
 

Marton Newsletter 

December/January 2020/21 

We wish you 

blessings to count 

this festive season 

and hope to enjoy 

socialising in person 

with champagne 

bubbles soon. Judy & John xx 

To All Martonians 

Christmas Greetings—

Good Will & Health—

keep staying safe & 

don’t forget to keep 

stocked up with masks 

from River Cottage 

Mike and Lyn 

Johnson wish 

everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a 

Happy New Year 

With best wishes for 

the Future 

To all our neighbours 

and friends around the 

village, we wish you a 

warm, dry and 

peaceful Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.  

From Colin and Helen 

at The Garden House 

Audrey & Arthur wish 

all their friends, 

neighbours & villagers 

a very Merry 

Christmas and a safe 

& happy New Year   

To Our Marton 

neighbours and 

friends, we wish 

you a Merry 

Christmas and a 

Happy New Year 

Malc & Pam  

(7 Louisa Ward Close) 

Wishing everyone 

health and 

happiness from 

Faye, Dave, Emmett 

and Rowan 

Wishing all our Marton friends a very Merry Chrismas. 

May 2021 be filled with joy and peace. Prayers for the 

end to this virus. Love to you all from Sharon, Steve, 

Poppy Chis and Jack too xxx. 

Wishing all our wonderful friends 

and neighbours in 

Marton a Joyful 

Christmas and a 

Peaceful and Healthy 

New Year. Barney and 

Jo Shirlaw 



 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year to all in 

Marton. Much love and 

merriment for 2021 Lots 

of love and 

seasons 

greetings 

John, Emilie, 

Eva and Isla 

Happy Christmas 

to all our friends 

and neighbours, 

Geoff & 

Julia, 

Victoria 

Cottage 

Merry Christmas to 
you all!    

And a Happy 
New Year. 

Sal, Michael, 
Milly and 

Hannah Koch 

Happy Christmas to all 

our lovely friends and 

neighbours in Marton! 

We hope everyone is 

keeping safe and well. 

Fingers crossed 2021 will 

be a much better 

year all round! 

Love from Jenny, 

Patrick, Sophie, 

Molly & Max xxx 

We 
wish 

you all 
a lovely 

Christmas and 
New Year during 

these tough times.  
May you enjoy and 

stay safe 
Bernie & Jeff 

Bayliss 

Wishing 
everyone a 

Happy 
Christmas 
from Sue, 

Gary, Indi and 
Mimi. 



   Marton Diary 

Diary Dates 

Marton Village Hall 

There are no activities 

taking place in the Village 

Hall at the moment 

 

NB Please note the deadline 
for the February newsletter 
will be Sunday 24 January 
2021.  
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December 
Pilates has now been cancelled again at the 
Village Hall, as have all other physical village 
events and mobile library visits. 

Church Services are currently available every 

Sunday via the St Esprit Facebook  

(see p.18 & 19). 

 

The sun setting on another 
Marton Year (like no other!) 

Don’t forget if 

you haven’t 

already done so 

sign up for the 

village group 

email, which is 

invaluable for 

keeping you in 

touch with what 

is happening. 

If you want to be 

added to the 

group contact:                
admin@martonvillage.com Next Marton  

Parish Council Meeting 

Via Microsoft Teams 

Contact Parish Clerk for joining details 

7.00pm Tuesday  

12 January 2021 



  Marton News 

Newsbites 

Give a Hog a Home 
Competition: Results 

Thank you for all the fabulous 
names submitted for the 
hedgehog houses. They were 
some very 
creative names, 
but with only 
four houses the 
Parish Council 
have decided on the following 
names (Now for the engraving) 

Hogs Haven; Quilla Villa 

Hoglet Hall; Prickles Den 

All Marton School 
Children Eligible for Free 

Public Transport 

This issue had been raised at 
the last parish council 
meeting. Apparently the 
Warwickshire County Council 
policy on free transport has 
changed a number of times 
recently. In theory most if not 
all children in the village 
should be eligible for such 
transport and it is worth 
raising the matter further with 
local councillors if any child is 

refused. 
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COVID-19: Marton Community 
Network – We can help! 

As many of you are aware, before the first 
national lockdown a small group representing the 
Parish Council, Church and  Village Hall  met to 
discuss how to support the Marton community. 
We have maintained the Network throughout the 
year and as 2020 draws to a close it’s still 
important that we look out for and support each 
other. 

If you are self-isolating because of COVID-19 and 
need some help with: 

· Picking up shopping or prescriptions 

· Posting mail 

· A friendly phone call 

· Urgent supplies 

Please make contact with either: 
Helen on:   clerk@martonvillage.com or  
                   07793 213048 or 

Rob on:      lummisrob@gmail.com or  
      07764 377163 

Please don’t be afraid to ask! 
We will be happy to arrange for you to receive 
the help you need. Please remember you should 
only accept help from people you know and trust 
- always ring for clarification if you are not sure. 

