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 Marton Contacts 

 Inside the village 

Marton Parish Council  
    Clerk:      Helen Keeves     01926 633338 

                             clerk@martonvillage.com 

Councillors:     Faye Chambers      (Contact via the Clerk)  

       Rob Lummis    
       David Fry       
       Mike Taylor  

       Sarah Crawford   

Village Organisations 
Marton Newsletter  (Editorial)  David Fry   01926 632936 

Marton Newsletter (Advertising) Sharon Edwards  sharon.edwards0@googlemail.com 

Marton Vicar    Jenny/Janet                   (see below)   

Village Hall     Maya Van Der Galien  07537 853866 
                  villagehall.marton@gmail.com  

Playing Field Association  Dinyar Baria    

Neighbourhood Watch  Miranda Aston  07931 770249  

Cricket Club    Alan Naylor   07480193093 

Marton Museum    David Fry   01926 632936 

Local History    Andy Bolam   01926 634841 

Marton Nature    Joan Sherratt   01926 632837 

            jmsherratt@btinernet.com 

Marton Walkers    Mike Johnson   01926 632960 

Brownies     Elizabeth Murray  01926 815466 

Church Warden    Janet Paget   01926 632509  

       Jenny Walsh   01926 632547 

Emergency Flood Group  Parish Council  See contacts above 

Dog Warden    Andrea Jacques            01926 632799 

Snow Warden    Graham Wood  01926 632610 
Website 

www.martonvillage.com email:                        newsletter@martonvillage.com 

 
Join Marton group email and find out the news as it happens or circulate your requests or 

offers.  If you want to be added to the group contact:                admin@martonvillage.com 

 

mailto:villagehall.marton@gmail.com


   Marton Diary 

Events 

Marton Village Hall 

Whilst Pilates and Brownies will 

continue to use the hall, plans to 

host other events have been put 

on hold after  the recent 

government announcement. 

Hopefully things will move in the 

right direction over the coming 

weeks and it will be able to open 

for events soon.  

NB Please note the deadline 
for the September 

Newsletter will be Sunday 
22 August 2021. 
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July/August 
Church Services are currently available every 
Sunday via the St Esprit Facebook page and 
communion will be held by Zoom. It is hoped 
the church will be open again soon (see p.12 

for more details). 

A lovely  view of the church tower at dusk  

Do sign up for the 

village group email, 

which is invaluable 

for keeping you in 

touch with what is 

happening. 

 

If you want to be 

added to the group 

contact:                
admin@martonvillage.com 

The next Marton  

Parish Council Meeting  
 

7.30pm Tuesday 13 July 

 
 at the Playing Fields Pavilion

(outdoors) 



  Marton News 

Newsbites 

Filming in Marton 

In mid-June Marton was paid 
a visit by a film crew from 
Hertfordshire. They were IAM 
RoadSmart, a charity whose 
aim is to improve road safety 
by helping drivers to increase 
their knowledge, skills and 
confidence. 

The film crew had been hired 
by Warwickshire County 
Council to create a publicity 
film to encourage mature 
drivers to refresh their driving 
skills (see more on page 9). 

After scouting for a location 
they approached the parish 
council and were given 
permission to film. 

The rain held off and the 
location by the playing fields 

proved to be ideal.  

COVID-19: Marton Community 
Network – We can still help! 

As many of you are aware, before lockdown 
started a small group representing the Parish 
Council,  Church and  Village Hall  met to 
discuss how to support the Marton 
community. We all believe it’s beneficial to 
work together and support each other. 

As a result, if you are self-isolating because 
of COVID-19 and need some help with: 

 Picking up shopping or 
prescriptions 

 Posting mail 

 A friendly phone call 

 Urgent supplies 

Please make contact with either: 
 
Helen on:   clerk@martonvillage.com or  
                   07793 213048 or 

Rob on:      lummisrob@gmail.com or  
      07764 377163 

Please don’t be afraid to ask! 
 

We will be happy to arrange for you to 
receive the help you need. Please remember 
you should only accept help from people you 
know and trust - always ring for clarification if 
you are not sure. 

A big thank you: to all the wonderful 
volunteers who continue to support the 
Marton Community with offers of help! 

Thanks for reading, please take care and 
stay safe. 

Rob (Marton Parish Council)  
Mobile: 07764 377163     
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Due to COVID regulations 

please knock – one in, one out! 

Thanks 

We look forward to meeting 

the residents of Marton. 

PCSO 6335 Helena Seal, PCSO 

6137 Dave Banks, PC 1450 Ash 

Baker 

Rugby Rural South Safer 

Neighbourhood Team Tel: 101 

Do pop in and say hello. 

