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Joan at 90 November  2011 

Marton Walkers October 2010 

Winners BT Village Competition March 2011 

Best Warwickshire Village  October  2010 

Marton Website  July 2010 

10th Anniversary Edition 



Mums Aloud MNO December  2011 

MCC Ashes Winners September 2012 

Marton Rural Traditions Festival October  2014 



Marton Cider Fest Winners February 2013 

Marton Art Festival Winner October 2013 

The 1st Retirees Tea  June 2014 

Marton Murder Mystery June 2013 

The New ‘ Children’s’ Playground July 2014 



Progressive Dinner April 2011 

Cricket Club November  2011 

Jazz on the Field September 2010 

1st Marton Mile April 2
010 

Best Warwickshire Village Sculpture January 2011 

Marton Olympics September 2012 



   Marton Diary 

          Diary Dates 

Marton Village Hall 

Every Tuesday  

T’ai Chi        10.30 - 11.30 

Brownies        18.15 - 19.15 

 

Every Wednesday  

Pilates        9.30 - 10.30 

 

 

Every Thursday  

Target Fitness    19.00 - 20.00 

 

 

 

NB Please note the deadline 
for the March Newsletter 
will be Sunday 23 February 
2020 (March printing will be 

delayed by half term).   
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February 

  2       Church: ‘In the Spirit’              18.00 

  8       Chinese New Year        17.00 

  9       Church: Holy Communion          10.30 

13     Retirees’ Lunch          14.00       

16       Church: Family Café        10.30  

17       Birds of Marton                      19.30 

21     Mobile Library              11.00    

21       Marton Cinema         20.00 

23       Church: Holy Communion       10.30 

23       Marton Walkers                11.00  

24  Marton Local History Group       19.30  

27       Church: Coffee Morning             10.30   

March 

  1       Church: ’In the Spirit’           18.00 

  7       Progressive Dinner                19.30    

  8       Church: Holy Communion       10.30 

12    Retirees’ Tea          14.00       

13    Mobile Library              11.00         

15       Church: Family Café        10.30  

14    Marton Parish Council       19.30  

22       Church: Family Service          10.30 

26       Church: Coffee Morning             10.30  

29    Church: Joint Service at  

     Holy Trinity                   9.30       

29    Marton Walkers                10.00 

30    Marton Local History Group       19.30  

31 Mobile Library              11.00          

 

Normal layout with 

lists of contacts 

will return next 

month 



  Marton News 

Newsbites 

The Marton Puddle 

For a number of months now 

any heavy rain results in 

ponding on the main road just 

south of North Street. Most is 

the result of run-off from the 

surrounding fields, together 

with a blocked drain. Although 

the parish council has pursued 

the matter since before 

Christmas it is only now that 

the problem has been 

acknowledged by WCC 

Highways. They have passed 

the matter on to their 

contractors to clear the drains. 

They have also been made 

aware of other blocked drains 

on the A423, partly the result 

of the accumulated debris 

from the November flooding. 
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Our Tenth Anniversary 

There has been a Marton Newsletter for 
many more years than the last ten but it was 
in February 2010 that it took on its A5 booklet 

form.  At the same time the Parochial Church 
Council gave up responsibility for its 
production. The Newsletter name was kept to 
respect previous A4 Gestetner style news 
sheets. The front and back cover of the first 
edition is shown above. 

The Newsletter has grown over the last 
decade and is now twice as big as the first 
one. Despite the price of 40p on the cover 
there has never been any charge to villagers 
and every household receives a free monthly 
copy. For this we have to give thanks to the 
advertisers, mainly from the village, who have 
helped to cover costs. Some are still with us 
such as Top Grass, Broad Lane Leisure and 
Steve Edwards, though many others are just 
memories such as Wild Bill’s Line Dancing! As 
printing costs have increased the parish 
council has stepped in to offer additional 
support. 



A Permanent  

Christmas Tree? 

When the Christmas Tree lights 
in the Orchard 
were switched 
on this year it 
was suggested 
that a 
permanent 
Christmas 
Tree might be 
a good idea. It 
would save 

cutting down a tree each year 
and simplify the decoration. 

The parish council took the 
idea to Rugby Borough Council 
which are responsible for the 
land. Unfortunately the tree 
officer did not feel the site was 
suitable because it is too 
confined, the tree would grow 
too big and interfere with 
telephone lines. 

On a positive note, he did 
confirm that four new trees 
would be planted in the 
Orchard to replace the ones 
that had died and have been 
removed. 

