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 Marton Contacts 

 Inside the village 

Marton Parish Council  
    Clerk:      Melinda Doggett   clerk@martonvillage.com
                                     01926  632468  

Councillors:     Faye Chambers      (Contact via the Clerk)  

       Rob Lummis    
       David Fry       
       Mike Taylor  

       Sarah Crawford   

Village Organisations 
Marton Newsletter  (Editorial)  David Fry    01926 632936 

Marton Newsletter (Advertising) Sharon Edwards  sharon.edwards0@googlemail.com 

Marton Vicar    Jenny/Janet                    (see below)   

Village Hall     Maya Van Der Galien  07537 853866 
                  villagehall.marton@gmail.com  

Playing Field Association  Dinyar Baria  

Marton Pig Club    Colin Tinker   

Neighbourhood Watch   Miranda Aston   07931 770249  

Cricket Club     Alan Naylor   07480193093 

Marton Museum    David Fry    01926 632936 

Local History     Andy Bolam   01926 634841 

Marton Nature    Joan Sherratt   01926 632837 

            jmsherratt@btinernet.com 

Marton Walkers    Mike Johnson   01926 632960 

Brownies     Elizabeth Murray  01926 815466 

Church Warden    Janet Paget   01926 632509  

       Jenny Walsh   01926 632547 

Emergency Flood Group  Parish Council  See contacts above 

Dog Warden     Andrea Jacques             01926 632799 

Snow Warden    Graham Wood   01926 632610 
Website 

www.martonvillage.com email:                        newsletter@martonvillage.com 
Join Marton group email and find out the news as it happens or circulate your requests or 

offers.  If you want to be added to the group contact:                admin@martonvillage.com 
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   Marton Diary 

Events 

Marton Village Hall 
The Village Hall is back to 

normal activities with many 

improvements. See the diary 

for upcoming events as well as 

pages 16 and 17.  

 

NB Please note the deadline 
for the November 

Newsletter is Sunday 24 
October 2021. 
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Do sign up for the 

village group email, 

which is invaluable 

for keeping you in 

touch with what is 

happening. 

 

If you want to be 

added to the group 

contact:                
admin@martonvillage.com 

October 

  2    Progressive Dinner 

  3 Church: Harvest Festival, 

        Holy Trinity Long Itchington      10.30 

  8 Mobile Library              11.50    

14 Retirees’ Tea                  14.00         

16    Blaire Dunlop Show                       20.00  

23    Annual Cancer Charity Sale            10.00  

24 Church: All Age Service              10.30 

25 Marton Local History Group       19.30 

28 Church: Coffee Morning              10.30 

29    Mobile Library          11.50 

31 Marton Walkers                10.00 

November 

  9    Marton Parish Council                  19.30 

 11 Retirees’ Tea                 14.00 

19    Mobile Library                 11.00  

25 Church: Coffee Morning              10.30 

28    Marton Walkers                10.00  

29    Marton Local History Group       19.30 



  Marton News 

Newsbites 

Speeding on the A423 
Marton 

 Rather optimistically, a full 
report on speeding on the 
main road was promised in 
the last Newsletter. 
Unfortunately Warwickshire 
County Council Highways have 
not been able to provide an 
up to date analysis, but have 
supplied figures for 2015 and 
2017 (the parish council would 
have to pay £1000 for the 
council to do a survey now.  

Nevertheless, the parish 
council has kept records of 
traffic numbers and speeds 
going back to 1987. These 
were discussed at the last 
parish council meeting. They 
indicated that both in terms of 
speed and traffic amount 
there has been surprisingly 
very little change over the last 
thirty years. 

The most recent figures for 
the A423 can be found on the 
website roadtrafficstats.uk. If 
you would like others please 
contact the clerk. 

 

COVID-19: Marton Community 
Network – We can still help! 

As many of you are aware, before lockdown 
started a small group representing the Parish 
Council,  Church and  Village Hall  met to 
discuss how to support the Marton 
community. We all believe it’s beneficial to 
work together and support each other. 

As a result, if you are self-isolating because 
of COVID-19 and need some help with: 

 Picking up shopping or 
prescriptions 

 Posting mail 

 A friendly phone call 

 Urgent supplies 

Please make contact with either: 
 
Helen on:   07793 213048 or 

Rob on:      lummisrob@gmail.com or  
      07764 377163 

Please don’t be afraid to ask! 
 

We will be happy to arrange for you to 
receive the help you need. Please remember 
you should only accept help from people you 
know and trust - always ring for clarification if 
you are not sure. 

A big thank you: to all the wonderful 
volunteers who continue to support the 
Marton Community with offers of help! 

Thanks for reading, please take care and 
stay safe. 

Rob (Marton Parish Council)  
Mobile: 07764 377163     
lummisrob@gmail.com  
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maybe your mental health. 
Unfortunately there is no 
direct bus service to 
Leamington or Warwick , 
though there are frequent 
connections available from 
Coventry.  

The technical bit 
All buses are numbered 25 
with a few 25A. They are on a 
circular route to Rugby and 
then back to Coventry and vice 
versa. Buses to Coventry stop 
by the bus shelter and those to 
Rugby stop on the opposite 
side of the road. 

The bus leaves Coventry at 
06.50/10.05/ 
12.05/14.05/16.05/18.10. 
Arrives in Marton at 07.41am/ 
10.56/12.56/14.56/16.56/ 
18.56. If you want to travel to 
Rugby these are also the times 
you would hop on the bus for 
Rugby. 