  Marton News 

Newsbites Marton Police Hub 

Neighbourhood Watch, via 

Miranda, and the parish 

council have arranged for a 

more regular police presence 

in Marton. They will be using the Playing 

Fields Pavilion as a base when visiting the 

village. See the notices displayed in the 

Pavilion window (below). 

In a note to the village they  included the 

following text: 

The Rugby Rural South Safer Neighbourhood 

policing team are pleased to announce that 

your Parish Council have kindly agreed that  

they can use the Sports Pavilion on Louisa 

Ward Close, Marton as a drop in Police Hub. 

The Policing Team will drop in and use this 

facility between 8.00am – until Midnight 

seven days a week. We will not be there 

every day, but will pop in as and when we 

can. When we are there please come and 

talk to us we would like to meet you.   
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  Marton News 

Balloon Drama 

Did you miss it? 

In mid-June a hot air balloon 
complete with passengers had 
to make an emergency 
landing in Gordon Robson’s 
field, near the bridge over the 
Itchen, on the track to 
Eathorpe  

We are fortunate to have this 
evocative photograph from 
Rob Lummis, but would be 
interested to know if anyone 
captured any more views of 
the dramatic descent or the 
landing so we can use them in 
the next Newsletter. Please 
use the email address on the 
inside front cover 
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Want to get more involved in 

village life but not sure which 

committee to join? 
Why not find out about the Marton 

Parish Council Clerk role and get paid for 

the time and enthusiasm you contribute? 

Please contact 

clerk@martonvillage.com for details. 

The role is for 17 hours per month 

(flexible working from home) focussed 

on supporting a meeting every two 

months and managing the parish council 

banking. Salary is £10-£11.50 per hour 

and training can be given. 



  Marton Wildflowers 

to have an increasing 

influence in years to come. 

So, in the future overall 

height should be less.  

Over the next month or so 

the lush green will change as 

the plants go to seed so by 

August, if not before, the 

meadow areas will be ready 

to be cut down and gathered 

in, with no need to re-seed. 

As an experiment some areas 

will be left for a week to see 

the affect on next year’s 

wildflowers 

Lessons have already been 

learned regarding ongoing 

maintenance of the 

wildflowers through their 

growing season. Greater 

prominence will be given to 

paths through the meadows. 

Many might have missed 

these and not seen the cut 

sections in the middle of 

some of the meadows, 

creating circular open areas. 

Fortunately many children 

have discovered this new 

play resource! 
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Marton Wildflowers - Lessons  

from Nature 

The investment of the village in creating areas 

of wildflower meadows has paid off in a big 

way. The strange combination of weather this 

Spring has contributed to its massive growth, 

which is unlikely to be repeated. 

Although the weather is part of the 

explanation, the fertility of the soil is also 

something that has made the flowers so tall. 

Use of yellow rattle seed has partly suppressed 

the growth of grass this year and will continue 

Explained 



  Marton Wildflowers 

Explained 

has already been much admired by other 

parish councils, who may plan similar areas. 
 

Marton 200 Club 

Congratulations to the 

following 200 Club 

members who have won 

cash prizes of between 

£40 and £10 in the latest 

draws. 

Our lucky winners are:  

M Aston, A Leake, R Lummis, S Taylor, B 

Baylis, L Barnfather, M Holroyd, S Tew,  S 

Embleton,  B Shirlaw, S Chambers and C 

Webb. 

The Village Hall committee would like to 

thank all our members for their continuing 

support. 

New members are always welcome and if 

you are interested in taking part please 

contact: 

 Dyan at The Cottage Garden: 

dyanh@btinternet.com or 01926 633243 

Even in a slower growing year 

the potential nuisance of 

growth overhanging 

footpaths, especially after 

rain, could need addressing. A 

mower’s width border 

regularly cut should address 

this issue. 

The Future 

In addition to looking at how 

we can tweak the areas’ 

future management, it is 

worth celebrating what has 

been achieved. More than 70 

different species of plant have 

been identified within the 

meadows, as well as 

innumerable insects. All are 

benefitting from the new 

larder full of food, as well as 

themselves attracting 

mammals like hedgehogs. All 

of this is in addition to the 

aesthetic pleasure that the 

sight of the wildflowers have 

given to so many villagers and 

visitors. 

As hoped, an 

example has 

been set that 
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Draft Minutes of Marton Parish 

Council Extraordinary Meeting held 

on Tuesday 15 June, 19.00pm - Sports 

Pavilion, Louisa Ward Close, Marton 
Meeting Commenced at 19.01 and concluded 

at 20.10. 