A big thank you: to all the wonderful volunteers 
who continue to support the Marton Community 
with offers of help! 

Thanks for reading, please take care and stay safe. 

Rob (Vice-chair, Marton Parish Council)  
Mobile: 07764 377163     
rlummis1@partner.jaguarlandrover.com 



 Bin Business 

The Bin Men who come every 
week to empty the bin outside 
the children’s play area and the 
dog poo bin are to be 
commended as they willingly 
removed (at a neighbour’s 
request) the broken basket ball 
stand which was damaged in 
recent storms. 

They did also say that they 
don’t understand how some 
dog owners put the poo in the 
ordinary waste bin when the 
dog poo bin is only yards away 
and clearly in sight.  

Could some dog owners 
remember this please. 

  Marton News 

Newsbites Marton Newsletter’s Future  
(and your part in it) 

Many thanks for all the responses to this 
article in last month’s newsletter - both the 
advice offered and especially the financial 
contributions. 

There is a careful path we will have to 
navigate between the economic and 
environmental arguments against paper 
consumption and the greater impact and 
convenience of a physical newsletter. All the 
differing views shared agreement on the 
value of offering news of village life. 

Thanks to the contributions of those who 
offered generous payments for their 
Christmas greetings seen on the cover, and 
those who made payments without 
greetings, we are in a position to guarantee 
the Newsletter for another year. 

A restful Christmas and Covid-free new year 
to you all! 

Police update 

Police have confirmed evening patrols in the 
village have increased and a number of car 
registration numbers have been followed-
up after a few antisocial behaviour incidents 
near the sports pavilion earlier in the year. 
They’re asking residents to report any 
antisocial behaviour either via the phone 
number 101 or email 
helena.seal1@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk. 
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  Marton News 

Newsbites 

Parking Across 
Footpaths  

Residents are reminded to 
please park responsibly in the 
village and to not obstruct 

footpaths. 
We have 
received 
reports of 
pedestrians 
with no 
choice but 

to walk on the road due to 
inconsiderate parking. It is 
especially difficult for any 
wheelchair users or those 
with pushchairs. 
 

Children’s Christmas 
Party: December 2020 

Although this year’s party is 
cancelled, you will be pleased 
to know next year’s is being 
prepared! 
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Duck donations 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
donated to back a 
character rubber duck 
for the Children In 
Need Duck Race in 
November. The race 

was run and 
broadcast online by the BBC on an amazing 
course that provided lots of entertaining 
hazards, holding the yellow ducks up 
unpredictably with bridges, islands and 
waterfalls. You can still watch the race here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=S3CJpSrRX84 

The duck that eventually made it to first place 
was Quackman 
and Bobin’ [that’s 
a BBC pun rather 
than a typo]. It 
was backed by five 
lucky Marton 
winners: Robbin, 
Marie, Su, Emmett 
and Rowan, who 
each received a 
prize box of 

chocolates. 

In total we raised 
£172 for Children In Need so thank you 
everyone who took part and donated, 
       Faye      



Marton News 

Rugby or Leamington, 

shopping at the Co-op in 

North Street and visiting the 

village doctor (who she also 

worked for at one point).   

Her mind and memory is still 

razor sharp as she vividly 

recalls an incident that 

happened in the village over 

80 years ago.   

Joan has been an active 

member of our community all 

her adult life and the photo 

was taken a few years ago 

when she was selling raffle 

tickets in the village hall.   

Despite her advancing years 

Joan is determined to remain 

in her home and with the 

support of her neighbours 

and friends she is managing 

to achieve this.   

We look forward to the day 

when Joan receives her 100th 

birthday card from the 

Queen!   
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Joan’s 99! 

On 12 November a very special Marton lady 

celebrated a very special birthday – Joan 

Cashmore 

was 99 

years 

young.   

Joan not 

only holds 

the title 

of 

Marton’s 

eldest 

resident 

but she 

has also 

lived in 

the village longer than anyone else, having 

moved into Church Street in 1923.  Joan has 

lived in the same house ever since, firstly with 

her parents and then with her beloved 

husband Charles, who sadly died 11 years ago.   

As you can imagine Joan is a fount of 

knowledge about Marton’s history and has 

many tales to tell of its residents over the 

years, and their involvement in village 

celebrations and scandals!  She remembers 

walking up to the station to catch the train into 

Newsbites 



Marton 200 Club 

Cancer Food Sale 
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Be in it to win it for only £1 

per number per month! 