The bus from Rugby leaves 
Rugby at 08.50am/11.50/ 
13.50/15.50/17.50 arriving in 
Marton at the times given 
above for travel to Coventry.  
Simple! Give it a go.   

  Marton News 

Newsbites Let the Bus Take  
the Strain 

Although the benefits of public transport 
from Marton are not a secret to all villagers, 
it’s a fair bet that it is to most. Did you know 
that any journey from the village to 
Coventry or Rugby and points in between 
costs only £2.20 a trip? If you are eligible for 
a bus pass it is free (after 9.30am and before 
11.00pm). 

Think! 
 It takes the strain out of having to drive 
 No finding a parking space  
 No paying for parking.  
 Saving by not using petrol  
 Benefiting the environment 

Obviously this is not so good if you are 
doing a lot of heavy shopping or are short of 
time. It takes about 50 minutes to Coventry 
and 40 minutes to Rugby. By taking a 
circuitous route through the villages you get 
a good view over the hedges that driving 
does not allow. At least treat yourself to an 
occasional adventure, even one less car 
journey can help the environment and 
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  Marton News 

Social Events 

The Great Marton Get 

Together 

What a way to relaunch social 

events in the village! The 

Great Marton Get Together 

was a fantastic afternoon of 

fun and fundraising, all in 

glorious sunshine. 

Catching up with friends and 

neighbours was the priority 

after such a long Covid-

enforced break in social 

events and it was lovely to see 

a good number of new faces 

making the most of the 

opportunity too. 

Between catch-ups there was 

everything you could wish for 

in an event that merged 

sports day (three-legged and 

egg-and-spoon classics), 

village show (funny shaped vegetables), rural 

festival (friendly sheep and chickens), classic 

car show (chrome in the sunshine), 

fundraising (neon alcohol tombola prizes), 

BBQ (hot chefs) and more. 

It was thirsty work and emergency supplies 

had to be found for the bar to stop it running 

dry. This could have affected the 

performance of the sports day competitors 

had it not also been for a great array of cakes 

on sale to keep energy levels up. 

Maybe this contributed to the tug-of-war 

becoming legendary; more than 60 people, 
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  Marton News 

Back To School Disco 

To complete the ambition of 

mashing a year’s worth of 

missed events in to one day, 

for those of us high on 

socialising there was also a 

‘Back To School’ disco at the 

village hall following The 

Great Marton Get Together. 

The hall was decorated with 

enthusiasm and style, with 

indecipherable Latin 

challenges and 11+ test-

papers to stimulate the mind. 

Everything else was 

stimulated by a disco with 

projector screen, combining 

videos and music from the 

1920s onwards. Lots of 

children – and even a dog – 

made the most of classic 

tunes released decades 
5 

young and old, were cheered on in their 

efforts, followed by the Ben Cox memorial 

race, won comfortably by the reigning 

champion Simon Chambers. All this raised an 

amazing £982.81. 

Looking back 

on it makes 

you wonder 

whether 

anywhere 

else in the 

world has 

ever created 

an event 

that 

combined a 

stirring bagpipe performance with an 

opportunity to get a world-class massage and 

the challenge of an assault course run by an 

army major. With these and many other 

eccentric offerings it was a much-needed 

reminder of how many dedicated, creative and 

fun-loving people make Marton a wonderful 

place to live. Thank you all. 

Social Events 



  Marton News 

Social Events Unveiling the Marton Museum 

Plaque 

As noted in recent editions of the 

Newsletter, local farmer Graham Robson is 

celebrating his ninetieth birthday this year. 

In recognition of his great support of the 

museum since its earliest days, a plaque has 

been erected by the entrance.  

The 

opportunity 

was taken to 

include a 

potted 

history of 

the museum 

on the 

plaque. It 

also 

recognised 

the 

dedication 

of George 

Tims, who 

came to the 

village in the 1950s and devoted the rest of 

his life to establishing the museum. It 

continues to attract admiring visitors from 

far and wide as can be testified by the 

report on the recent Heritage Open 

Weekend (see page 15). 

before they were born. 

Jammin’ Pizza were on hand 

with delicious pizzas to soak 

up some of the alcohol, 

though spirits were high 

enough that once the DJ made 

it to the 1970s and 80s the 

dancefloor erupted, with the 

seated synchronised ‘rowing’ 

reaction to ‘Oops Upside Your 

Head’ an absolute highlight. 

The fact that a large number 

of the adults present were 

dressed as school kids or 

teachers - and even half a 

netball team – added to the 

surreal fun of the night and 

showed Marton revellers are 

in a class of their own. 
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Neighbourhood Watch 

Hi Everyone,  

I was just writing this update for the 

magazine when I saw the emails coming in 

reference to the thieves on the railway line 

and the burglary in the village! The best crime 

prevention we have here is all of us - keeping 

a watchful eye out for any suspicious activity 

and alerting both the police on 999 for a 

crime in progress, or 101 for any non 

emergencies, together with sharing the news 

quickly on the Marton Google Mail, which will 

quickly reach the vast majority of villagers. 

As the dark nights draw in, now is the time to 

review your crime prevention - the police 
15 

  Marton News  

website below offers lots of 

very good advice, 

Crime prevention 

advice|Warwickshire Police 

The best advice I can offer is 

pretend you have locked 

yourself out of your house, 

shed, garage or garden - how 

would you get in? These are 

your weak spots. Try to 

rectify them with locks on 

gates, plant prickly shrubbery 

along borders, fix security 

lights high on the wall or if 

lower, protect with a metal 

cage, fit CCTV where you can, 

doorbell cameras are great, 

put up 'Beware of the Dog' or 

CCTV signs, and many other 

suggestions from the Police 

website. 