1. ATTENDANCE 

Cllr Faye Chambers (Chair) Helen Keeves – 

Marton Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance 

Officer, Cllr Rob Lummis (Vice Chair) Cllr 

David Fry, Cllr Mike Taylor 

26 Members of the public were in attendance 

2. APOLOGIES 

Cllr Sarah Crawford 

3. PLANNING APPLICATION 

The parish council held a public meeting to 

consider the following planning applications 

for ELMS FARMS, OXFORD ROAD, MARTON, 

RUGBY, CV23 9RQ. 

3.1 R21/0469 

ELMS FARM, OXFORD ROAD, MARTON, 

RUGBY, CV23 9RQ for Conversion of barns 

and stables to 6 dwellings together with the 

erection of 4 garages. Erection of 5 new 

detached dwellings. Associated access, 

drainage, and landscaping works. 

3.2 R21/0470 

ELMS FARM, OXFORD ROAD, MARTON, 

RUGBY, CV23 9RQ for Listed Building Consent 

for conversion of barns and stables to 6 

dwellings together with the erection of 4 
15 

  Marton Parish 

garages. Erection of 5 new 

detached dwellings. 

Associated access, drainage, 

and landscaping works. 

The applications were 

discussed in relation to 

impact and policies in Marton 

and the Parish Council voted 

to submit an objection to the 

planning officer, for the 

following: 

1. The proposal is for a site 

identified as greenbelt in the 

Rugby Local Plan (LP), which 

also states Marton and 

Frankton have a deficit per 

population of natural and 

semi-natural space. 

2. The proposed 

development is outside the 

village settlement, would 

significantly alter the 

character of the village 

boundary and potentially set 

a precedent. It conflicts with 

the LP aims to limit 

development that would be 

reliant on car use. 

3. The proposal would 

negatively impact 
7 

 
Council 



Marton Parish 

Council 

Marton’s character, replacing 

rural farm buildings with a 

new road of housing, and 

therefore conflicts with the 

Village Design Statement and 

Marton Parish Plan. 

4. Marton and Frankton do 

not have capacity for the 

proposed population increase 

from 33 new bedrooms, which 

could accommodate an 8-12% 

population increase. Concerns 

raised are: increase in car use, 

limited amenities and local 

schools/transport already at 

capacity. 

5. Non-residential site use, 

which could benefit existing 

residents, has not been 

explored in the viability 

calculations. The LP suggests 

commercial, leisure or retail 

uses could be explored as 

potential to fund work to save 

the listed barn. 

6. The proposal includes no 

affordable housing 

responsibility, despite Rugby 

Borough Council’s 30% 
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requirement, by claiming small profit margins 

and land value calculations that need to be 

independently verified. 

7. The application provides no local 

evidence of housing need. Before a major 

development could be considered 

appropriate the parish council would expect a 

housing needs survey to be conducted. 

8. The proposal is large enough to warrant 

a significant Section 106 agreement. The last 

time farmland was developed in Marton (for 

10 houses – the creation of Louisa Ward 

Close - in 1980) developers agreed to provide 

the sports field, pavilion and museum 

building to offset negative impact. 

9. The application does not take carbon 

neutral requirements into consideration, 

despite Rugby Borough Council declaring a 

climate emergency. The parish council would 

expect to see net zero building targets in a 

major development. 

 

Members of the public also raised the 

following concerns/suggestions: 

 

10. Concerns about flooding need to be 

addressed as any flood mitigation or draining 

plans could displace water and increase 

flooding in other areas. 

11. Main road access needs to be considered 

for the safety of potential residents entering 



Marton News 

Marton Home Cricket 

Fixtures Summer 2021 

4 July Hunningham 1.00pm 

1 August Southam 1.00pm 

8 August Rugby 1.00pm 

 

Road Safety Filming Extra 

More information can be found 

about ‘IAM RoadSmart’  by 

Googling their name. They are 

working on a new initiative with 

Warwickshire County Council 

who are offering 100 Mature 

Driver Reviews free of charge to 

local residents. Older drivers 

who are interested in a Mature 

Driver Review can look out for 

the initiative on WCC's website.  

 9 

and exiting the site from the A435. The site is 

on the cusp of the speed limit change (50mph 

to 30mph) where vehicle speeding is an 

ongoing problem. 

12. The site could be of archaeological 

interest as Roman and Romano-British 

artefacts (silver coins, pottery fragments etc) 

have been found in the vicinity, which is less 

than a mile from the significant Roman road, 

the Fosse Way. 

 

Note: The submitted letter can be read in full in 

the planning application comments section on 

the Rugby Borough Council Planning Portal 

website. 