The Marton 200 Club 

relaunches in January 

2021 

Updates include: 

Monthly draws with increased cash prizes of  

£40, £20 & 2 x £10. 

Easy subscription payment - paid annually or 3 or 6 monthly. 

Download the membership form from the Village Hall page on 

the Marton website: 

www.martonvillage.com  

or contact Dyan Hewett (dyanh@btinternet.com)  

or 01926 633243. 

With many thanks to our current members and 200 Club 

collectors. We look forward to your ongoing membership and 

to welcoming new participants. 

We hope that you will continue to support your Village Hall 

while having the opportunity to win cash prizes. 



Marton Virtual Quiz 

          Chaylookes 

Quiz 3 Generation Gap  

        (Captain Faye Chambers)                  

          Chaylookes 

           Virtual Party  

           (Captain Colin Oliver) 

With the three weeks’ scores 

together, the overall winning 

teams of the Lockdown 2 

Quiz are:  

Chaylookes 410,  The Covid 

Enemies 403, Pot Luck 402. 

When the scores across both 

Lockdown 1 and Lockdown 2 

quizzes are combined, the 

overall winners are Pot Luck 

(1178), The Covid Enemies 

(1176) and The Virtual Party 

(1174). 

Thanks again to everyone 

who’s taken part with good 

humour, patience and 

honesty. I love the feedback 

I’ve been receiving about 

how this is giving families and 

friends a chance to catch up 

remotely and talk about 

something other than the 

state of the world.   

    Clare 
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Marton Virtual Quiz - Lockdown 2 

With the onset of Lockdown 2 Marton’s virtual 

quiz made a re-appearance! The same rules 

applied as 

before - 

questions sent 

out at 7.00pm 

on Sunday, 

answers at 

9.00pm - but 

this time teams 

had to wait for 

results until Monday at 7.00pm to take the 

pressure off trying to get all the results 

recorded on a Sunday night. 

The quiz proved as popular as before with 23 

teams taking part. Once again team sizes were 

variable with a few teams only having two 

players, but gamely taking part anyway. The 

scores each week have been well spread out, 

but, as before, the top teams remain very 

close. The top 3 each week have been: 

Quiz 1   The Covid Enemies  

  (Captain Martin Osborne) 

        Chaylookes  

  (Captain Cate Cooke) 

               Angels of the North  

  (Captain Emily Hewitt) 

Quiz 2    Pot Luck  

  (Captain Helen Preston) 

          Corona Alona  

  (Captain Geoff Bayliss) 

Lockdown 2 



Marton Nature 

The Winter Scene 

Marton Nature Graham 

Life in the Winter 

Varying numbers of various 

land living four legged 

creatures can still be seen 

around Marton. They range 

from Roe deer [ the largest, 30 

inches high at the shoulder] to 

the Shrew family [2.5 Inches 

from the nose to the tip of the 

tail]. They all survive the 

winter in different ways. 

Foxes, Badgers and Stoats 

prey on smaller mammals and 

birds.   

Hedgehogs live on insects, 
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slugs and worms but will hibernate if it gets 

too cold, as do Bats as they need insects to 

survive.  

Rats, Mice, Voles and Shrews feed on plant 

material; Hares and Rabbits keep grazing the 

grass and Otters keep fishing.  

Grey Squirrels get very cheeky and wreck bird 

feeders but what do Moles do? They just dig 

deeper and follow the worms. 

 

Merry Christmas 

everybody and a good 

New Year from Marton 

Nature! 



Marton Crime 
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 1881 



A Marton Christmas Carol 

1881 

Burglary & Theft on 

Christmas Day in Marton 

1881  

No Christmas redemption for 

William Walters. He broke into 

the saddlers shop in what is 

today 13 North Street (The 

Chambers’ house), shown 

beside the cart in this 1905 

view 

Report from 21 January 1882 
Warwick Advertiser 

William Henry Walters (22), in 

custody, was charged with 

having on the 25th December 

last at Marton feloniously 

broken Into the dwelling 

house of James Berry, and 

stolen the sum of about £3O 

in gold and £2 in silver, the 

moneys of Mr Berry.  

James Berry stated: l am a 

saddler at Marton. On 

Christmas Day six o'clock I 

shut up my house at Marton, 

and I and my wife and sister 

went to church. I locked all 

the doors and left two lights 

burning, one in the parlour 
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and the other in the kitchen. It has been my 

practice to so for years past whenever we go 

to church.  

