
Marton Newsletter 

May 2020 



 

 Marton contacts 

 Inside the village 

Marton Parish Council  
    Clerk:      Helen Keeves      01926 633338  

                                     clerk@martonvillage.com 

Chair:      Faye Chambers      (Contact via the Clerk)  

Councillors:     Rob Lummis    
       David Fry       
       Mike Taylor  

       Sarah Crawford   

 

Village Organisations 
Marton Newsletter  (Editorial)  David Fry   01926 632936 

Marton Newsletter (Advertising) Sharon Edwards  sharon.edwards0@googlemail.com 

Marton Vicar    Jenny/Janet                   (see below)   

Village Hall     Maya Van Der Galien  07537 853866 
                  villagehall.marton@gmail.com  

Playing Field Association  Sarah Dodd   tatumsarah@hotmail.com 

Neighbourhood Watch  Miranda Aston  07931 770249  

Cricket Club    Kyrone Dodd   07876899798 

Marton Museum    David Fry   01926 632936 

Local History    Andy Bolam   01926 634841 

Marton Walkers    Mike Johnson   01926 632960 

Pig Club     Joe Walsh   01926 632547 

Brownies     Elizabeth Murray  01926 815466 

Church Warden    Janet Paget   01926 632509  

       Jenny Walsh   01926 632547 

Emergency Flood Group  Parish Councillor  See contacts above 

Dog Warden    Andrea Jacques            01926 632799 

Snow Warden    Graham Wood  01926 632610 
Website 

www.martonvillage.com email:                        newsletter@martonvillage.com 
Join Marton group email and find out the news as it happens or circulate your requests or 

offers.  If you want to be added to the group contact:                admin@martonvillage.com 

 

mailto:villagehall.marton@gmail.com


   Marton Diary 

Diary Dates 

Marton Village Hall 

There are no activities until 

further notice in the Village 

Hall. 

 

 
NB Please note the deadline 
for the June Newsletter will 
be Sunday 24 May 2020. 
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May & June 

All physical village events and mobile 

library visits have been cancelled. 

The following virtual events have been 

organised to temporarily replace some 

village activities: 

 Virtual Quiz - every Sunday 7-9pm 

(details on p.5) 

 Marton Walkers - last Sunday of the 

month via a WhatsApp group (details 

on p.24) 

 Church Services - every Sunday via the 

St Esprit Facebook page (details on 

p.27) 

As a reminder of all the activities we can 

hope to look forward to after the Covid-19 

lockdown, this issue contains reports that 

would have been given at the (now 

postponed) annual village meeting. Enjoy a 

look back at the activities, on pages 8 -23. 

 

During this 

challenging time 

do sign up for 

the village group 

email which is 

invaluable for 

keeping you in 

touch with what 

is happening 
If you want to be 

added to the group 

contact:                
admin@martonvillage.com 



  Marton News 

Newsbites 
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COVID-19: Marton Community Network – We can help! 

As many of you are aware a small group representing the Parish Council,  Church and  

Village Hall have met to discuss supporting the Marton community through the difficult 

times we are currently facing. We all believe it’s beneficial to work together and support 

each other. 

As a result, if you are self-isolating because of COVID-19 and need some help with: 

 Picking up shopping or prescriptions 

 Posting mail 

 A friendly phone call 

 Urgent supplies 

Please make contact with either: 

Helen on   clerk@martonvillage.com or 07793 213048 or 

Rob on      lummisrob@gmail.com or 07764 377163 

We will be happy to arrange for you to receive the help you need. Please remember you 

should only accept help from people you know and trust - always ring for clarification if 

you are not sure. 

 

Volunteers needed! 

A number of residents have already expressed an interest in helping out, thank you. We 

are now collating those offers so please can you confirm to Helen 

(clerk@martonvillage.com) that you are happy to offer support and provide contact 

details – a mobile number would be helpful as we plan to communicate some requests 

for help through a WhatsApp Group. Thank you all so much, it’s really appreciated. 

Thank you for reading this, please stay healthy and safe. Please remember Coronavirus 

is contagious. Please take every precaution to ensure you are spreading only kindness. 

Avoid physical contact (2m distance) and wash your hands regularly. 

Rob (Vice-chair, Marton Parish Council)  

Mobile: 07764 377163     rlummis1@partner.jaguarlandrover.com 



An announcement of a teenage 

party in our garden was 

greeted by Reg saying, “Can 

Val and I come?”. 

We will miss his laughter and 

jolliness, his way to brighten up 

busy family days and the sound 

of him practicing his short 

game in the garden in the 

evening. Most of all, we will 

miss not having a kind and 

thoughtful friend next door, 

who was one of the most 

selfless people we will ever 

have the pleasure to meet.  

Reg passed away on Monday, 

30 March 2020. We will never 

forget him.  

Sally, Michael, Milly and 

Hannah 

NB. Reg had left instructions 

that in place of flowers at his 

funeral he would like people to 

make a donation to Acorns: 

https://www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/regswain 

 

  Marton News 

Newsbites In Memory of Reginald Swain  

We sadly had to say farewell to our beloved 

friend and neighbour Reginald (“Reg”) 

Swain.  

Over the years, Reg and his partner Val 

became a part of our family. Many 

conversations and jokes were exchanged 

over the garden fence or over a glass of 

wine or beer. Reg was the best neighbour 

and friend one could wish for. Always ready 

to lend a helping hand or give advice, never 

forgetting to enquire about any school 

achievements of the children.  

Reg had a wonderful sense of humour. For 

Sal’s birthday, he once popped a card 

through our letterbox, containing a tea bag. 

The card read, “Have a drink on me, Sal!”.  

3 



  Marton News 

Newsbites 

Marton’s Medieval 
Bridge 

One of the wonders of Marton 
is our medieval bridge. Many 

of us pass it most days in the 
car but few walk that way. At 
the last parish council meeting 
concerns were raised that it 
had become impassable at its 
far end with encroaching 
vegetation. 