 

The view above shows the COVID compliant, 

alfresco extrordinary meeting, held on the 

playing field in front of the pavilion. 

 

Newsbites 

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/mature-driver-review
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/mature-driver-review


Marton Nature 

Graham 

Graham Robson 

The following article on Barn 
Owls  is Graham’s final 
contribution to Marton 
Nature. The Newsletter team 
would like to thank him for his 
many interesting and 
informative articles in the 
newsletter.  

Graham has his 90th birthday 
in July and would like to step 
down from a regular 
commitment, however, he is 
prepared to make occasional 
contributions.  
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Graham is a retired farmer who has lived in 
the village for most of his life. He has always 
been interested in wildlife and its invaluable 
importance to farming issues. Since he 
retired, he has developed his private nature 
reserve, planted many trees and, of course, 
fostered the survival of barn owls. He has 
worked closely with Rugby Natural History 
Society and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust.  

The village has enjoyed his many charity 
videos on Marton Wildlife and Myton Hospice 
has benefitted greatly.  

This has been just a snapshot of Graham`s 
contribution to the village of Marton, as he is 
also a valued Trustee of the museum and in 
the past was chairman of the Parish Council. 

Marton Nature by  
Graham, The Tithe Barn: 

The Barn Owls 

My first article for the Newsletter, many years 
ago, was about Barn Owls. Since then nothing 
much has changed, they still rule the roost. 
They have successfully reared chicks every 
year and are currently rearing five young. If 
they all survive, we will have ringed 59 chicks 
over thirteen years.  

The main food supply appears to be Bank 
Voles from the railway line, plus a bit of help 
from me, and hopefully they will have a 
second brood this year. 

More broadly, it has been a very cold and wet 
spring which has reduced the insect 



Marton Museum 

Marton Museum 

By the time you receive this 
Newsletter the museum will 
have started Sunday opening 
for the summer. COVID 
restrictions will still be in place 
until at least the middle of July. 

We will also be taking part in 
the Heritage Open Weekend in 
mid-September (with more 
details in the next Newsletter). 

If you have not been too 
distracted from the wonderful 
wildflower display, you may 
have noticed the restored 
pony hoe that has been 
mounted on the outside of the 
museum. The colours reflect its 
original look. Agricultural 
equipment was often quite 
colourful in yhe past. Such a 
small implement would have 
been drawn by a pony rather 
than a horse. 
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population; 
however, 
moths and 
butterflies 
are starting 
to appear 
so 
hopefully 
nature will 
find its 
balance 

and we can look forward to a normal summer. 

NB I keep getting asked about the cereal crop 
growing on the right-hand side of Field Farm 
Lane, it is rye being grown to make Rye Bread. 

 

(STOP PRESS Since this article was written we 
have received the horrific news the that owl 
chicks have been eaten by carrion cows. As you 
can imagine Graham is very upset and fears 
that the adult owls will leave the nest box) 

Summer Opening 



Marton Heritage  

1988 

Marton in the 1980s 

Here is a summer puzzle to 
while away the next two 
months before your next 
Newsletter. Who do you 
recognise from the group 
pictures shown below? Like 
last month it is taken from a 
Marton feature in the Ruby 
Advertiser of February 1988.  

The only clue you have for the 
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first picture is that it features Biddy Allen (not 
changed a bit) in the centre of the 
photograph. At the time she ran a pre-school 
group in the Village Hall twice a week. 

The second group show the members of the 
Senior Citizens Club. Its sixty members met 
each fortnight in the village hall. Sadly, few if 
any are still about in the village. Joan 
Cashmore, who died earlier this year aged 99, 
can be seen standing on the far left. She was 
responsible for running the group for a 
number of years. 

The Marton Local History Group would value 
any information that villagers could give on 



Marton Heritage  
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the identity of any individuals they might 
recognise so the information can be added to 
the village archive.  

1988 

Marton Museum Re-Opens 

2.00 - 4.00pm Sunday 27 June 2021 
How many villages do you know with their very own museum? A few years ago 

they were more common, but as their founders passed away they would close. 

Marton has bucked the trend. After George Tims died a band of hard working 

volunteers gave it a new life. It has now been a decade since they took over. 

The Museum continues to be improved by its volunteers over the winter period. 

Internal decoration and some of the displays have been worked on, although 

there is still much to do. 

Come and visit your museum on Sunday afternoons  

throughout the summer. Remember it is FREE! 



  Marton Church  

News 

CHURCH BUILDING REMAINS 
CLOSED BUT MAY BE 
CHANGING SOON 

Once again it is hoped that the 
church building will be 
permitted to open soon but 
we have no further 
information, we will update 
via the Marton email and the 
church noticeboard.  