  Marton News 

Newsbites That first edition’s top news story was 
pollution in the River Leam which had killed 
all the fish life. What we didn’t know at the 
time was the cause, which turned out to be 
farm waste south of Southam. Fortunately 
Seven Trent were to later restock the river. 
Thanks were noted to the Robsons for 
letting the village children go sledging on 
their hill (Was it only ten years ago that it 
used to snow?). 

Most of the features on village activities are 
still being contributed by the same people. 
The village hall was offering Tutored Wine 
Tasting(!) and planning ‘Jazz in the Field’ for 
the summer. Marton Walkers reported on 
its trip across the fields of Bourton to 
Thurleston and Marton Nature reported on 
buzzards in Marton. Heritage matters were 
covered by the activities of the Marton 
Museum Group who had just officially taken 
over the Museum Trust from the Tims family 
and the Marton Local History Group who 
had a talk on Roman Marton from Richard 
Moulton. 

The next ten years will rely on the continued 
support of the volunteers who write, edit 
and deliver the Newsletter, for which we are 
grateful. We feel it is an important part of 
the glue that binds our community, despite 
the rise of new media, and aim to keep 
producing a hard copy for as long as 
possible.  

Any thoughts on future improvements are 
always appreciated.  
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  Marton News 

Newsbites 

Orchard Signs 

There are a couple of Rugby 
Borough Council signs on the 

grass in the Orchard that have 
got rather damaged and 
unsightly over the years. The 
parish council enquired into 
their replacement by RBC only 
to be told that they do not use 
them any more across any of 
their sites. 

It seems they are now 
practically as well as legally 
unenforceable. 

The parish council will remove 
them at some point soon 
which, as well as getting rid of 
an eyesore, will make one less 

obstacle for the mower. 
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Epic Party for Christmas 

Energised entertainer Epic Em provided 

another memorable party for Marton’s 

children in December. New games, 

impressive limbo skills and a challenging half-

time music quiz for parents, ensured the 

party was great fun from start to finish. 

Bubble and snow machines, as well as a 

bumper stash of prizes, intensified the 

dancefloor excitement, while the addition of 

a licensed bar kept parents in the Christmas 

mood. 

This was the seventh and final party to be 

organised by Faye and Helen. They have now 

handed the party baton onto Sam and Dean, 

so the event can return for many more years 

of fun and mayhem thanks to continuing 

support from the village hall. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marton Mobile 
Police Station 

Church Street  

13.00-13.45 
Wednesday 
 26 February 

The Rugby Rural South 
Safer Neighbourhood 

Team, represented by PCSO 
David Banks (health 
permitting), will be 

dropping into Marton for a 
short stay.  

 

 

 

 

 
If you have any issues or 

concerns or if you just want 
to meet the local team, 

please pop down and see 
one of your local officers or 
just come and have a chat. 

PCSO Pete Banks 

  Marton News 

Newsbites Coffee Morning Report 

 A quick update regarding the fundraising 
coffee morning which was held on Saturday 
5 October 2019 in the village hall. 

We were raising money for Cancer 
Research UK and at time of our last update 
the total was £600. However the money 
continued to flood in and with additional 
donations and the amazing sale of 
homemade jams and chutneys by Val the 
final total donated to Cancer Research UK 
was £1040 which was an absolutly amazing 
effort. 

So many people have all been affected by 
cancer, whether through family, friends, 
neighbours, colleagues or even personally. 
Thank you again for all your support, we 
could not do this without your help, and we 
hope for your continued support in future 
events. 

Thanks again, 

Mary & Helen 

Marton Newsletter Christmas Greetings 

 A quick thank you for all the generous 
contributions that added up to £93. It will 
help to take the pressure off our print costs. 
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  Marton Parish 

Council 

DRAFT Minutes of Marton 
Parish Council Meeting 

held on Tuesday 14 January 
2020, 19.30pm, Marton 

War Memorial Hall 

ATTENDANCE 

Cllr Faye Chambers (Chair), Helen 
Keeves – Marton Parish Clerk & 
Responsible Finance Officer, Cllr 
David Fry, Cllr Rob Lummis, Cllr 
Sarah Crawford, Cllr Mike Taylor, 1 
x member of the public 

APOLOGIES 

Cllr Emma Crane (Rugby Borough 
Council – Leam Valley Ward) 

Cllr Howard Roberts (Warwickshire 
County Council) 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

None . 

POLICE ISSUES 

1 Crime report – No crime 
reported in November, car stolen 
from Church Lodge in December. 

2 PCSO Banks’ next drop-in session 
will be Monday 27 January 17:00-
17:45 and Friday 26 February 
13:00-13:45 in Church Street.  