I returned home from church about half-past 

eight and found back door standing little way 

open, and cupboard door wide open. We 

looked about but could find nothing wrong. A 

friend came in and thought nothing more of it 

until the next morning about nine o'clock, 

when from my garden I saw that a part of a 

pane of glass was gone from my shop 

window. I also observed that the hasp of the 

window was loose. I then went upstairs to 

see that all was right. I went to the drawer 

where I kept my money and found the handle 

broken off, and the drawer broken open with 

tools taken from my shop. My money was 

gone. I kept my gold in the tin box produced, 

and in a paper box by the side of it I kept my 

silver. I had more than £3O in the box in gold, 



A Marton Christmas Carol 

key of his house upon him, 

and I delivered him into 

custody.  

I went to his house and 

unlocked the door with the 

key in question, and found a 

new chest of drawers there 

with new suit of clothes in it. 

The house was full of new 

furniture. In the trouser 

pocket of the new suit was the 

purse produced, containing 

£l3 l0s. In gold and the receipt 

now produced for the 

furniture. I handed the 

prisoner over to the county 

authorities the same day.  

John Palmer said: l am the 

Superintendent of Police at 

Rugby. On 26th inst at 1.00pm 

I heard of the robbery. I was 

at Marton at 2.00 p.m. the 

next day, and with Mr Welch 

and others, went over the 

prosecutor’s, house. I found 

the back window looking into 

garden from the workshop 

had a pane of glass clumsily 

taken oat, and through the 

hole I was able to unhook the 

window. I then went upstairs 
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and there was from 30s to £2 worth of silver. 

My purse was there with seven sovereigns in it, 

and a £5 note I had was crumpled up and 

thrown hack into the drawer. I produce the 

drawer, the handle of which still missing. There 

are marks on the drawer and also on the chest 

of the tools which had been used to break it 

open. I knew the tools used were my own, for I 

found them on the shop counter, and not the 

place where I had placed them on Christmas 

Eve. The prisoner had been an apprentice of 

mine but finished three years ago next May. He 

was five years in my house as an apprentice, and 

knew all my ways and where I kept my money. I 

suspected him and gave information to the 

police.  

John Lawlor said: I am a station-master at 

Marton. Between a quarter past seven and 

twenty minutes to eight on the night of 

Christmas Day I tapped at Mr. Berry a door and 

heard someone in his house. I repeated the rap 

about a minute and half, and no one coming 

peeped over the door and could see the shadow 

of someone on the wall opposite the cupboard 

thinking it was Mr Berry’s sister in the house I 

walked away. 

Albert Littlefield said: I am sergeant of police at 

Birmingham. On Friday, the 6th inst., I 

apprehended the prisoner at Curzon Street 

goods station, Birmingham. He was applying for 

a situation there. I told him I wanted him for a 

robbery in the Rugby division, and for being a 

deserter from the Royal Artillery. He said “This is 

a proper trap I have dropped into”. I found the 

1881 



A Marton Christmas Carol 

1881 

and was shown the chest of 

drawers, which could be seen 

by any person going upstairs.  

Shortly afterwards I went to 

Coventry and commenced 

searching for the prisoner. The 

house he lodged in was 

watched the greater part of the 

night, and the following day. I 

found that he had absconded, 

and I put myself in 

communication with the 

Birmingham and railway police. 

On the 6th inst I received 

information that the prisoner 

was in custody in Birmingham. I 

sent for him, and the following 

morning I took him before 

magistrate in Rugby, and 

charged with breaking into Mr 

Berry’s home on the 25th of 

December and stealing 

therefrom about £6O.  

He said “I was not near Marton 

that night. I was at the Town 

Wall public-house from 

6.00pm., opening time, up to 

closing time, in company with 

the two Atkins and my brother, 

and I went home with John 

Atkins." On the 9th of January 

his wife came to Rugby to 
12 

see him and I took him into a room with her 

and she said, “Oh, Bill, what did you this for?” 

and immediately afterwards said “It’s no use 

your denying it;  you told between four and five 

of you were going to Mr. Barry’s respecting 

work. I did not see you again until you came to 

me at my mother’s; you were then all of a 

sweat, and all over dirt. You gave me 3s and 

showed me half a sovereign between your 

fingers, and asked if I should like that, and also 

told me to get half gallon of beer in.” She then 

begged of him to tell the truth, and he said, 

“You know what state we were in; we had no 

money and nothing to eat, and I could not get 

any work.” He said, “There is something wrong 

about amount of money as I only got £19 10s  

6d from Mr. Berry’s house”." I then said, “You 

own to having been there on Sunday night?”.  

He said, “Yes, I have done it more to get out of 

the army than anything else. I have been fool 

with my own money, and now I have to suffer 

for it.” The prisoner, after being duly cautioned, 

said “I have nothing to say," and was 

committed to take his trial at the next assizes. 

In February 1882 William was found guilty at 

Warwick Crown Court and sentenced to eight 

month’s imprisonment with hard labour. The 

Judge commented that he was sorry to see one 

so young commencing a career of crime and 

hoped this would serve as a caution to him. 