It is now passable! Also the 
bridge itself has been cleared 
of accumulated dirt from the 
road. It had created a nice 
weed bed near the wood 
yard! Take a moment out from 
your isolation to take a look.  

See if you can find the peculiar 
colony of strange asparagus-

like fungi half way across! 
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Marton & Vital Workers 

Marton has been showing its appreciation for 
key workers and hope for the future with an 

array of 
posters, 
signs and 
rainbows. 
Here are 
just a few 
of those 
helping to 
raise 
spirits at 

a difficult time. Postman Doug said it 
brightened his day to see all the signs. It has 
also been 
heartening to 
see and hear 
the claps, 
cheers and 
pan-banging 
thanks for 
NHS staff and 
other key 
workers on the weekly Thursday 8.00pm 'clap 
for our carers' on doorsteps. Thank you 

Marton 
for being a 
place 
where 
praise and 
thanks are 
so visible. 



Marton News 

5 letter words—even if they 

weren't all! Joint winners 

were The Virtual Party and 

Pot Luck with The Covid 

Fighters 1 point behind! 

Lovely to see Karen and 

James joining those 2 winning 

teams and competing with 

each other from their home 

in Cornwall.  

So the plan is to continue this 

on Sunday nights and others 

can join in whenever they 

wish.  

Clare  

(email: clarecllghn@aol.com 

to join!) 
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Marton Virtual Quiz Night 

Marton's first virtual quiz night took place on 

12 April. Questions were sent out at 7.00pm 

and answers at 9.00pm and teams were 

trusted to be honest and mark their own and 

then submit marks. 

The idea behind this was that teams could be 

formed of friends or family and it would give a 

chance to get in touch by Zoom, Houseparty, 

WhatsApp, or whatever other means and have 

a chance to talk about something other than 

the current state of the world.  

About 100 people took part and the 20 teams 

ranged in size from 2 to 15. Everyone had a 

great evening and the feedback was that it was 

really good to connect with others and to focus 

on rounds 

such as 

mystery 

objects, 

Easter rabbit, 

anagrams and 

Newsbites 

See page 18 for 

all official 

government 

guidance if you 

suspect you 

have 

contracted 

Coronavirus 



  Marton News 

Marton Sun Revival 

There will be many Suns 

out in Marton! 

Whilst delivering flyers for the 

village hall, I saw one of the 

Marton Suns and it occurred 

to me it might be fun if people 

could make their own sun as 

something positive to do in 

lockdown. 

For those of you who don’t 

know, the original Marton 

Suns were made by a Marton 

potter called Barbara 

Newsome many years ago. 

They were made from 

concrete and moulded in 
6 

dustbin 

lids, a 

number of 

which are 

displayed 

outside 

people’s 

houses 

across Marton. 

Being a potter myself, I thought that people 

might want to try their hand at modelling a 

sun from clay, which I could then fire in my 

kiln. I hoped it might help to keep children 

and adults entertained! 

So an email went out asking if people were 
interested and after a very positive response 
there are now 30 suns being made. I have so 
far got about half back for firing and you can 
see from the pictures there are some inspired 
designs! Anyone who missed the original 
email and would like to give it a go, it’s not 
too late, just let me know on 07720883451. 

I set no charge for making a sun but 
participants were invited to make a 
contribution to Macmillan Cancer Support via 
a Justgiving page I set up. I would like to 
thank everyone for their incredible 
generosity, as at the time of writing we have 
raised £295 in donations so far! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
Martonsun 
Ian de Courcy 

https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/oefQpMayuNfmf0xRiIFEtA~~/AAME8QA~/RgRgcHpOP0TeaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vZnVuZHJhaXNpbmcvTWFydG9uc3VuP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1sY19mcnBfc2hhcmVfdHJhbnNhY3Rpb25fZnVuZHJhaXNlcl9wYWdlX2xhdW5jaGVkJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PTU3Y2FkZDI2LTQwZD
https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/oefQpMayuNfmf0xRiIFEtA~~/AAME8QA~/RgRgcHpOP0TeaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vZnVuZHJhaXNpbmcvTWFydG9uc3VuP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1sY19mcnBfc2hhcmVfdHJhbnNhY3Rpb25fZnVuZHJhaXNlcl9wYWdlX2xhdW5jaGVkJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PTU3Y2FkZDI2LTQwZD


The guidance the parish 
council has been given is that 
they must hold this meeting 
soon after public meeting are 
allowed again. 

It has been decided to request 
reports from all village 
organisations who would have 
produced reports for the May 
meeting anyway. These are 
printed on pages 10 to 25. 
Please contact the parish clerk 
if there are any issues you 
would like to raise from any of 
these reports (on 
clerk@martonvillage.com). 

The parish council has been 
advised that their meeting 
should still go ahead using 
online software. Residents can 
also join. Details will be 
communicated by email and 
on the noticeboards. 

As ever, there will be an 
opportunity to raise any 
issues at the start of the 
meeting. 

Any issues you would like 
raised beforehand can be 
emailed to the clerk (on 
clerk@martonvillage.com) 

Marton News 

Newsbites Marton Nature Web Quiz  

Next month Graham will be writing about 
Butterflies found in Marton. In the meantime 
a quiz on local birds and butterflies along 
with photographs 
of all nineteen 
butterfly species 
that you are likely 
to see in your 
gardens from now 
until the autumn 
has been put on 
the Marton 
website. This may be downloaded. 

l will be happy to produce hard copy but, 
owing to the high cost of printer ink, the 
charge will be £2.00 for an A4 laminated 
double sided colour sheet of photographs. 
Joan, Church Cottage, Church Street 

 jmsherrat@btinternet.com 01926 632837 
 

Marton Annual General Meeting of 
the Parish Council and the Annual 
Village Meeting 12 May 2020 

It will not surprise you that these village 
public meetings have been cancelled.  

