
to Virginia, USA. The park is a scheduled
ancient monument because of its fascinating
history. Upon leaving the park we walked
through historic Warwick to return to the pub
for a meal.
If you would like to join the WhatsApp group
to hear about future Marton walks please
email your mobile number to
mikeofmarton@hotmail.com. Walks take
place on the final Sunday of every month,
starting at 10.00am from a local pub. The
walks are about 5 miles in length and take
approximately 2 hours. There is no obligation
to eat or drink at the pub afterwards. Come
and join us when you have a free Sunday
morning to enjoy some fresh air, beautiful
countryside and conversation with fellow
villagers, as well as walkers from other
locations. Our May walk takes place on
Sunday 29th.

Marton Wildlife
It’s that time of year again… when
the dawn chorus is at its height

Birdlife

Springing into song
From March to July, those feathered alarm
clocks are at it again, as they defend their
territories and sing to attract a mate.
Our songbirds time their breeding season to
the warmest part of the year, when there is
plenty of food and lots of daylight in which to
find it. As winter turns to spring, the
lengthening daylight switches male songbirds
into breeding mode.
The first songsters of the season are residents
such as Robins

See above and right, Robin, Song Thrush,
Blackbird, Greenfinch and Yellowhammer on
Fields Farm Lane
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Marton Wildlife
Birdlife
Song Thrush, Greenfinch and
Yellowhammer, joined later
on by migrants such as
Chiffchaffs, Blackcaps and
Whitethroats to make May
and June the peak time to
enjoy the dawn chorus.

Whitethroat on the public footpath at the
corner of Anthony’s field
The early bird gets the worm
The first birds begin to sing about an hour
before sunrise. If you listen carefully, you may
notice that there is a regular sequence, with
some species habitually starting before
others. Among the earliest to rise are
skylarks, song thrushes, robins and
blackbirds, and as they do eat worms there
may be some truth to the old saying!

Black cap and Chiffchaff Chaff
in Eathorpe Nature Reserve.
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A more relaxed approach is taken by wrens
and warblers, that typically appear later.
These smaller birds, who are perhaps more
sensitive to the coldness of dawn, feed on
insects that themselves appear later in the
morning.

Marton Wildlife
He who sings last...

Birdlife

Singing is hard work, and uses hard won food
reserves, so it is the fittest, best-fed males who
produce the strongest, most impressive song.
Females therefore choose a mate who sings
best, because such a male is more likely to be
good at raising chicks, to have a good territory,
or to pass
successful
genes to their
young.
In many
species, once
the female has
been attracted,
the male will sing less often. A bird that sings
on and on, late into the season, is probably a
lonely batchelor who has failed to attract a
mate.
And as for the Raucous Rooks in and around
Marton, they make their noise anytime!
Enjoying your dawn chorus
If you want to listen to a dawn chorus, then
the best days to choose are those with fine,
clear weather and little wind. It can be cold
early in the day, so remember to take warm
clothes. Late April through to early June is the
best period, when most species are singing
well.
Dawn chorus peaks half-an-hour before to half