If you want me to come 

round and have a look at your 

property and offer advice 

please let me know. Keep 

vigilant and keep safe. 

Best Regards 

Miranda Aston 
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Neighbourhood Watch 

Suspects 

by Old 

Station 

Yard 



  Marton Groups 

Walkers and Hen in Bascote Heath and after leaving 
the car park we headed towards Bascote 
village before turning right across fields and 
woodland and crossing the Welsh Road. 
After walking through another small 
woodland we found ourselves in the fields 
behind Dallas Burston Polo Club.  Turning 
right up the fields we viewed the site of the 
green tunnel which HS2 will be digging 
shortly, before turning back towards 
Southam across high farmland which gave 
us a great view of the Stoneythorpe Estate.  
Once back at river level we made a quick 
stop at the Southam Holy Well before 
heading towards the polo fields once again.  
The group then joined a footpath up the hill 

Marton Walking Group 

The Marton Walking Group’s 
first walk without meeting 
restrictions was held on 
Sunday 26 September. It had 
been eighteen months since 
all group members were 
allowed to meet up. To 
honour this event we had a 
record turnout of nineteen 
walkers, including a couple of 
new faces from the village.  
The walk started from the Fox 
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which took us past Dallas Burston polo fields 
and some holiday Yurts which are being 
constructed by the club. The walk concluded 
with a stroll through Bascote Heath village 
before we returned to the pub for a drink 
and a meal.  

The next walk is on Sunday 31 October, 
starting at 10.00am from a local pub. The 
walk will take about 2 hours and will be 
approximately 5 miles long. A meal or drink 
at the pub afterwards is optional. To join the 
Walking Group What’s App group please 
email Mike Johnson on 
mileofmarton@hotmail.com   Walks usually 
take place on the final Sunday of each month.   
If you fancy exploring some of your local 
countryside then please come along and join 
us when you have a spare Sunday morning.   

 Marton Local History Group  
in October 

It’s been nearly two years since the Marton 

Local History Group last met, but it has been 

a useful breather after more than ten years 

of existence. The committee has taken the 

opportunity to reflect on the many talks 

there have been on Marton’s history. They 

have covered the wide span of human 

activity in the area from the Bronze Age 

through to the Romans and  Saxons, then 

every century since the Norman invasion. 

Thecommittee thought it was about time 

some of the information should be put 
15 

    Marton Groups 

together into a number of 

presentations to kick off the 

new season of meetings. 

They will take the form of a 

pictorial journey through the 

village. Do join us, both old 

and novice members, all 

welcome, on 25 October. 
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Local History 

Marton Local 

History Group 

Know your Marton  

Part One 
(A chance to learn all that has 

been discovered over the last 

decade of research by the Local 

History Group) 

 

Marton Village Hall 

7:30pm Monday  

25 October 2021 

 

£3 + a free glass of wine 

mailto:mileofmarton@hotmail.com


Marton Heritage 

Old memories 

William Walter Cowley 

1923-2020: A Marton Life 

Bill was remembered last 

month at the Retirees’ Tea and 

we promised to publish a brief 

transcript, including a few of 

his memories now presented 

here. 

My name is William Walter 

Cowley (Bill). I was born on the 

16 August 1923 in what was a 

very small village of that time 

called Marton. For most of my 

young life I lived with my 

grandparents at No3 Birdingbury Road, until I 

was called up for military service on 3 

September 1942, which was only a few days 

after my 19th birthday.  

I reported to Derby for 6 weeks infantry 

training and was then posted to Plymouth for 

a further 6 weeks to learn all about 6" guns 

and range finders. After all that I was given a 

posting in a little village on the coast called 

Abbotsbury, which was a coastal defence 

battery. 

I had not been there long before I was sent on 

a signallers course in nearby Weymouth, where 

I met my future wife Dink. We got married on 

29 January 1944. 

At that time, I was moved from coastal 

command to field artillery in preparation for 

THE BIG DAY on 6 June the invasion of France, of 

which I was involved. We had to stand off 

shore for a while for ground to be won to 

park the guns for us to enter the fray. 

A little while later I was seen by the transport 

sergeant sitting in the drivers side (stationary) 

and he said to me "are you interested in driving 

son" , my reply was “yes sergeant  I am”, he 

then told me to come with him and we will go 

for a drive. On our return he said "you can 

count yourself first reserve driver if needed". 

Consequently in my first involvement I was 

taking ammo and rations to the gunsights 

under cover of darkness, no lights, the only 
10 

Birdingbury Road in 

1920s 



Marton Heritage 

civvy street.  

The firm I joined was The 

Rugby Portland Cement Co but 

I wasn't quite out of the wars 

because on 10 February 1961 I 

was involved in an horrific 

accident, where I was crushed 

by a gantry crane. After many 

major and minor operations I 

was able to go back to work 

on light duties after 35 years. I 

was made redundant on 31 

December 1985 so I have 

enjoyed quite a long 

retirement! 

light to follow was light shining on the vehicle in 

front who's axle was partially painted white. 