The parish council is legally bound to hold an 
annual village meeting where all the village 
organisations have the opportunity to give a 
report on the activities of the previous year. 
It is also an opportunity for villagers to ask 
questions about those activities. 
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April Annual Reports: Summary of Village Activity 2019-2020 

Marton Parish Council 

By Faye Chambers (chair) 

Covid-19 situation 

The financial year 2019/2020 ended like no other for Marton (and globally) 

because of restrictions to limit the spread of the Covid-19 virus. 

I’d like to thank all residents for adhering so well to the government 

guidelines on social distancing and restricted travel. I’d also like to thank all 

the neighbours who have looked out for one another and the Marton 

Community Network of volunteers who have supported people self-isolating 

and co-ordinated trips for essentials to 

reduce contact and travel. Special praise 

also needs to go to the newsletter 

committee and email list coordinator for 

managing to maintain the communication 

that has become so vital for providing 

information through every door about 

village life and support available for those 

self-isolating. 

MPC Personnel 

The year also started like no other in MPC’s history, with an exceptionally 

difficult period as a newly appointed clerk was jailed for fraud (from a 

previous clerk position). No financial damage was done in Marton, as we 

followed best practice and protected ourselves well, and we were delighted 

to welcome Helen Keeves as the new clerk from July. 

New councillors also joined the team this year, as Mike Taylor and Sarah 

Crawford replaced councillors standing down before the May election 

(including Roy Hitchman who volunteered for an astonishing 32 years of 

service). They joined myself, Rob Lummis (vice chair) and David Fry. 
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Activity summary 

In summary in addition to regular village maintenance the team has overseen 

the following this year: 

 Secured £2,099.50 additional funds for village improvements from three 

grant schemes 

 Replaced four streetlights with upgrades to LEDs 

 Took over responsibility for the two village defibrillators 

 Considered five planning permission applications 

 Organised the replacement of trees lost to disease 

Finance 2019-20 

The MPC precept for 2019-20 was £10,000 

The MPC bank opening balance on 01.04.2019 was: £10,928.97 

The MPC bank closing balance on 31.03.2020 was: £7,355.62 

(NB Street Lamp No 5 Louisa Ward Close has been replaced but not yet 

invoiced £1,386.14) 

This year we migrated the bank account to online banking with Unity Trust 

Bank. 

Activity in fuller detail: 

Extra funds for village improvements 

In January, we secured £1050 WCC Councillors Fund for the Marton Growing 

Together Willow Project, 

which has started and will 

continue into 2020. 

In January the Village Hall 

Committee donated £199.50 

raised by residents for the 

defibrillators, to be used by 

the Parish Council for ongoing 

defibrillator running costs. 

In March, we successfully bid 
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for a WCC Flood Alleviation Grant of £850 towards emergency response 

equipment and storage we will invest in when possible in 2020. 

Four Streetlights Upgraded 

Marton has an inventory of 29 village streetlights and in 2019/2020 four 

concrete post lamps in Louisa Ward Close were replaced and upgraded to LEDs 

(lamp numbers 2,3,4 & 5). 

Marton Parish Council continues a programme of updated streetlights every 

year as budgets allow. Currently the village has 21 non-LED and 8 LED lamps. 

Defibrillator provision 

Marton Parish Council took over responsibility for the two village defibrillators 

located at Marton War Memorial Village Hall and on the Birdingbury Road 

entrance. These are checked monthly and are registered with The Circuit (the 

national ambulance service defibrillator network). 

Planning Permissions  

Marton Parish Council was asked to consider and comment on five requests 

for planning permission in the parish area 2019-20. 

Village Trees and Grass 

In January, Rugby Borough Council replaced trees which were lost to disease in 

The Orchard. They planted 2 x Prunus Sunset Boulevard and 2 x Sorbus 

Aucuparia Cardinal Royal. 

In March, Barrie Mitchell decided the time had come to cease his village grass 

cutting responsibilities and we’d like to thank him for having kept the village 

looking good for more than 10 years. 

 

Parish Church of St Esprit, Marton 

 Clergy: Revd Jane Everitt – Priest in Charge -  Revd Rob Rogers ex-officio  

 Churchwardens: Jenny Walsh and Janet Paget 

 Chair of St Esprit PCC: Joe Walsh 

Church Membership There are 17 members on the Church Electoral Roll of 

whom 4 are not resident in the parish. Bishop John has described us a “small 

church which punches above its weight!” 



Service Pattern 

Until the Covid-19 pandemic closed all churches in March 2020 we have been 

able to hold services every Sunday. During lockdown we are sharing virtual 

services on our Facebook page. 

On the evening of the first Sunday of the month St Esprit  hosts the Deanery 

Service “In the Spirit” which is led by the worship group / band “e:praise”. 

There is a different lay speaker every month and this lively, modern service 

attracts worshippers from across the deanery. 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the second and fourth Sundays of the month 

led by either Revd Jane or Revd Rob Rogers, who continues to lead services at 

St Esprit twice a month.    

All Age Family Worship, a more informal service, happens on the third Sunday 

of the month and takes the form of Café Church. 

Activities 

During the year we have hosted one very lovely wedding and held a moving 

memorial service for long-time village resident Sheila Needle.  Our much loved 

and longest serving PCC member, Karen Cresswell, relocated to Cornwall and 

we wish her and her family much happiness and success in their new venture.  

We are also grateful to James for auditing the church accounts for his last time. 

We completed the restoration of our historic zinc plaques which were blessed 
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by the Lord Bishop of Coventry, the Right Reverend Dr Christopher 

Cocksworth, at a very lively service in early December.    We also upgraded the 

lighting which considerably brightens the church interior. 

The Christmas season was enthusiastically celebrated including a very 

enjoyable Carol Service and Nativity Play with, for the first time, an adult 

Herod. 