After his prison term  William Walters 

disappears from the records. Perhaps he 

changed his name or decided to emigrate? 



8.7 VILLAGE ISSUES 

Sustrans Disused Railway Path 
Development 

Cllr Taylor has followed up the 
idea of proposing to WCC that 
they install a footpath to join 
Long Itchington & Marton 
(possibly linking with Sustrans’ 
path redevelopment). Cllr 
Adam advised Long Itchington 
and Stockton Parish Councils 
would join together with 
Marton to explore the 
possibilities. Cllr Taylor to keep 
Marton Parish Council updated.  
ACTION Cllr Taylor 

6. POLICE ISSUES 

6.1 Crime Report 

Nothing reported. Thank you to 
Miranda for the regular email 
updates. 

6.2 Community Speedwatch 

Cllr Chambers advised Adam 
Hewitt has joined Marton onto 
the new online system but 
progress remains slow and 
frustrating.  
ACTION Cllr Chambers 

6.3 Marton Police Outpost 

PCSO Banks has asked if he 
could use the Village Hall 

  Marton Parish 

Council Draft Minutes of Marton Parish 

Council held on Tuesday 10 

November 2020, 19.00pm,  Online 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 

1. ATTENDANCE 

Cllr David Fry (Chair) Helen Keeves – (Marton 

Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer), Cllr 

Rob Lummis (Vice Chair), Cllr Sarah Crawford, 

Cllr Faye Chambers , Cllr Mike Taylor (from 

19.21) 

2. APOLOGIES 

Cllr Crane 

3. CHAIR  

Chair, Cllr David Fry proposed changing the 
order of the agenda to accommodate the 
attendance of Cllr Louis Adam from Long 
Itchington Parish Council, this was unanimously 
agreed by all councillors. 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

4.1 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Tuesday 8 September 2020 were 
agreed and signed as accurate. Completed 
Cllr Fry 

5. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Cllr David Fry declared of interest of item 8.6 
Newsletter Finances as David is responsible for 
the production of the village newsletter.
 Noted 
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  Marton Parish  

Council 

or Pavilion as an outpost. 
Councillors agreed this would 
be great for village police 
presence. Cllr Lummis to talk 
with the Village Hall Committee 
and update PCSO Banks. The 
hall is currently not being used 
but cleaning continues and its 
public use will be continuously 
reviewed in line with 
government guidelines. ACTION   
Cllr Lummis 

7. PLANNING MATTERS 

7.1 R20/0683 Remove existing 
one story flat-roof garage, 
replace with new pitched roof 
garage.  

15, NORTH STREET, MARTON, 
RUGBY, CV23 9RJ – No issues 
from MPC 

7.2 R20/0833 Conversion of 
office and store to residential 
annex.  

THE COTTAGE, NORTH STREET, 
MARTON, RUGBY, CV23 9RJ – 
No issues from MPC 

8. VILLAGE ISSUES 

8.1 Covid-19 Community 
Network 

The group continues to send out 
regular emails offering 

assistance. Requests have 
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slowed but may increase as we go into 
lockdown 2.  
ACTION   Cllr Lummis 

Good Neighbour Scheme grant: Councillors 
agreed to request funding for a village welcome 
pack project. Cllr Lummis to investigate, Cllr Fry 
has a contents list already developed to share. 
ACTION   Cllr Lummis 

Village hall flu vaccines: Brookside surgery 
successfully delivered flu jabs in the hall in a 
Covid compliant way, well done all involved.. 

Warwickshire County Council Community 
Network Covid-19 online training course: Cllr 
Lummis, and Parish Clerk to register. 
ACTION   Cllr Lummis & Parish Clerk 

8.2 Marton Emergency/Flood Response 
community shed funding 

Cllr Fry is still looking into potential planning 
permission requirements, Cllr Howard Roberts is 
following-up with WCC. Cllr Fry confirmed there 
are no time constrains to spend the grant due to 
the present situation.  

8.2.1 Recent flood scares. Cllr Fry confirmed 
with the Flood Resilience Team that the flood 
alert boundary for the village has not changed. 

8.2.2 Road surface puddles. Highways have 
agreed to clean the High Street drains to help 
surface water drainage. Birdingbury Road is 
unlikely to be resurfaced again. MPC to monitor 
and report back to Highways. ACTION   Cllr Fry 

8.3 Severn Trent Community Fund 

The project continues to progress ahead of the 
January deadline; The pavilion outside tap has 
been fitted and the next step is to order and 



items to address. The 
comprehensive report has been 
forwarded to Dinyar Baria 
(MPFA chair) for action. 
Completed Parish Clerk 

9.1.1 Village Bench Donation 

Two replacement benches have 
arrived and are being stored for 
the winter. They will be 
installed by the MPFA in the 
spring.  