-an-hour after sunrise, but
the variety of song can prove
too confusing at that time, so
why not get into position a
good hour before sunrise,
and enjoy the arrival of the
performers as each takes
their turn on stage.
Thanks to RSPB for textual
support and an enthusiastic
village photographer and
ornithologist for the images.
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Marton Groups
Local History Group
Marton Local History
Group AGM & Elms Talk
Monday 25 April
The first AGM after a couple
of years of Covid-delayed
meetings revealed an
improving attendance and a
healthy overall financial
situation. The continuing
problem was to find topics for
meetings that had a local
theme. It’s not that there is a
shortage of topics, rather
there is a shortage of people
to do the research! One
possibility is shortening the
season of meetings to the first
half of the year. Grateful
thanks were given to Andy
Bolam who is standing down
as Treasurer and secretary as
he is leaving the village.
The second part of the
evening was devoted to the
results of an investigation into
the history of The Elms, a
significant house marking the
entry to the village from the
south.
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Dating from the eighteenth century it was
originally three cottages that were
amalgamated in the early nineteenth
century. For much of the nineteenth century
it was rented out (from 1849 to the Vicar of
Marton - had the new Vicarage not been built
yet?). In 1888 it was sold to the Hall family
(see photo above from the early 1890s
outside The Elms). They soon moved to
another house in the village in 1895 and the
house was sold. It was rented out again for
another thirty years, for much of that time
lived in by the owner of the Leamington Spa
Courier.
From 1929, for the first time, it was lived in
by the owners, of which there were only
three until Nick and Cordelia Webb bought it
in 1985. In the fifties and sixties it was
occupied by Roland Wickenden (who went on
to form Townsend Thoresen Ferries),
followed by the Ordish Family headed by
‘Pop’ Ordish a retired dentist and his two
daughters (one of which was a doctor).

Marton Groups
Marton Museum Opens again
this Month

Local History Group

The museum is pleased to be reopening this
month in more normal times after Covid
disruption of recent years.
Having received planning permission for a
storage extension, it is now possible for a
longer term view to be taken on exhibiting the
collection. In the short term a new exhibition
of Jubilee related items is being prepared
which will be described in more detail in next
month’s Newsletter.
We hope you will come along and look from
Sunday 29 May between 2.00pm and
4.00pm. If you have visitors and want to show
them around at another time, do make
contact (using the contacts on the back page)
and it should be possible to arrange.

Marton Local History
Group

Museum Mystery Object Revealed
An object from the museum will be featured
each month in the Newsletter to give an
insight into the amazing collection put
together by George Timms. This month it is a

Guided Walk Around
Historic Brinklow
Village
Evening
Monday 16 May

Following on from the
Covid interrupted series of
annual walks around
Warwickshire settlements,
Mike Johnson will be
guiding the MLHG around
Brinklow.
Despite its Norman castle
and being specially laid out
as a town in medieval
times, it was not a great
urban success.

thatcher’s comb. This crudely made object
comes from a local thatching family and dates
from the nineteenth century. It is one part of
a large display of thatching tools.

Further details of
arrangements will be
circulated nearer the time.
11

Marton Church
News

Church Information
SERVICES FOR MAY
The next In The Spirit, a
Deanery wide
contemporary lay led
service, will be on 1 May
at 6.00pm for
refreshments and chat,
starting at 6.30pm. In The
Spirit will not be held on 5
June due to the Jubilee
celebrations.
Rev Rob Rogers continues to
support us, with an online
service of Holy
Communion on the
second Tuesday at
7.00pm, 10 May – please
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let Joe Walsh know if you would like
joining instructions.
Our in person informal all age service is on
the third Sunday 10.30am (for a cuppa
and cake) starting at 10.45am, this will be
15 May – all are very welcome.
We also have Deanery recorded online
services led by Rev Martin Green every
Sunday, the services explore a current
issue in a biblical context with
contemporary worship. The services are
communicated via email and delivered
via Facebook and YouTube – if being used
in church, with added refreshments and
live worship, we will send an email to the
village.
Services will be held at Holy Trinity in Long
Itchington at 9.30am every Sunday, with
Holy Communion twice a month, please
let Janet know if you need a lift or more
information.
Details are on the noticeboard and the
Marton email, please contact us by email
(StEspritMarton@gmail.com) if you want
joining details for services or wish to be
included on our Church mailing list (email or
posted).
PRIEST IN CHARGE
Arrangements are progressing for the
installation of the Reverend Canon Richard
Suffern, currently Rector of St Margaret’s,
Whitnash, in this diocese, as our new Priest-