We are very grateful for the community’s continued support of our fund-

raising events and also to all those who help in the churchyard. We brought 

back the Marton Art Festival in October, thank you Joan Sherratt and Bill 

Buckler.  We supported Messy Church events in the Deanery and had a stall at 

a very rainy Marton Sports Day. 

More recently, before lockdown, we held a successful Progressive Dinner in 

early March which raised funds to pay for the repairs needed due to the 

vandalism of two windows.  

Sadly, in recent weeks it has become necessary for Revd Jane to take sick leave 

and it is anticipated that she may be absent for some months. 

Finances 

The annual finances had a surplus of just under £3000, thanks largely to a 

grant from CEMEX against the costs of upgrading the lighting, the previous 

year we had a deficit of £8000 so the financial position is improved.  Thank you 

to all those making regular contributions. 

Marton Neighbourhood Watch 

By Miranda Aston 

Thank you everyone for being so vigilant and being such a well-connected and 

caring community! This is proving to be an interesting year to 

say the least. The Warwickshire Police website gives the 

Marton figures for April 2019 to Feb 2020 (latest available) 

as: 

 7 anti-social or domestic crimes 

 16 other crimes 

This makes Marton crime 4.4% of the 523 incidents recorded in the police 

Rugby Rural South area. In the same period the previous year there were 348 



crimes in the area, and 17 in Marton, giving a Marton total of 4.9%. 

Crime in Marton is still relatively low and tends to fall into the following 

categories: 

 targeted burglaries - where a property is entered, often to steal keys for the 
vehicle outside 

 burglary from outbuildings and garages 

 opportunist theft - usually from a vehicle being driven through the village 
looking for things left out or vehicles to quickly steal 

 domestic disturbances and anti-social behaviour 

 fraud and internet scams - often targeted at the elderly 

 speeding vehicles around and through the village 

The most effective means of reducing these crimes is for all to keep an eye out 

for ourselves and our neighbours. Secure your property - lights, CCTV and good 

lock - mark your property, and most importantly sign up to be included on our 

wonderful Marton email group - just sent a request to 

admin@martonvillage.com. 

I use the email group to send out relevant reports 

and advice from the police and it is also used to 

share any suspicious activity - it is quick and 

invaluable. Please join if you are not already in the 

group, it is also a wonderful way to keep connected 

to your friends and neighbours in these strange 

times of lockdown and social distancing. 

On a personal note, this year I attended the 

Warwickshire Police Citizens Academy Course, and 

learnt about the support and service that our police 

provide - receiving my graduation Certificate in 

December from Martin Jelley (Chief Constable of Warwickshire Police). Lastly, 

on a funny note, I nearly ended up investigating myself  as one chilly morning I 

went out with our dog to advise one villager on where to put in security 

measures after looking for possible ways a burglar could break in. I got home to 

find a report of two individuals with a dog acting suspiciously - it was us!!!! 

13 
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Marton War Memorial Hall 

By Rob Lummis (chair) 

The Village Hall has had a busy twelve months, which sadly came to a stop in 

March for the current lockdown. Our year got off to a terrific start with an 

evening of “Disco through the Decades” – a packed Hall with villagers keen to 

strut their stuff, many dressed in appropriate attire. 

April also saw another successful Beer Festival organised by Ian de Courcy and 

Colin Tinker, with sponsors generously providing an excellent selection of real 

ale and cider and Committee Members preparing delicious gourmet burgers. 

In May we ran the Live and Local event Sing Happy, by Kate Dimbleby and July 

saw one of the highlights of the year, a Crab Shack evening. Guests could try 

their hands at dressing their own freshly cooked crabs, following a bowl of 

mussels, and even left with the ingredients and recipe to make their own Crab 

Bisque at home. 

Marton Night Out was a success 

once again with villagers proving 

what talent we have in Marton. 

Hopefully residents are using the 

current time at home to hone 

their performances; including the 

Phantom Piper who can possibly 

be persuaded to make an 

appearance on stage this year? 

The Christmas Party, organised 

for the last time by Faye 

Chambers and Helen Hemmings, was a very popular event with a Hall full of 

youngsters and the welcome addition of a bar for thirsty parents! 

The Village Hall Quiz was a brilliant evening and it was great to see a number 

of Marton’s newer residents competing with the usual suspects. Whilst we 

look forward to January 2021’s Quiz, Clare Callaghan has to be congratulated 

for masterminding a Sunday evening “virtual quiz” through lockdown to 

maintain a real sense of togetherness for residents and their friends. 



The year’s regular Hall events also 

included screening major sporting 

events (sadly we yet again watched 

England miss out in the Rugby World 

Cup); Marton Cinema (which 

benefitted from a swap from Sunday to 

Friday evenings and screenings through 

the summer); Open Bar evenings (for 

villagers to unwind with friends and 

family with a drink and pizza or pie). 

Whilst we continue to enjoy a number of regular events we are always on the 

lookout for something new and during the year we were entertained by a 

group of stand-up comedians who donate their proceeds to local charities. We 

welcome suggestions from Martonians on future events. 

The Hall was also used by regular hirers: Brownies, Parish Council and The 

Marton History Group. There have also been classes in keep fit, T’ai Chi, flower 

arranging, dancing and, more recently, Pilates. It has been particularly pleasing 

that the team led by Mary Harrison still provides the Retirees’ Teas on a 

monthly basis. 

The Hall continues to support other Village organisations such as the MPFA. A 

bar was provided at Sports Day and plans were in place to support an MPFA 

Race Night, now sadly cancelled. We also, once again supported the church by 

using the Hall for coffee and after dinner drinks at the Progressive Dinner. 