After unloading ammo and rations for gun crews 

we lined up for the return to wagon lines, but I 

flooded my carburettor which meant a long 

wait for it to dry out. By the time that 

happened we were left stranded, all the others 

had gone, I said to my companion "well Sammy 

I don't know about you but I am not staying 

here" he replied "whatever you decide Bill I am 

with you" so off we went picking out landmarks 

we had seen on our way to the gunsight and 

finally we arrived back at wagon lines safe and 

sound. 

A little while after that I was on my way back to 

Blighty transferring from Artillery to Infantry, 

and was posted to Pickering in Yorkshire for 

training for jungle warfare, where I was picked 

out for promotion to Lance Corporal. I was in 

charge of 4 more men Anti Tank (Piat gun) but 

before training was completed, both wars 

ended. So instead of going to Burma we were 

detailed to go to Palestine in the Middle East 

and that is where I was until my demob back to 

Old memories 
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Don’t Forget 
 

Retirees’ Tea 

Marton Village Hall 

2.00pm Monday  



Marton Pig Club 

A New Start 

Marton Pig Club v2  

The Resurrection 

The Marton Pig club is back!  

After a couple of dormant 

years, the Pig Club is being 

resurrected, with the aim to 

start the next rearing round in 

the spring of 2022. 

We are currently gathering 

information on expressions of 

interest in order to determine 

numbers - of members, pigs 

and costs!  We have already 

managed to secure the pig 

field location, which is in the 

same place that it has always 

been.  This is truly 

fortunate, as we 

won’t have to do 

any further 

searching, 

moving 

equipment or 

setting up in a 

new location.  

Those who have 

done Pig Club 

before will 

remember, I’m sure, that it’s a really good 

place.  Additionally, we have access to the 

earlier pig club sheds, caravan and other 

equipment at the field for water 

replenishment and feed and equipment 

storage. 

The day to day operation of the resurrected 

club will be very similar to the one that came 

before.  Members will be asked to pay a 

subscription based on signing up for a half or 

whole pig (or maybe even more).  This will 

cover the cost of the piglets, feed and 

butchery plus a contingency for things like 

equipment repairs and vets fees.  Members 

will then be responsible for daily feeding/

watering and checking the pigs, field 

inspection and filling in the daily log, on a 

rota system.  The more pigs you subscribe to, 

the more often you get to feed them!  We 

even have a new “piggy baton” which is to be 
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Marton Pig Club 

keep you informed of 

progress.  There is no 

commitment yet, but we 

hope that expressions of 

interest will all be converted 

to full membership! 

Look out, too, for notices of a 

meeting in the Village Hall, 

where everyone will be 

welcome.  You will be able to 

share experiences or ask any 

questions you might have. 

Finally, we do not claim to 

know it all so if anyone has 

advice to offer which they 

think may be useful we will 

gratefully listen!  For starters, 

can anyone recommend a 

good, local vet who deals 

with farm animals? 

Our thanks go to Andrew 

Cooke and Joe Walsh for 

handing over the reins and 

for their guiding hands and 

mine of information in 

helping set up Pig Club v2. 

Andrew and Sarah Heath, 

Colin and Helen Tinker. 

 

passed from member to member as a 

reminder when it is their turn to do the feed.  

When the time comes, the organisers will 

arrange transportation to the abattoir for 

butchery and subsequent distribution. 

We aim to provide good communication 

between members.  Currently we have the 

organisation email 

“sausages.marton@gmail.com” and will be 

creating a Google group for subscribed 

members.  This will be just like our favourite 

Marton Village Google group but restricted to 

Pig Club members only. 

Thank you to everyone who visited our stand 

at the Great Marton Get Together.  Thanks 

also to those who have already expressed an 

interest.  However, all is not lost for other 

Marton residents as there is still time to join in.  

Please send your name, address, email address 

and phone number and an idea of how many 

pigs you would like to:  

sausages.marton@gmail.com and we will 

A New Start 
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Marton Pig Club  

Sale 
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Marton Museum  

visitors are always generous 

in making donations, and  

very helpful additional funds 

are raised through the 

refreshment on offer in the 

pavilion. Many thanks must 

go to those who donated the 

many cakes consumed, 

especially Wiz Shayler. Also 

many thanks to  those who 

served the refreshments, in 

particular,  Mary Harrison 

and Zena Richards, who put 

in extra shifts when a couple 

of regulars had to isolate. 

It was a very cheering couple 

of days to add to the gradual 

re-opening of the village. 

Marton Museum’s Annual Celebration 

After a very low key opening in 2020, this year 

the museum volunteers organised an event 

that was more in keeping with past busy HODs 

weekends. 

By tapping into the national celebration of 

England’s heritage every September, the 

publicity normally attracts a range of visitors 

from far and wide and, post-lockdown this year 

was no different. 

Invited outside stalls included specialists 

demonstrating 

various country 

crafts as well as 

a collector of 

dairy ephemera 

- the typical 

eclectic mix. 

Although the 

event is free 

Heritage Open Weekend 
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Marton Village Hall 

Council 

Marton 200 Club 

Congratulations to the 

following 200 Club members 

who have won cash prizes of 

between £40 and £10 in the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

latest draws. 

Our lucky winners are: C Hodgson, A 

Gregory, S Heath, M Johnson, D 

Chambers, H Keeves, R Lummis, B Allen, H 

Palmer, J Hillier, C Tinker and M Auld. 

The Village Hall committee would like to 

thank all our members for their continuing 

support. 