St Esprit Marton’s church 
community continues to be 
active and available to all. 
Please contact either of the 
churchwardens (Janet Paget 
or Jenny Walsh) with any 
queries or requests for 
pastoral support.  

We have now produced the 
profile of the benefice as part 
of the process of advertising 

for a new vicar. 
14 

CHURCH SERVICES  

 4 July at 6.30pm in the churchyard 
(refreshments from 6pm) will be ‘In the 
Spirit – Praise and Thanksgiving’ in line 
with the national day of thanksgiving.  

 Holy Communion services will be held at 
Holy Trinity in Long Itchington at 9.30am 
every Sunday, please contact 
psmyhill@btinternet.com to book a 
place.  

 Revd Rob Rogers continues to support 
us, with an on-line service of Holy 
Communion (Second Tuesday in the 
month) plus we have recorded services 
on the other Sundays and deanery 
resources communicated via email and 
delivered via Facebook and YouTube.  
Details are on the noticeboard and the 
Marton email. 

Please contact us by email 
(StEspritMarton@gmail.com) if you want 
joining details for services or wish to be 
included on our Church mailing list (email or 
posted). 

 

NEW WINE CHRISTIAN  FESTIVAL – UNITED 
BREAKS OUT 29 July to 3 August  

A group of us have attended New Wine for 
many years and love the fellowship as well as 
the worship, crafts and teaching.  New Wine 
UBO will again be online this year.  

mailto:psmyhill@btinternet.com
mailto:StEspritMarton@gmail.com


Marton Church 

 If you would like details of how to enjoy in 
your own home or to join us in the churchyard 
and the garden of The Cottage, please contact 
us at StEspritMarton@gmail.com or talk to 
Jenny or Joe.   

There are kids, youth, adult and accessible 
church sessions including silly games, teaching, 
live worship and much more. Access is via 
https://www.new-wine.org/events/united-
breaks-out.  

 

FOODBANK DONATIONS Thank you for all the 
foodbank donations (cash and products). Tins, 
jars, packets and toiletry items can be left in 
the collection boxes on the drive of The 
Cottage, North Street or in the porch of 18, 
Birdingbury Road. 

 

CHURCHYARD – HELP REQUIRED PLEASE       
10 July and 14 August 

The last working party was small but 
enthusiastic, thank you to all who came or 
who have contributed since.  

There will be Working Parties in 
family groups on 10 July and 14 
August 10.00 -12.30 (bring your own 
tools).  

All help is appreciated, any 
strimming or weeding would be 
fantastic, thank you to those who 
keep plots or areas neat and tidy. If 

you cannot join us but have 
any spare time to support the 
churchyard, please do so at 
any time. 

AUTUMN PROGRESSIVE – 
Save the date in the hope of 
the event – 2 October 

As many of us have really 
missed the annual Marton 
Progressive Dinner, we are 
proposing holding it in 
October if restrictions allow.  

If you are interested, please 
let us know at 
StEspritMarton@gmail.com 
or talk to Jenny or Joe. 
Further information will be 
made available via the 
Marton email, the next 
newsletter and the church 
notice board. 
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News 

mailto:StEspritMarton@gmail.com
https://www.new-wine.org/events/united-breaks-out
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  Marton Adverts 

News 
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  Marton Adverts 



  Marton Adverts 

     Local Display  
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Village News 
Local Business based in 

Marton 

We provide an EARLY and RELIABLE 
Newspaper and Magazine delivery service 
For more details please contact Zena Richards on 

01926 633138 or 07788991933 
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Marton Adverts 

(Cover picture courtesy of Martin Sherrett ) 

 



 Marton Contacts

Outside the village 

 

 

Emergency Contacts 

    Gas:       0800 111 999  

    Water:      0800 7834444 

    Electricity:     0800 0568090 

    Floodline:     0845 988 1188  

    NHS Direct:     111  
 

Rugby Borough Council       01788 533533   

           www.rugby.gov.uk 

Warwickshire County Council      01926 410410   
           www.warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Councillors 
 

Borough Councillor   Emma Crane      07956895529   
   

County Councillor    Howard Roberts    01788 519603 

           cllrroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk   

Member of Parliament 

Jeremy Wright (Conservative)      01926 853650   

           jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk   

 

Warwickshire Police 

Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team 

 

To contact the team directly (not for reporting a crime) 01788 853851   

To report a crime or any suspicious incident   101 

In an emergency        999 

Email: rrs.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

Twitter: @RugbyCops 
     

Rugby Police Station, Newbold Road,  

Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2DH 

http://www.rugby.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/