As far as the Committee is concerned, I am sorry to say James Cresswell has 

formally stood down after many years as Treasurer; I’m very pleased that Andy 

Bolam has agreed to pick up the reins. Alex Leake has also left the Committee 

although we hope to see him “pulling the curtains” at Marton Night Out. Thank 

you James and Alex. Fortunately, two new members - Bernie Bayliss and Maya 

van der Galiën – have joined us this year. 

We continue to do as much work in terms of maintenance activity as we can 

ourselves, investing in experts where necessary. This year we have installed a 

brand new, up to date fire alarm system which we all agreed was a big step 

forward in terms of Hall facilities. 
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I would like to thank everyone on the committee, and their partners and 

families; running activities at the Hall does take up time and requires a lot of 

hard work. Thanks too to all those in the village who have supported the 

events, it really does make it worthwhile. Let’s hope we are back up and 

running as soon as possible and definitely for the Produce Show in September 

and Marton Night Out in November. 

Marton Village Cricket Club 

By Alan Naylor (Vice Chairman and Grounds) 

“MVCC Marton Village Cricket Club - The 

place to play and players to play"  

2019 Season results summary: 26 Fixtures, 4 

lost to weather so 22 matches were played of 

which 1 was drawn, 13 matches were lost and 

8 were won 

The club has 30 players of which most (21) 

are members and 9 are non-members who 

can be drawn upon when we are short. This is probably the best position we 

have been in for a number of years. 

The Club’s financial status continues to meet the committee’s aim to have 

sufficient funds at the end of the season to meet the next season’s costs. 

The 2019 End of Season Awards Ceremony and AGM held this time at the 

Green Man at Dunchurch was well attended and heralded in a new committee 

for 2019 led again, for the third year, by Kyrone Dodd as Chairman. Other 

committee members are: 

Vice Chairman and Grounds - Alan Naylor , Treasurer - Dan Liddle, Secretary - 

Neil Lawson, Captain and Fixtures Secretary - Loz Truslove, Webmaster - Sean 

Povey, Social Secretary - Gareth Evans, Committee member - Jay Singh 

Trophies/Awards were presented to: 

Batsman of the Season - Jay Singh 

Bowler of the Season -  Dan Liddle 

All rounder of the Season - Kyrone Dodd 



To add a little “Levity” to the proceedings two additional awards were 

presented: 

The Steve Riley “Pie Chucker” award - Matt Hipkiss (basically bowling a rubbish 

ball which resulted in a wicket and never should have) 

The Gareth Evans “You should be ashamed of yourself” award - Loz Truslove 

(apparently, Gareth shouted this to the opposition batsmen when Loz bowled a 

“dolly” which the batsman missed and was bowled out) 

Team spirit is excellent. We received five new members last season and many 

members gave their time to assist Alan with grounds preparation, grass cutting, 

pitch rolling, maintenance and the autumn cricket square repairs. 

The club is grateful for the support of Topgrass and Mainline Timber without 

whom we would no doubt struggle. The Club is also grateful for the support we 

receive from the village, Marton Playing Fields Association & Marton Parish 

Council (in particular for the management of the sports field mowing) and from 

other village organisations. 

The club has a full list of home and away fixtures for 2020 but sadly these 

cannot be played at present due to the lockdown.  

In the meantime, the field is being maintained and the Cricket Square continues 

to be regularly mown so when we have a change in status, we can roll and 

prepare the square and wickets for playing games! 

Visitors/supporters are always made very welcome so if we do start playing 

again and you are around, please do come and watch some of the home 

games! 

Finally, if anyone wishes to join the club as a player or in any other capacity, 

please contact me or our Chairman Kyrone Dodd. 

Marton Walkers 

By Mike Johnson 

We have had an enjoyable walking year - up until lockdown after February 2020 

- and have had some new members join during the last twelve months. 

Walks commenced from the following places - Claverdon, Bascote, Ligthhorne, 

Meer End, Bubbenhall, Radford Semele, Eathorpe and Harbury. The Boxing Day 
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walk, as usual, was well 

attended and The Plough had 

re-opened for a stop on the 

return journey. 

We held our AGM and Late 

Christmas Lunch in mid-January 

when dates and leaders for 

future walks were proposed 

and agreed. Twenty members 

were present. 

Following the Coronavirus 

outbreak and Government lockdown we did not walk in March. We have now 

formed a Marton Walkers WhatsApp group with approximately 20 members 

and did our first virtual walk on Sunday 29 March. 

This was very successful, and our second virtual walk will take place on Sunday 

26 April. It may be some time before we resume actual walks visiting pubs. 

Marton Walkers arrange monthly walks, usually on the last Sunday of the 

month. Walks last approximately 2 hours over 5ish miles, starting at 10.00 AM, 

from a local pub, where a drink/meal is optional. 

For further information please contact Mike Johnson at Amice, High Street, 

Marton. Telephone: 01926 632960 / Mobile 07753 968570, email: 

mikeofmarton@hotmail.com 

Marton Brownies 

By Elizabeth Murray (Brown Owl) 

We currently have 13 Brownies attending 

regularly. 

We have had our usual varied activities in the 

last year. A sleepover in November at 

Broadwell Victory Hall when we had a 

countryside walk, spaghetti bolognese cooked 

by the Brownies and we made loads of Pom poms. 



For Remembrance Day we made a poppy wreath for the noticeboard. 

We have been working on our Science investigator badge through the Spring 

with experiments with acids and alkalis and fingerprinting. On one of our final 

meetings before lockdown we made pancakes. 

The Brownies are working on some badges at home and we will have a lot of 

badges to give out when we can hold meetings again. 

At the annual Rugby Division Carol Service I was presented with my 20 year 

badge. It is hard to believe I have been helping at Brownies for that long. I still 

enjoy Brownies but obviously can't go on forever. It would be good to have 

another leader to help with a view to taking over in a few years’ time. If anyone 

would like to chat to me about that then please call 01926 815466. 