There will be one more draw before 

Christmas and new members are always 

welcome. If you are interested in taking part 

please contact Dyan at The Cottage Garden 

dyanh@btinternet.com  01926 633243 
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Marton Village Hall 

 Newsbites 
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Marton Parish 

Council 

Draft Minutes of Marton 

Parish Council (MPC) 

held on Tuesday 14 

September, 19.30pm 

Marton Memorial Hall 

1.  ATTENDANCE 

Cllr David Fry (Chair), Cllr Faye 

Chambers, Cllr Rob Lummis, 

Cllr Mike Taylor, Melinda J 

Doggett (Clerk). Two members 

of the public 

2 PARISH CLERK WELCOME 

  Welcome Melinda Doggett to 

the council 

3.  APOLOGIES 

Cllr Sarah Crawford 

4.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

The minutes of the Parish 

Council Meeting held on 13 

July 2021 were agreed and 

signed as accurate. 

ACTIONED Cllr Fry 

5.  DECLARATION OF 

INTEREST 

18 

Cllr Fry declared an interest in item 8.2 Parish 

Council and emergency shed as the storage is 

to be located next to the museum, of which 

he is a managing trustee. Noted 

6.  POLICE ISSUES 

6.1 Crime Report 

Nothing reported. Thank you to Miranda for 

the regular email updates. 

6.2 Community Speedwatch 

MPC have been successful in winning a WCC 

councillors grant to fund a speed gun and 

basic equipment. Eight volunteers have 

completed initial online training, with police 

still to confirm full training dates.  

6.3 Marton Police Outpost 

The local police are using the sports pavilion 

on a regular basis to complete work when 

they are not in the station. MPC to seek 

advice from them on whether CCTV could be 

appropriate for the pavilion. 

7.  PLANNING MATTERS 

7.1 R20/0991 Former Railway Bridge (known 

as Bridge 22), over A423, adjacent to The Old 

Station Yard Industrial Estate –APPROVED 

AUGUST 2021 

7.2 R21/0097 Erection of two storey side and 

rear extensions, detached garage with 

habitable room over stable block. 19 Oakland 

House, High Street, Marton. CV23 9RR – 



Marton Parish 

has submitted the invoice to 

the council. ACTION Cllr Fry 

9.  VILLAGE UPDATES AND 

MAINTENANCE 

9.1 The Great Marton Get 

Together was held on 

Saturday 11 September, 

2021. Hosted by the MPFA 

and the Village Hall 

Committee. 

9.1.2 An independent 

playground inspection took 

place in August. The 

inspection revealed that no 

action is needed.  

9.1.3  Recycling Project- A 

trial location has been agreed 

and the Recycling Project 

volunteers will be assembling 

the recycling storage facility 

as soon as possible. 

ACTION Parish Clerk 

9.2 Defibrillators 

Monthly checks are being 

completed by the Clerk and 

logged on The Circuit (online 

Defibrillator database). 

ACTION Parish Clerk 19 

APPROVED JULY 2021 

7.3 2.1 R21/0469 & R21/0470 Elms Farm, 

Oxford Road, Marton, Rugby, CV23 9RQ for 

Conversion of barns and stables to 6 dwellings 

together with the erection of 4 garages. 

Erection of 5 new detached dwellings. 

Associated access, drainage and landscaping 

works & listed building consent for conversion. 

– BOTH EXTENDED TO 15 OCT 2021 

7.4 R21/0773 - APPLE TREE HOUSE, 10, 

OXFORD ROAD, MARTON, RUGBY, CV23 9RT. 

Construction of 2 timber carports. DEADLINE 

30 Sept 2021 

8.  VILLAGE ISSUES 

8.1 Covid-19 Community Network 

●  Regular emails offering assistance continue 

to be sent out. Requests have slowed but 

volunteers continue to help when needed and 

this will continue. ACTION  Cllr Lummis 

●  Marton Community Network was given an 

honourable mention at the CAVA volunteer 

recognition event via zoom on Wednesday 14 

July. 

8.2  Marton Parish Council Playing Fields 

Storage 

Cllr Fry has preliminary drawings from the 

architect for the village storage project to go 

for pre-application advice. 

The Museum's electrics were upgraded. Cllr Fry 

Council 



Marton Parish 

Council 

9.3 Roads & Footpaths 

The following issues have 

been rectified by WCC:  

- Birdingbury Road Double 

Bend Sign 

- Oxford Road Repeater Sign 

- Seven Trent Drain cover on 

the Coventry Road 

- Pothole adjacent to The 

Bower, High Street 

9.4 Streetlights 

The clerk reported that there 

are currently no low interest 

loans or grants available to 

upgrade our street light 

infrastructure. Clerk will 

endeavour to seek funding for 

this purpose. The church 

street light is the MPC priority 

due to its age and the amount 

of energy it consumes. It has 

also been noted to not be 

working at present. 

ACTION Parish Clerk 

9.5 Litter Picking Equipment 

The equipment has been 

purchased by MPC. Cllr 
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David Fry and is being used by the litter 

picking volunteers. 

9.6 Tree Donation 

The Katsura tree donated to the village will 

be planted at the appropriate time of year. 

The Woodland Trust is gifting trees as a 

Jubilee project: Cllr Chambers to investigate. 

ACTION Cllr Chambers  

9.7 Biodiversity Management 

The MPC identified the need for a 

Biodiversity Management plan. Cllr Chambers 

volunteered to spearhead a meeting of key 

volunteers and advisors to discuss further 

and report back to the MPC.  

9.7.1 MPC agreed to purchase a new scythe 

blade to replace one used during the 

wildflower project.  