9.2 Defibrillators 

Monthly checks being 
completed by the Parish Clerk 
and logged on The Circuit 
(online Defibrillator database). 
Checks completed 1 Oct & 2 
Nov. 
ACTION Parish Clerk 

 9.3 Grass Cutting 

A note to go to the grass cutting 
contractor for 2021: 
management of the new 
seeded areas (frequency of 
mowing), daffodil bulbs in the 
grass verge opposite North 
Street and we need to arrange 
to cut the hedge around the 
play area to a shorter more 
manageable hedge. 
ACTION Parish Clerk 

9.3.1 Pony Grazing/
Exercising 

  Marton Parish 

Council install the recycling area. Volunteers have been 
thanked in the newsletter.  
ACTION   Cllr Chambers & Parish Clerk 

8.4 WCC Councillors Grant Fund – Covid-19  

The funding final report has been prepared and 
is due to be submitted by Marton Parish Council 
in December. 
ACTION   Cllr Chambers & Parish Clerk 

8.5 MPFA Junior Cricket 

Two junior cricket sessions were run in 
September and the organisers are keen to 
continue in 2021. Risk Assessments were 
carried by Marton Cricket Club. Dinyar Baria and 
Helen Keeves successfully completed DBS 
checks. 

8.6 Newsletter Finances 

Cllr Fry explained the village newsletter printing 
costs have increased so he needs to explore 
alternative funding options. Councillors agreed 
to consider contributions towards printing 
minutes and MPC information in the budget. 
ACTION   Cllr Fry 

8.7 Sustrans Disused Railway Path 
Development 

The Parish Council would like to better 
understand the path re-development project. 
Cllr Taylor advised a Project Manager has been 
appointed to this project and he will contact her 
for further information. ACTION   Cllr Taylor 

9. VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 

9.1 Marton Playing Fields Association 

The independent playground inspection has 
been satisfactorily conducted with very minor 
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  Marton Parish  

Council 

MPC is keeping landowners 
Rugby Borough Council 
informed of reported grazing 
incidents. Residents also report 
the pony has been exercised on 
Marton Playing fields which is 
not permitted and could cause 
damage. 

9.4 Birdingbury Road Footpath 
Repairs 

Cllr Howard Roberts said in the 
past that if County Councillors 
funds were available we could 
apply for footpath repairs for 
Birdingbury Road. No update 
has been received so the Parish 
Clerk will follow up. 
ACTION Parish Clerk 

9.5 Streetlights 

An inventory of street lamps has 
been sent to electricity supplier 
Western Power to see if we can 
make savings now we have 8 
low energy lamps. Please 
continue to report any 
streetlights not working to the 
Parish Clerk to report to WCC 
for maintenance.  
ACTION Parish Clerk 

10.  FINANCE 

10.1 As of Bank statement 
dated 1 Nov 2020 
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Current Account  £ 14,040.41 

10.2 WaterPlus Account – Supplier of water for 
the Pavilion & Museum 

During lockdown 1 Waterplus put our accounts 
on hold as we were not using the buildings, this 
has now ended and we will receive bills on a 
regular basis.  
ACTION Parish Clerk 

10.2.1 Site Area Concessionary Scheme 

Due to Covid-19 and reduced staff, this scheme 
has been put on hold but the Clerk will follow-
up and has asked Waterplus for other cost 
saving ideas. 
ACTION Parish Clerk 

10.3 In-house monthly financial checks 

These continue monthly. When Cllr Taylor is 
Chair, Cllr Rob Lummis has kindly agreed to sign 
off the monthly reconciliation with the Parish 
Clerk. 
ACTION Parish Clerk & Cllr Lummis 

10.4 Budget 2021/2022 Review budget & 
precept for the new financial year 

The 2021/2022 draft budget was discussed. Cllr 
Taylor agreed to work with the Clerk on the 
budget as further information is required before 
it is signed off in January. Councillors have not 
yet agreed on the 2021/2022 precept. 
ACTION Parish Clerk & Cllr Taylor 

11.  STANDING ORDERS 

Vote on adopting the revised Standing Orders, 
unanimously agreed. ADOPT 

12. MARTON PARISH COUNCIL CONSTITUTION 



available via the newsletter). 
The ground was prepared using 
a licenced contractor following 
all safety guidelines. Cllr 
Chambers re-iterated project 
information and requests for 
proposal feedback was 
communicated in the village 
newsletter at the time and 
feedback request flyers were 
put through letterboxes in 
directly affected streets. 