Marton Church
in-Charge. Thank you for your support during
the vacancy. Please continue to pray for
Richard, Jacqui and their family as they prepare
for this new stage of ministry. Details of
Richard’s licensing, probably in the Autumn,
will follow in due course.
In the meantime, if you need pastoral care or
would like to arrange home visits (including
communion), baptisms, weddings or funerals
please contact your churchwardens (Janet and
Jenny, directly or via
StEspritMarton@gmail.com). The parish share
is still required to be paid even though we have
no incumbent so our costs have not changed
although the Diocese has held the 2022 Parish
Share at the same level as 2021.
COFFEE MORNING in ST ESPRIT – 26 May & 30
June
Our regular church
coffee mornings are on
the last Thursday of the
month from 10:30am in
church. Everyone is
very welcome at this
friendly community
event. Don’t be shy… it’s not just for
churchgoers nor is it ladies only!
ST ESPRIT CHURCH IS OPEN EVERY DAY &
BOOK SHELVES FULL
A few people have mentioned that they
assumed the church was generally locked but

News
would like to look around,
the church is open every day
so please use the church for
meditation, a wander,
prayers or just to be in a
beautiful peaceful place.
Children are always welcome
to play and wonder too.
There are leaflets about the
history, vicars through the
ages and the metalwork,
please enjoy and tell others.
The book shelves are filled so
please help yourself to books
too.
CHURCHYARD & CHURCH
CLEANING – HELP REQUIRED
PLEASE Saturday 28 May
from 10.00am
There will be Working Parties
both inside and outside
(weather permitting) the
church on 28 May 10.00 12.30 (bring your own tools).
All help is appreciated at
these mornings or at any
other time to keep your
village church and churchyard
tidy as well as beneficial for
flora and fauna, especially in
the old churchyard section.
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Marton Church
News
THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM
JUBILEE SERVICE – SUNDAY 5
JUNE
Sunday 5 June will be a double
celebration; it is St Esprit’s
Patronal Day (basically our
birthday) and it is the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee celebration.
We will be holding a
celebration service in the
morning (gathering from
10.30am to start at 10.45am)
with refreshments before and
after, followed by the village
celebration outside the church
and War Memorial Hall. It
would be wonderful and
fitting to celebrate together.
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH
MEETING
Our APCM was held on 7 April.
Janet Paget and Jenny Walsh
were re-elected as
churchwardens, Andrea
Jacques and Jo Shirlaw agreed
to become PCC members. Joe
Walsh (Lay Chair), Gina Malin
(Treasurer) and David Doggett
(Deanery representative) all
agreed to continue as PCC
members. We
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remembered with thanks the late Barry
Smith, PCC member and great friend of the
church. Thank you to Helen Keeves for
reviewing the annual accounts.

The Easter cross outside St Esprit,
decorated with a purple robe for
Good Friday.

Marton Cuisine
Calling All Cooks
The Progressive
Dinner was a
resounding
success as usual.
There must have
been some
memorable dishes
presented to
participants. This
occasion is not alone, many coffee mornings,
teas and charity events provide Marton with
mouth-watering offers. We wondered if people
would like to share recipes for their signature
dishes and exchange cookery tips.
Maybe there is someone in the village who
would be willing to coordinate a cookery
column in the village newsletter? It does not
have to be every month and who knows it
could result in a Marton cookbook on sale in
the museum.

Spiced Apple Cake
RECIPE
Ingredients: - 500g/1lb
peeled, cored, sliced cooking
apples
250g/8oz self-raising flour [or
free from]
150g/5oz soft cooking
spread/butter
250g/8oz caster sugar
2 eggs
Half teaspoon cinnamon /
ground cloves
Quarter teaspoon grated
nutmeg
25-50 g/1-2 oz chopped
walnuts if desired

If you are interested, please contact either
David (who loves cake) df@davidfry.net

Method Preheat oven
to170c, line/grease an 8inch
deep cake tin.

Or Joan (who tries to resist it)
jmsherratt@btinternet.com, 01926 632837.