ACTION Cllr Chambers 

10. FINANCE 

10.1 As of bank statement dated the 1 

September 2021, current account balance is 

£11,969.58 

To ratify that the following bills were paid 

between meetings: 

13.07.21 EON (Street Lighting April - June 

2021) £224.82 

17.07.21 Waterplus (Museum) £74.71 

20.07.21 EON (Sports Pavilion & Museum) 
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and will report findings via 

the newsletter. 

13. CHAIR ELECTION  

Cllr Taylor volunteered to 

Chair Marton Parish Council 

for the next two months, 

unanimously agreed. 

14. DATE OF NEXT 

ORDINARY MEETING  

Tuesday 9 November 2021, 

19.30pm, Marton Memorial 

Hall, subject to Government 

restrictions.  
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June 2021 £18.56 

22.07.21 Waterplus (Sports Pavilion) £29.43 

24.07.21 SWBroadband Ltd £29.88 

27.07.21 A Sparkes Electrical - Museum 

Electrics £1,734.00 

30.07.21 Clerk Salary July 2021  £198.39 

30.07.21 Clerk Expenses (Litter picking 

Equipment) £59.96 

31.08.21 Clerk Salary August  £198.39 

27.08.21 EON (Sports Pavilion & Museum) July 

2021 £25.67 

10.2 Monthly in-house financial checks 

completed by Parish Clerk and Cllr Mike Taylor 

11 DOCUMENT REVIEW 

The MPC standing orders and Financial 

Regulations were reviewed and approved 

without changes. 

MPC file storage via a Google Drive account 

was agreed. Clerk to share access with all 

councillors. 

12.PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

12.1 It was reported the garage roofs in The 

Orchard are being replaced and there is 

concern of asbestos being present. An email 

will be sent to RBC by the clerk for information. 

12.4 Residents on the A423 have raised 

concerns about the noise of lorry traffic at 

night. MPC has been investigating traffic data 

Council 

The next Marton  

Parish Council 

Meeting  
 

7.30pm Tuesday 9 

November 2021 

 

 at the Village Hall 



Marton Nature 

Bird Life 

New Marton Nature by  
‘Twitcher’ 

Which UK bird is quite 
common yet seldom seen? 

Let me give you some clues: 

 it is the smallest bird in the 
UK at 9cms long and weighs 
about the same as a 
20piece, i.e. 5.5 gram 

 both male and female birds 
have a fiery yellow to 
orange stripe across its 
head though the male’s 
“crown” will be a little more 
prominent during its mating 
displays 

  if you are lucky, they can 
sometimes be seen around 
your garden conifers in 
winter, especially when 
they busy themselves 
looking for tiny insects, 
spiders and moth eggs on 
which they feed 

 you can sometimes see 
them as you walk to 
Eathorpe via the bridle path 
as you enter the woodland 
stretch and also as you walk 
onwards and down 
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Eathorpe Park Drive amongst the right 
hand side Yew trees towards the Fosseway. 
They generally feed as part of the flocks of 
blue tits, long tail tits and great tits. Safety 
in numbers, I guess. 

Have you worked it out? 

Yes, of course, it’s the Goldcrest aka Regulus 
Regulus meaning “Little King” 

Apparently, this “Little King” is also the 

subject of a legend written by Aristotle (384 - 
322 BC) in which he wrote about a contest 
being performed amongst the birds to 
determine who should be their king. The 
award of King should go to the bird who 
could fly the highest. 

The contest ensued, and obviously, the eagle 
was going to be able to fly the highest, but 
just as it had reached its maximum height and 
exhaustion, the Goldcrest came out of the 
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Short of her topmost skill, her 
little best, 

The memory of thy delicate 
gold crest 

Shall plead for one last touch, 
— the crown of Art. 

Finally, some more facts about 
this beautiful bird: 

  there are approx. 600,000 
breeding pairs resident in 
the U.K. This figure can 
grow to as many as 5 million 
during the winter when 
they migrate from 
Scandinavia for the colder 
months. 

  They breed in late April and 
lay between 9 and 11 eggs 
in each of two clutches 
during the season. 

  Although a harsh winter 
can often take its toll on the 
Goldcrest, raising around 20 
chicks a year helps the 
numbers to bounce back 
very quickly. 

  It lives in many parts of the 
world including the 
Himalayas at an altitude of 
3500 meters and in Japan. 
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eagle’s tail feathers, flew up to an even greater 
height. Thus it won the contest, making it “The 
Little King” of the birds (or Kinglet as it is 
sometimes called as a species). 

The author remembers on one occasion, being 
laid on the lounge settee and hearing a thump 
on the glass window. On investigation, there 
on the ground, was a little Goldcrest laying 
stunned yet seemingly ok? I lifted it, admired 
it, checked it for damage/injuries. None were 
evident so I laid it down comfortably on some 
leaves. Minutes later it had recovered, “dusted 
itself down” and flown off. 