15. DATE OF NEXT ORDINARY 
MEETING 

Tuesday 12 Jan 2021, 19.00pm 
via Microsoft Teams Meeting 

2021 meeting dates reviewed 
(second Tuesday bi-monthly) 

Tuesday 12 January, Tuesday 9 
March, Tuesday 11 May Annual 
Parish Meeting & Annual 
General Meeting, Tuesday 13 
July, Tuesday 14 September, 
Tuesday 9 November 

16. CHAIR ELECTION 

Cllr Mike Taylor put himself 
forward as Chair for the next 
two months which was 
unanimously agreed and 
supported by all Parish 
Councillors. The declaration of 
acceptance of office was signed 
by Cllr Taylor. 

  Marton Parish 

Council Vote on adopting the revised Constitution, 
unanimously agreed.  ADOPT 

13. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

Vote on adopting the revised Financial 
Regulations, unanimously agreed. 

ADOPT 

14. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM  

14.1 School children eligible for free public 
transport 

The eligibility for Marton children for free 
transport is constantly being changed by WCC, 
often with confusing criteria. Marton Parish 
Council was successful in assisting a family 
obtain a previously declined travel pass, we can 
be consulted on a case by case basis. 

14.2 HGV & agricultural vehicles in the village – 
speed/safety 

Reports of speeding vehicles or vehicles causing 
damage in the village must be reported to 
police 

14.3 Drivers parking across footpaths 
restricting access for pedestrians 

Residents reminded to please park responsibly 
in the village and to not obstruct footpaths. We 
have received reports of pedestrians with no 
choice but to walk on the road due to 
inconsiderate parking. 

14.4 Severn Trent Project, communication 

A resident has given feedback that 
communication about grass treatment was 
lacking in the wildflower project. Cllr Chambers 
said this was in the independent report (made 
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  Marton Church 

Vicar’s Letter 

  A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

This has been a strange and 

difficult year, Christmas will be 

unlike any other and the New 

Year will hold new challenges. 

More than 80 years ago, King 

George VI quoted from a 

poem by Minnie Louise 

Haskins in his Christmas 

broadcast. The words still 

seem appropriate for today; 

 

And I said to the man who 

stood at the gate of the year:  

“Give me a light that I may 

tread safely into the 
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unknown.” 

And he replied:  

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand 

into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and 

safer than a known way.” 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, 

trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the 

breaking of day in the lone East. 

 

Although this poem is much quoted, so often 

the last line is omitted, but the last line makes 

all the difference!  

We wish you all every blessing of the 

Christmas Season and look forward to when 

we can meet and worship together again. 

Church News 

REVD JANE EVERITT 

Please continue to pray for Jane, Tim and 

their family as Jane remains on sick leave 

until the end of February 2021. 

Please contact either of the churchwardens 

with any queries or requests for prayer. 

CHURCH BUILDING REMAINS CLOSED even 

for Christmas! 

 There will be no Christmas Services or 



Marton Church 

Village Newsbites gatherings this year 

as we cannot meet 

the social distancing / 

safety guidelines in 

our small church.   

CHURCH SERVICES  

As we move towards becoming an Eco-

Church we will be using email and our 

noticeboards for church notices and 

information about services. 

Please contact Joe Walsh if you wish to be 

included on our Church mailing list. 

CHRISTMAS TREE THANKS 

Thank you to the Pig Club for donating our 

Christmas tree which will be lit throughout 

Advent. Everyone is welcome to add 

decorations when it is safe to do so, 

maintaining social distancing. 

VILLAGE ADVENT CALENDAR THANKS 

Many thanks to everyone who has 

volunteered to decorate and light an Advent 

Window. We plan to share the schedule in 

sets of eight to maintain an element of 

surprise! We hope you enjoy walking around 

the village and seeing the lights glowing in 

the darkness, reminding us all that Jesus is 

the Light of the World. 

Stopping Slippy  Marton  

With winter here what better 

way to keep warm and get 

some fresh air and exercise 

than to go outside and sweep 

some leaves? With falling 

leaves gradually turning into 

slush they can prove to be a 

slippery hazard as winter 

progresses. Giving the area 

outside your house a good 

clean can prevent accidents 

and keep postman Dougie 

safe! 

While you are out, can you see 

any overhanging branches 

that might be developing into 

an obstruction? Perhaps an 

additional light pruning might 

also benefit everyone. 
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  Marton Adverts 

Vicar’s Letter 
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Cooke’s  
Quality Kindling  

 

FSC certified wood  
£3 per bag 

£10 for 4 bags  
Delivered free to your door  

 
Billy & Charlie Cooke 

Marton 633788 
cooke.cate@gmail.com 

A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year from the Newsletter Team -  

Contributors, Editors, Distributors and Advertising Executive 

 

Grateful thanks all those who 

have helped keep it going...  