Marton Newsletter 

By David Fry 

Ten years ago, in February 2010, the Marton Newsletter was born in its new 

format. Comments, at the time in a village questionnaire had reinforced the 

appreciation of the previous church-based 

Newsletter, produced on A4 Xeroxed sheets. By 

introducing advertising and using contacts to keep 

printing costs low it has been possible to develop a 

more rounded and hopefully, more attractive 

community magazine. It has been an important 

principle that it should remain free and be delivered 

to every home as a means of supporting community 

cohesion through promoting activities and spreading 

news. 

In the meantime, the village website and the village 

email group have grown to supplement the role of the Newsletter. Once it was 

taken as given that, in time, electronic communication would take over from 

paper and the Newsletter would go online. This is an issue that will need to be 

addressed as printing costs become dearer and whether the ethics of using so 

much paper outweigh the community benefits and convenience of having a 

hard copy. However, more recently, those involved in producing the Newsletter 
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have begun to feel that there is still a strong case for a hard copy despite the 

greater use of digital media and we welcome villagers’ views on the matter. 

Many thanks, as ever, go to the regular and irregular contributors that ease 

the editing of the Newsletter. Also, to the distributors who go out each month 

in all weathers to deliver your copy. And finally, thanks to all the advertisers 

whose payments help to make the Newsletter viable. 

Marton Local History Group 

By David Fry 

Along with other village activities the Local History Group has had its activities 

curtailed half way through its programme. This has meant missing out on our 

AGM and a presentation on the history of The Elms as well as two outings to 

Birdingbury Church and Brinklow. There will be a chance to re-schedule those 

events in the new season – whenever that occurs! 

Meanwhile, we did manage to have a few really unusual meetings before 

lockdown. In October we started our winter season with a talk from Pieta 

Greaves, who had been working through the summer on restoring the zinc 

panels in Marton Church. Pieta explained her work and put the panels into 

context. It has been interesting to see her 

crop up in a number of publications since 

with her involvement in high profile 

restorations -quite a star. This was followed 

by a more general talk about Eighteenth 

Century Highwaymen (a recommendation 

from last year’s AGM). In January, we were 

treated to some genuine 100% new 

research on Marton, this time on the Civil War. Villager Judy Frodsham shared 

the results of a project she was part of that examined the original survey of 

compensation owed to Warwickshire villagers for damage and other expenses 

incurred during the conflict. What proved to be the final meeting of the year 

was a very special local history presentation through poetry and song. 

Princethorpe resident Michael Luntly’s group focussed on nineteenth century 

Warwickshire agricultural labourers who had emigrated to the New World.  



The current committee will stand for another year (by default with no AGM) 

but we are always looking for new committee members as well as welcoming 

anyone who would like to sample group meetings. Especially welcome is 

anyone who has already done, or is interested in doing, some local history 

research. Contact email:df@davidfry.net or telephone: 01926 632936. 

Marton Museum 

By David Fry 

Last year volunteers continued their substantial steps forward taken in the last 

few seasons in making the museum a better place to visit. There were 

improvements to the displays, to the general presentation of the museum and 

to the information conveyed. This summer’s opening was already planned to be 

better still and, although some plans are on hold, with safe social distancing 

some can still go ahead whilst the museum is closed. 

Maintenance to the building is almost complete, with the guttering on the 

north side due to be replaced and a mysterious leak on the same side to be 

repaired. A prolonger search by our friendly roofer Nathan did not resolve its 

source, though buckets set out to catch the water had to be regularly emptied 

this wet winter. More floor paint has been applied, defining the pathways, 

enabling better cleaning and more professional presentation. A major revision 

to the west end of the museum has now had to be put on hold. The intention is 

to take out the Leamington Hastings Church clock, currently blocking the exit, 

reorganising the dairy section and using the area of wall revealed to better 

display our valuable collection of Faye’s ‘A Child For Sacrifice’ photographs.  
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The museum has continued to develop its profile to attract a regular flow of 

visitors. Until lockdown we were maintaining a programme of external talks to 

groups, which helped take our message to all parts of the county, as well as 

generating valuable income and bookings for group visits. 

Loans to various organisations also continued to help publicise our presence, 

notably to Rugby, Daventry and Southam Museums as well as local schools. As 

we become better known we are getting more offers of donations, sadly 

because of our space we only tend to accept smaller items that fit with items 

we already have, but from a different time period. This does not apply to 

Marton heritage items! Exceptionally we accepted a small plough in good 

condition from a lady near Warwick Castle who had used it as a garden 

ornament. We hope to mount it on the north side of the building as part of our 

plans to give the public side a more distinctive ‘museum’ appearance. 

The museum was again open over the summer months up to Heritage Open 

Days in mid-September 2019. The Heritage Weekend was blessed by good 

weather and our variety of stalls and demonstrations (not to mention the 

excellent Pavilion Café) hosted a large number of appreciative visitors. We had 

a few village vintage vehicles on show including couple of venerable tractors. 

We have great plans for this September’s Heritage Weekend, all co-ordinated 

by a busy Biddy Allen, based on Marton’s Nature, but we are waiting to see 

when public events will start again. 

The museum has continued to generate enough income to cover its costs in 

2019, thanks to the generosity of its volunteers. We are always on the look-out 

for any villagers who could offer one or two Sunday afternoon sessions to the 

museum’ summer rota to spread the load! 

 

Marton Playing Fields Association 

By Dinyar Baria 

Financial Summary. 

Current Accounts as at 24/03/2019 - £3,433.96 

Current Accounts as of 24/02/2020- £1,643.03 



Savings Accounts as at 06/03/2019 - £2,379.38 

Savings Accounts as at 06/03/2020 = £2,384.52 

Accounts are still in a very healthy state. 

 We also were successful in winning a £1,000 grant from the National Lottery 

(Conditions on its use apply - not included in numbers above). 

 During the year we carried out essential repairs to the veranda canopy, 

electrics and windows.    