Whilst researching/writing this article I was 
taken to this poem which in my mind describes 
(better than I ever could) how the same thing 
happened to the Poet, Charles Tennyson 
Turner and how he (and I) felt about this little 
creature: 

The Goldcrested-Wren 

When my hand closed upon thee, worn and 
spent 

With idly dashing on the window-pane, 

Or clinging to the cornice — I, that meant 

At once to free thee, could not but detain; 

I dropt my pen, I left the unfinish’d lay, 

To give thee back to freedom; but I took — 

Oh, charm of sweet occasion! — one brief look 

At thy bright eyes and innocent dismay; 

Then forth I sent thee on thy homeward quest, 

My lesson learnt — thy beauty got by heart: 

And if, at times, my sonnet-muse would rest 

Bird Life 



  Marton Church  

News 

WHAT CAN WE DO FOR 
CLIMATE CHANGE - a 
summary from CLIMATE 
SUNDAY at ST ESPRIT 

On 26 September Jenny Walsh 
led a service and discussion on 
what we can do to reduce 
climate change and why we 
should do it. The recent IPCC 
Report made it very clear that 
global warming is a reality 
with the consequent impact 
on weather events and 
drought or flooding both 
locally and throughout our 
glorious world. Ahead of 
COP26 we talked about what 
we could do as individuals and 

as a community. There are 
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some things that we can all do: eating local 
produce, wearing clothes many times and 
repairing them if we are able, sharing and 
passing on things we use seldom or have no 
further need for, hanging clothes out to dry 
rather than tumble drying, thinking about 
how we travel.  

Jenny spoke about her own story in the 
context of 
Esther 
from the 
bible. 
Esther 
was 
Jewish 
and 
married 
to King 
Xerxes, 
she was 
in the right place at the right time to become 
an instrument of deliverance of her Jewish 
community against whom there was a plot. 
The book of Esther is about a woman whom 
God used to bring justice and deliverance at 
the heart of the political process, at personal 
risk. Jenny found herself at the heart of 
government energy research decisions 20 
years ago and was able to help implement 
the Energy Programme which has led to the 
UK being a leader in energy research. Can we 
intercede for those today who are 
strategically placed to speak truth to power, 
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 to challenge self-interest and advocate for 
climate victims and creation itself?  

As ever the role of money is a challenge at all 
levels.  Do you know what your bank’s policy is 
on green investment, are you a sustainable 
saver, is your pension pot green if you are lucky 
enough to have one? Targeted money can 
make a big impact on the climate and the lives 
of those in fuel poverty or most impacted by 
climate change. Have you heard of the 
Fuelbank Foundation? Like the Foodbank, the 
Fuelbank provides vouchers for energy for 
those in fuel poverty, the closest to Marton is in 
Coventry and is run in conjunction with the 
Foodbank.  

What about your carbon footprint and is there 
something more you can do to reduce it? Using 
a framework that considers issues including 
your health and happiness, land and nature, 
travel and transport, waste and zero carbon 
energy, we discussed the different options that 
depend on your individual circumstances and 
finances. The aim was to inform and challenge 
everyone to think further about what actions 
individuals, families, communities can make. 
Some issues are more controversial than others 
and it was a great discussion.  

If anyone would like to talk further or would 
like the session repeated, please get in touch 
with Jenny Walsh.  

A prayer for COP26: Father, we pray for you to 
raise up a generation of leaders with the 

courage to take responsibility 
for our changing climate, and 
the part we have played in it. 
We intercede for our 
politicians and leaders as 
they will gather at COP26 in 
Scotland. Move them to act in 
the best interests of all 
nations today, and all peoples 
in the future, in order to avoid 
catastrophic changes. We ask 
You to fill the hearts of all 
who lead rich nations. Give 
them your mercy and 
compassion on poor countries 
already suffering the effects 
of a changing climate. Just as 
they have been moved to 
cancel debt in the past, 
encourage them also to 
release funds so that poor 
communities can adapt to the 
effects of climate change, and 
develop cleanly. And inspire 
us, Mighty God, to amend our 
lives for the sake of your 
Earth, your climate, your 
people. 
Lord, in your mercy, lead our 
leaders and us to truth and 
transformation. Amen. 
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News 

PRIEST IN CHARGE ADVERT 

The advert for the next 

incumbent is in the Church 

Times.  In the hope that we 

have applicants, 16 November 

will be the Familiarisation Day, 

a day for applicants to meet 

people from Marton and Long 

Itchington and to visit the 

villages, please hold that day if 

you would like to be involved.  

In the meantime, if you need 

pastoral care or would like to 

arrange baptisms, weddings or 

funerals please contact your 

churchwardens (Janet and 

Jenny). The parish share is still 

required to be paid even 

though we have no incumbent 

so our costs have not 

changed.  

CHURCH SERVICES  

3 October is a joint benefice 

Harvest Festival at Holy 

Trinity in Long Itchington 

at 9.30am, please bring 

tins, packets or toiletries 

for Southam Foodbank.  
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3 October will also be In the Spirit at 

6.30pm in St Esprit. Refreshments will be 

available from 6pm. 

24 October will be an all age service in St 

Esprit, we gather at 10.30am with 

refreshments and start at 10.45am, 

please join us.   

Weekly Sunday Holy Communion services 

will be held at Holy Trinity in Long 

Itchington at 9.30am every Sunday, 

please let Janet know if you need a lift or 

more information.  

Rev Rob Rogers continues to support us, 

with an on-line service of Holy 

Communion on 12 October.  

We also have Deanery recorded on-line 

services led by Rev Martin Green every 

Sunday, the services explore a current 

issue in a biblical context with 

contemporary worship, let Jenny know if 

you’d like to join on a Sunday morning to 

watch these services with a cuppa (we 

usually aim for 10.30am). The services 

are communicated via email and 

delivered via Facebook and YouTube.   

Details are on the noticeboard and the 

Marton email, please contact us by email 

(StEspritMarton@gmail.com) if you want 

joining details for services or wish to be 

included on our Church mailing list (email or 

mailto:StEspritMarton@gmail.com
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toiletry items can be left in 

the collection boxes on the 

drive of The Cottage, North 

Street or in the porch of 18, 

Birdingbury Road. We deliver 

any donation monthly.  