...and a very special thanks to 

our sponsors - the advertisers, 

who have been so generous in 

their support 



Marton Adverts 
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Village News 
Local Business based in 

Marton 

We provide an EARLY and RELIABLE 
Newspaper and Magazine delivery service 
For more details please contact Zena Richards on 

01926 633138 or 07788991933 



  Marton Adverts 
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 Marton Contacts

Outside the village 

 

 

Emergency Contacts 

    Gas:       0800 111 999  

    Water:      0800 7834444 

    Electricity:     0800 0568090 

    Floodline:     0845 988 1188  

    NHS Direct:     111  
 

Rugby Borough Council       01788 533533   

           www.rugby.gov.uk 

Warwickshire County Council      01926 410410   
           www.warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Councillors 
 

Borough Councillor   Emma Crane      07956895529   
   

County Councillor    Howard Roberts    01788 519603 

           cllrroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk   

Member of Parliament 

Jeremy Wright (Conservative)      01926 853650   

                  jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk   

 

Warwickshire Police 

Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team 

 

To contact the team directly (not for reporting a crime) 01788 853851   

To report a crime or any suspicious incident   101 

In an emergency        999 

Email: rrs.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

Twitter: @RugbyCops 
     

Rugby Police Station, Newbold Road,  

Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 2DH 

http://www.rugby.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/


24 

Inside cover photos of Marton courtesy of Alan) 

 

 Marton contacts 

 Inside the village 

Marton Parish Council  
    Clerk:      Helen Keeves     01926 633338 

                             clerk@martonvillage.com 

Councillors:     Faye Chambers      (Contact via the Clerk)  

       Rob Lummis    
       David Fry       
       Mike Taylor  

       Sarah Crawford   

Village Organisations 
Marton Newsletter  (Editorial)  David Fry   01926 632936 

Marton Newsletter (Advertising) Sharon Edwards  sharon.edwards0@googlemail.com 

Marton Vicar    Jenny/Janet                   (see below)   

Village Hall     Maya Van Der Galien  07537 853866 
                  villagehall.marton@gmail.com  

Playing Field Association      

Neighbourhood Watch  Miranda Aston  07931 770249  

Cricket Club    Alan Naylor   07480193093 

Marton Museum    David Fry   01926 632936 

Local History    Andy Bolam   01926 634841 

Marton Nature    Joan Sherratt   01926 632837 

            jmsherratt@btinernet.com 

Marton Walkers    Mike Johnson   01926 632960 

Brownies     Elizabeth Murray  01926 815466 

Church Warden    Janet Paget   01926 632509  

       Jenny Walsh   01926 632547 

Emergency Flood Group  Parish Council  See contacts above 

Dog Warden    Andrea Jacques            01926 632799 

Snow Warden    Graham Wood  01926 632610 
Website 

www.martonvillage.com email:                        newsletter@martonvillage.com 

 
Join Marton group email and find out the news as it happens or circulate your requests or 

offers.  If you want to be added to the group contact:                admin@martonvillage.com 

 

mailto:villagehall.marton@gmail.com




 

A Very Merry  

Christmas and a  

Happy & Safe New 

Year to all our 

neighbours  

and friends in Marton, love from 

Miranda, Ulli, Eva, Girvan and all 

the Sheep at Village Farm xxxx 

Alan and 

Cheryl Naylor 

wish you all a 

very Happy 

Christmas 

and New Year 

Colin and Megan send 

warmest wishes for 

Christmas and the 

New Year. We are so 

lucky to live in such a 

wonderful village.  

Thank You Everyone 

Dear Martonians, We 

hope you have a very 

happy and healthy 

Christmas and New 

Year. With love from Jenny & Joe, 

Chris & Lucy, Stephen & the dogs 

(Lottie & Mazie) 

Wishing all our friends and 

neighbours in Marton a very 

Happy Christmas and a New 

Year to enjoy going forward. 

We will all be stronger 

following the challenges of 2020.  

Love Barbara, Alex and Mister Sox xx 

Angie and Martin Woodhouse 

wish all our friends 

and neighbours in 

Marton a Happy 

Christmas and a 

healthy and 

prosperous New Year 

Janet  & Joe Paget 

wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year 

Wishing all our 

friends & neighbours 

a very Merry 

Christmas and a 

Happy & Healthy New 

Year! Best wishes,  

 Celia & Ian  

Ralph  and Carol 

Denton wish all their 

Marton friends. A 

Happy Christmas 

and a Healthy New 

Year  

From Joan Cashmore in her Centenary Year. 

Season’s Greetings to all my Marton  

Friends & Villagers 

To Friends, Clients 

& Customers of  

DCB Antiques & 

DCB Books - 

Wishing you all a 

Happy Christmas 

and a better 2021 

for everyone  