 We also held a very enjoyable sports and fun day with a collection of over 

20 vintage and classic vehicles.  

 We have also planted a living willow dome which will hopefully provide 

many years of enjoyment for young and old. 

 Helen Preston left the MPFA committee this year.  We would like to formally 

acknowledge and thank Helen for all her help and commitment – especially 

in organising Sports Days. 

 We would also like to thank Barrie Mitchell who decided to step down from 

mowing the field and playground after many successful years.   

 Unfortunately due to Government advice on restricting the spread of 

Coronavirus, the Pavilion and playground will remain closed for the time 

being.   The AGM and meetings have also been postponed.  We will make a 

decision about Sports Day 2020 later in the year.   
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  Marton Groups 

Marton Walkers 

Hello All Villagers, 
Walkers and Friends 

Due to the coronavirus 

lockdown the Marton walks 

scheduled for 29 March and 

26 April were unable to go 

ahead.  But... to ensure that 

the walkers stayed in touch 

with each other and were able 

to enjoy some enjoyable 

banter, Mike Johnson 

organised two virtual walks. 

Starting at the usual 10.00am 

on each Sunday, the walks 

were conducted via a 

WhatsApp group containing 

over 20 members and one 

dog.  Mike led the “walks” by 

posting photographs taken 

along the route and describing 

landmarks whilst group 

members contributed a 

stream of comments and 

repartee for the two hours.   

The virtual walk on 29 March 

started from the Black Horse 

in Marton and went through 
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the field behind 

the church, up 

Church Street 

and through to 

Eathorpe.  Once 

in the village 

the walk did a 

circle through 

the fields 

before 

returning to 

Marton.  The 

virtual walk on 26 April started from the Malt 

Shovel in Bubbenhall.  The walk started by 

crossing the sand and gravel pits before 

circling the beautiful bluebell woods and 

returning to the village via the country park. 

Depending on the news on meeting 

restrictions in May, a social distancing walk 

might be able to take place next month.  

Watch this space! 

Email: mikeofmarton@hotmail.com  or ring 
07753 968570 with your Mobile No to join. 

 

Marton Nature by Jane: Spring 
With many of us having some spare time on 

our hands at the moment DIY projects have 

become more popular.  How about building a 

nest box for some of your garden visitors?   



Marton Groups 

Ann’s Marton 

Archives 

   (Marton life from the past as 

uncovered by Ann Gregory)  

COVENTRY EVENING 
TELEGRAPH 

25 November 1955 

MOBILE SHOPS 

Large selection of late model 
Bedford and Leyland petrol 
and diesel lightweight buses, 
suitable for, and easily 
convertible into travelling 
shops.    

Complete and good runners. 
£100 to 150.  

- Phone MARTON 357. 

 

THE FIELD - 17 April 1858 

WORK WANTED 

A situation as under keeper 
by a single man 23 years of 
age  5' 10" high .  Good 
trapper of vermin and 
understands the 
management of dogs.   

Ref given by previous 
employer.  Address H.S. Post 
Office Marton. 
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Soft woods are a good choice for a box, as hard 

woods tend to warp in the wet weather.  But 

different birds will be attracted to different 

types of openings in a box.  Small birds such as 

Blue Tits and House Sparrows will prefer a 

round hole opening whilst Robins favour an 

open fronted box.  If you want to attract larger 

birds such as Starlings and Jackdaws you will 

obviously need to build a bigger box.  Hinging 

the roof of the box will allow easy cleaning of 

the nesting material at the end of the season.  

Once your box is built it should be sited about 

3 metres from the ground, sheltered from the 

weather and out of reach of any cats.   It is also 

a good idea to site the box away from any bird 

feeders.  The British Trust for Ornithology 

website has lots of useful advice for building 

your box and encouraging a family of feathered 

friends to take up residence. 

Nature/Local History 



  Marton Church 

Vicar’s Letter 

Let’s be that kind of 
friend or neighbour 

Strong, ongoing relationships 
positively influence our 
physical, mental, and 
emotional health. A 2009 
New York Times article 
attested to the importance 
of friendship, citing a study 
done at the University of 
Virginia. Thirty-four students 
were taken to the bottom of 
a steep hill and given a 
heavy backpack to wear. 
They were then asked to 
estimate the steepness of 
the hill. Some of the 
students were allowed to 
have friends standing next to 
them, while others stood 

26 

alone. Those individuals with friends by 
their side gave lower estimates of the hill’s 
steepness. The hill seemed much steeper 
to those who faced it alone (Tara Parker-
Pope, “What Are Friends For? A Longer 
Life,” New York Times, April 20, 2009). 

Jesus and Mary Magdalene were friends. 
She was part of Jesus’ inner circle, often 
mentioned along with the twelve disciples. 
While we don’t know much about her 
backstory, we do know that she had been 
demon-possessed and that Jesus had set 
her free. While others may have received 
their healing and moved on, Mary lingered. 
She chose to stay close and became a 
constant presence in Christ’s life.  

While others were afraid to be associated 
with Jesus, Mary was there as He made His 
way through the towns, teaching and 
healing (Luke 8:1–2). When others 
betrayed Him and turned away, Mary stood 
by the cross as Jesus suffered (Matthew 
27:56). Others returned to their homes 
after Jesus’ death, but Mary was an 
eyewitness to Jesus’ burial (Mark 15:47). 
And when His body was gone, she begged 
the man she thought to be the gardener to 
tell her where Jesus’ body had been taken. 
Why? Because she was willing to go and 
get it back (John 20:15) and, because of her 
absolute devotion to Christ, she was in a 
position to be the first to see Him risen 
from the grave (Mark 16:9)!  
Marton is a special place where we do 



Marton Church 

News know our neighbours as friends. At this 
time of continuing lockdown and isolation 
or challenging and scary work 
environments, let’s be that kind of friend 
or neighbour. We can be the ones who 
stay when others walk away, we can serve 
in times of need, give a cheery word when 
things look bleak and probably most 
importantly listen in times of distress. We 
can be present in the midst of people’s joy 
and pain and make that special and timely 
difference.  