CHURCHYARD & CHURCH 

CLEANING – HELP REQUIRED 

PLEASE Saturday 23 October  

Thank you to all who came 

last month or who have 

contributed since. There will 

be Working Parties both 

inside and outside the church 

on 23 October 10.00 -12.30 

(bring your own tools). All 

help is appreciated.  In the 

churchyard any strimming or 

weeding would be fantastic, 

we have cut the older part of 

the churchyard down and 

seeded it with yellow rattle to 

reduce the grass sward ahead 

of hopefully encouraging 

more low-level meadow 

flowers over the next few 

years. If you cannot join us 

but have any spare time to 

support the churchyard, 

please do so at any time. 
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posted). 

COFFEE MORNING in ST ESPRIT 28 October 

and 25 November  

We are resuming our regular church coffee 

mornings on the last Thursday of the month 

from 10.30am in 

church.  Everyone is 

very welcome at 

this friendly 

community event. 

Don’t be shy… it’s 

not just for 

churchgoers nor is it ladies only!  

CHURCH OPEN & BOOK SHELVES FULL 

St Esprit Church is open daily for prayer or 

meditation. The book shelves are filled so 

please help yourself to books or swap them, 

any donations are appreciated. 

AUTUMN PROGRESSIVE – 2 October  

The Progressive is happening, if you suddenly 

find yourselves available, please contact Joe 

Walsh and he will do his best to include you 

in this fun community event.  It is a joy to be 

socialising (safely) in Marton.  

FOODBANK DONATIONS for HARVEST - 

3 October  

There is a joint benefice Harvest Festival at 

Holy Trinity church in Long Itchington on 3 

October at 9.30am. Tins, jars, packets and 

News 



Marton Charity  

Sale 

Annual Village 
Fundraising Event for 

Cancer Charities 

Marton Village Hall 

10.00am - 2.00pm  
Saturday 23 October  

It’s that time of the year again 
when we kindly ask for 
people’s support for the 
Village fundraising event for 
Cancer charities.  The date of 
the event this year is 23 
October and luckily we will be 
able to use the Village Hall 
again, so please do save this 
date in your diaries.  The 
event will open at 10.00am 
and this time will run into the 
afternoon, finishing at 
2.00pm, so please, please do 
join us. 

The plan for this year is to 
offer a light lunch, or tea/
coffee with homemade cakes.  
Additionally, Val will also have 
her range of hand made 
preserves available including 
old favourites (jellies, jams 
and chutneys) alongside some 

new varieties of 
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marmalade (rhubarb or apple), different jams 
including gooseberry with ginger or summer 
berries (a mix of strawberries, raspberries, 
redcurrants and blackcurrants) and some 
different chutneys and relishes too.  Great 
news too, Linda’s quince tree has fruit this 
year so thanks to her kind donation there will 
be quince jelly as well!  Current list of 
varieties follow 

There will be samples of the varieties 
available, so you’ll be able to taste before you 
buy.  Also, if you’ve enjoyed any in particular 
there will be gifting opportunities available; 
gift boxes for 2, 3 or more jars will be 
available that you can fill with preserves of 
your choice; ideal if you’re looking for 
different gifting idea for family or friends for 
Christmas. 

As ever, all proceeds from the sales of the 
lunches, teas, coffees, cakes and preserves 
will be in aid of Cancer charities, as last year 
this will be split equally between ‘Breast 
Cancer Now’ and ‘Prostrate Cancer UK’ 
charities.  Last year thanks to your enormous 
generosity, we raised a whopping £1270 for 
the charities.  Perhaps a target to beat this 
year? 

However, we couldn’t do this without all of 
your help and support for the event, so 
please, please do come along, even if only for  
a couple of mins for a coffee and a brief chat.  
Also Val can be contacted before or after the 
event if you can’t make it, but would like to 
reserve any varieties of jellies, jams, chutneys 
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or marmalades. 

Once again, thank you so much to you all and 
we look forward to hopefully seeing you at 
the Village Hall on 23 October. 

Mary (tel : 01926 632939) 

& Val (tel: 07515 974278),  

Sale 
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Village News 
Local Business based in 

Marton 

We provide an EARLY and RELIABLE 
Newspaper and Magazine delivery service 
For more details please contact Zena Richards on 

01926 633138 or 07788991933 



36 

Marton Adverts 

(Cover picture courtesy of Dinyar) 

 



 Marton Contacts

Outside the village 

 

 

Emergency Contacts 

    Gas:       0800 111 999  

    Water:      0800 7834444 

    Electricity:     0800 0568090 

    Floodline:     0845 988 1188  

    NHS Direct:     111  
 

Rugby Borough Council       01788 533533   

           www.rugby.gov.uk 

Warwickshire County Council      01926 410410   
           www.warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Councillors 
 

Borough Councillor   Emma Crane      07956895529   
   

County Councillor    Howard Roberts    01788 519603 

           cllrroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk   

Member of Parliament 

Jeremy Wright (Conservative)      01926 853650   

           jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk   

 

Warwickshire Police 

Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team 

 

To contact the team directly (not for reporting a crime) 01788 853851   

To report a crime or any suspicious incident   101 

In an emergency        999 

Email: rrs.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

Twitter: @RugbyCops 
     

Rugby Police Station, Newbold Road,  

Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2DH 

http://www.rugby.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/