Blend fat sugar and eggs, add
flour, spices and walnuts

A recipe to start off with could be a version of
Biddy`s Spiced Apple Cake. You may have
sampled it at the museum`s heritage open
days. It can be eaten cold as a teatime treat or
warm with cream or ice cream as a pudding. It
is not intended as competition with the
forthcoming Platinum Pudding!

Spoon half mixture into tin,
spread evenly. Cover with the
apple slices, top with
remaining mixture
Bake for 1-1 1/2 hrs until
golden and a skewer comes
out clean. Leave in tin until
cold.
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Marton Adverts
LocalNews
Display
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Marton Adverts
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Marton Adverts
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Marton Adverts

Village News
Local Business based in
Marton
We provide an EARLY and RELIABLE
Newspaper and Magazine delivery service
For more details please contact Zena Richards on
01926 633138 or 07788991933
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Marton Adverts
Adverts
Marton
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Marton Adverts
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Marton Adverts
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Marton Contacts
Outside the village
Emergency Contacts
Gas:
Water:
Electricity:
Floodline:
NHS Direct:
Rugby Borough Council

0800 111 999
0800 7834444
0800 0568090
0845 988 1188
111
01788 533533
www.rugby.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Council

01926 410410
www.warwickshire.gov.uk

Councillors
Borough Councillor Emma Crane

07956895529
emma.crane@rugby.gov.uk

County Councillor

Howard Roberts

01788 519603
cllrroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Jeremy Wright (Conservative)

01926 853650
jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk

Warwickshire Police
Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team
To contact the team directly (not for reporting a crime)
To report a crime or any suspicious incident
In an emergency
Email: rrs.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
Twitter: @RugbyCops
Rugby Police Station, Newbold Road,
Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2DH
Rugby Anti-Social Behaviour Wardens

01788 853851
101
999

0800 096 8800

24-hour Free Confidential Helplines
Childline (for under 19s)
MHM Coventry & Warks
Samaritans
YoungMinds Crisis Messenger

childline.org.uk
mhm.org.uk
samaritans.org
youngminds.org.uk

0800 1111
0800 616 171
08457 90 90 90
Text YM to 85258
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Marton Contacts
Inside the village
Marton Parish Council
Clerk:

Sarah Robson

Councillors:

Faye Chambers
Rob Lummis
David Fry
Mike Taylor
Mark Hardy

clerk@martonvillage.com

(Contact via the Clerk)

Village Organisations
Marton Newsletter (Editorial)
Marton Newsletter (Advertising)

David Fry
Sharon Edwards

01926 632936

Marton Vicar

Jenny/Janet

Village Hall

Maya Van Der Galien

(see below)
07414224228

Playing Field Association
Marton Pig Club

Dinyar Baria
Andrew Heath

Neighbourhood Watch
Cricket Club
Marton Museum
Local History
Marton Art

Miranda Aston
Alan Naylor
David Fry
David Fry
Joan Sherratt

Marton Walkers
Brownies
Church Warden

Mike Johnson
Elizabeth Murray
Janet Paget
Jenny Walsh
Parish Council
Andrea Jacques
Graham Wood

sharon.edwards0@googlemail.com

villagehall.marton@gmail.com

07515911926
sausages.marton@gmail.com

Emergency Flood Group
Dog Warden
Snow Warden

07931 770249
07480193093
01926 632936
01926 632936
01926 632837
jmsherratt@btinernet.com
01926 632960
01926 815466
01926 632509
01926 632547
See contacts above
01926 632799
01926 632610

Website
www.martonvillage.com email:

newsletter@martonvillage.com

Join Marton group email and find out the news as it happens or circulate your requests or
offers. If you want to be added to the group contact:
admin@martonvillage.com
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The Easter cross at St Esprit celebrating Ukraine on Easter Day

The classical architecture of Eathorpe drive bridge.
Why such an adventurous, almost pretentious, piece
of expensive architecture for a minor coach drive?