Keep safe and stay strong. May God bless 
you.  

Church Information  

CHURCH SERVICES  

There will be no services in the church (Public 
Acts of Worship) until further notice as we 
comply with Government and Diocesan 
directions and the church will be closed. 
However, the church is not the building but a 

community 
of people 
united in 
faith and 
prayer, 
sharing the 
love of God 
in the way 
we live our 
lives 

individually and as a community. The bible 
reminds us that where two or three are 

gathered there Jesus will be 
also (and that can be gathered 
over the phone), therefore we 
will still be church but in 
different ways: 

 A.    You can access services 
or reflections every day from 
the Church of England and 
Coventry Diocese. Phone 
access to the Diocesan Sunday 
service is 02476939700 and 
the Church of England Daily 
Hope line is freephone 
08008048044. Why not join 
via Facebook (links are on our 
page) or follow https://
www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-
daily-prayer/todays-prayer . 

B.     On each Sunday we 
upload a recorded service on 
the church Facebook page and 
send the talk and prayers via 
the church email group. Why 
not join us online at 
www.facebook.com/
StEspritMarton/ , where the 
deanery events including In 
The Spirit are also available. 

 C.    Leave Jenny or Janet 
requests for prayer or pastoral 
support either via phone, a 
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note, Facebook, or email 
(details below).  

D.     Phone each other, make 
yourself a cup of tea and have 
a chat about the weather and 
your families and stay in 
contact with each other. 

E.    The churchwardens are 
the emergency contacts in 
times of need. 

Don’t forget if you have any 
pastoral needs, prayer 
requests or safeguarding 
concerns, contact Jenny Walsh 
01926632547, 
jenny.cooperwalsh@btinterne
t.com or Janet Paget 
01926632509 
mrsjanetpaget@btinternet.co
m.  

Baptisms can be arranged if 
urgent, funerals can be 
arranged but they will be held 
at the graveside and the 
numbers of mourners will be 
restricted. Please contact the 
churchwardens, Jenny and 
Janet, for further advice and 
support. 
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FAMILY RESOURCES 

We load family activities weekly at 
www.facebook.com/StEspritMarton/.  Some 
of the activities are for children to do 
individually, some to do as a family – we 
hope you enjoy them, please post any 
pictures of your outputs. 

FOODBANK DONATIONS 

Please continue to donate to the Foodbank, 
a collection box will be left in the drive of 
The Cottage, North Street (home of the 
Walsh family) and will be taken to the 
Southam Foodbank regularly. We will email 
the village a couple of days before we take a 
delivery in case you need donations 
collecting from your home. Southam’s Food 
Bank is held at the Graham Adams Centre in 
St James Road and is open on Mondays 
between 11.00 and 12.00. 

FOODBANK THANKYOU 

This last week we delivered a car full of food 
donations from Marton and Tesco. The 
volunteers were amazed at your generosity. 

mailto:jenny.cooperwalsh@btinternet.com
mailto:jenny.cooperwalsh@btinternet.com
mailto:mrsjanetpaget@btinternet.com
mailto:mrsjanetpaget@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/StEspritMarton/


In addition, over £500 has been donated to 
the Foodbank. It has been agreed with the 
Co-op that they will donate a further 10% 
on top towards food vouchers. When the 
Foodbank leader was contacted, she had 
just committed her last £20 of vouchers to a 
new family in need, your donations were 
therefore hugely appreciated and just in 
time to help other families and individuals. 
Thank you. 

CRISP PACKETS 

All the local Guide Dog Centres are now 
closed to all volunteers as well as the public, 
so Janet is unable to deliver them for the 
foreseeable future. We suggest that you 
keep them to recycle when restrictions are 
lifted.  Thank you for your understanding. 
THANKYOUS (see photos) 

Thank you to Megan Oliver for the beautiful 
cross at 
Easter and 
to Sarah 
Sellars for 
the amazing 
banner to 
thank 
keyworkers, 
if we have 
missed any 
please do 
add them.  
Revd Jane 

also wants to thank all at St 
Esprit for her flowers, she felt 
very blessed, supported and 
loved at this difficult time for 
her and her family. 

Marton Church 

News 
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  Marton Adverts 

 

 

Village News 
Local Business based in 

Marton 

We provide an EARLY and RELIABLE 
Newspaper and Magazine delivery service 
For more details please contact Zena Richards on 

01926 633138 or 07788991933 
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Do You Run a Local 

Business? 

Advertise here and support your 

Village Newsletter  

Display rates from £2.50 - £10 

Contact: 

newsletter@martonvillage.com 
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Marton Adverts 

(Cover pictures courtesy of  Faye & David) 



 Marton Contacts

Outside the village 

 

 

Emergency Contacts 

    Gas:       0800 111 999  

    Water:      0800 7834444 

    Electricity:     0800 0568090 

    Floodline:      0845 988 1188  

    NHS Direct:     111  
 

Rugby Borough Council       01788 533533   

           www.rugby.gov.uk 

Warwickshire County Council      01926 410410   
           www.warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Councillors 
 

Borough Councillor   Emma Crane      07956895529   
   

County Councillor    Howard Roberts    01788 519603 

           cllrroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk   

Member of Parliament 

Jeremy Wright (Conservative)      01926 853650   
           jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk   

 

Warwickshire Police 

Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team 

 

To contact the team directly (not for reporting a crime) 01788 853851   

To report a crime or any suspicious incident   101 

In an emergency        999 

Email: rrs.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

Twitter: @RugbyCops 
     

Rugby Police Station, Newbold Road, Rugby,  

Warwickshire, CV21 2DH 

http://www.rugby.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/