3 Motorbike activity on the 
disused railway track has been 
quiet. Cllr Taylor continues to 
monitor and report activity. 
ACTION Cllr Taylor to monitor. 
4 Any other police issues – none.
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 COUNTY AND BOROUGH UPDATE 

1 Footpath funding – Cllr Chambers reported that 
Marton remains on the council list for footpath 
funding but is a low priority. Remove from Agenda. 

PLANNING MATTERS 

1 R19/1467 Rear & 2 storey side extension, 10 
Oxford Road – No Objections. 

2 R19/0793 5 New Dwellings Elms Farm, Oxford 
Road – Application withdrawn. 

VILLAGE ISSUES 

1 Marton Emergency/Flood Plan – Cllr Fry 

Flood alerts and local knowledge is working well and 
great local support from volunteers helping with 
road closures. 

Cllr Fry has been analysing historic and local data to 
interpret flood risk. Sandbags and sand are available 
please ask the Parish Council. If homeowners at risk 
need help then please ask.  

The use of signage during a flood was questioned 
again and fed back to Cllr Howard Roberts that the 
signage provided does not look official. 

1.1 Community Shed 

Waiting for the spring on a decision on the current 
grant application.  

ACTION Cllr Fry to keep the PC Informed. 

2 Traffic Issues 

2.1 Community Speedwatch Programme – Cllr 
Chambers. 

Adnan Ali is no longer covering the Community 
Speedwatch Programme in Warwickshire. A new 
contact Sharon Hilton who has been contacted to 
provide costs for a speed gun and the process of 
training. 

Princethorpe and Stretton-on-Dunsmore Parish 
clerks have been contacted to determine whether 



to Cllr Roberts but no update has 
been received as yet. 

A National Lottery bid was 
submitted to fund the launch of the 
recycling scheme and a decision is 
expected by 31 January.  

The recycling scheme has been 
gifted a green recycling bin from a 
resident. 

ACTION Parish Clerk. 

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 

1 Marton Playing Fields Association 

1.1 Benches 

The wooden benches that were 
removed for the winter need to be 
replaced soon so the Parish Clerk 
agreed to obtain prices. The benches 
are memorial benches so any 
dedications will be required to be 
transferred to the new benches. 

It was also commented that when 
benches are removed for the winter 
they leave hazardous anchor spikes 
sticking out of the ground. These are 
taped off ,however, replacement 
plastic benches could be left out all 
year to eradicate the hazard. 

1.2 Pavilion Windows 

The two windows currently covered 
by shutters are in need of 
replacement. The MFPA have three 
estimates and are just waiting for an 
update before they present the 
Parish Council with the quotations. 

1.3 H&S Compliance 

  Marton Parish  

Council Marton could share equipment and resources, 
however current volunteers find it challenging to 
create a rota across two villages so are reluctant 
to get involved with Marton’s scheme at this time. 

Cllr Chambers will look into grant funding for the 
equipment once costs have been provided by the 
new police contact. 

Marton have recruited 12 volunteers in 
preparation for the Community Speedwatch 
Programme. 

ACTION Parish Clerk to update. 

3 Neighbourhood Watch 

Miranda Aston continues to circulate information 
via email.   

4 Good Neighbour Scheme – Cllr Lummis 

Cllr Lummis has received the GNS survey template 
which he will send to the Parish Clerk to update 
and circulate to councillors for comments. 
ACTION Cllr Rob Lummis. 

5 County Councillor’s Grant Fund – Cllr Chambers 

Cllr Chambers confirmed Marton has been 
awarded £1050 from the CCG fund which will pay 
for a willow dome, willow sculptures. This has 
funded 20% of the Marton Growing Together 
initiative and Cllr Chambers has put forward an 
additional application to Severn Trent Community 
Funding for the remainder.  

ACTION Cllr Faye Chambers. 

Applications for the Living Willow training course 
were reviewed and the Parish Clerk was actioned 
to invite the successful applicants and book the 
places. The course will take place on Saturday 29 
February.  

ACTION Parish Clerk 

9.6 Recycling Schem.e 

Details for the village recycling scheme were sent 
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  Marton Parish 

Council 

All safety inspections are complete 
and up to date. 

ACTION Parish Clerk. 

2 Street Lighting 

Two lights are currently not 
working in the village, these have 
been reported to both WCC and 
online at Fix My Street.  

A) Lamp 7 – Outside 14 The 
Orchard.  

B) Lamp 3 – Outside 48 Birdingbury 
Road. 

The final concrete street lamp in 
Louisa Ward Close will be replaced 
in February.  

ACTION Parish Clerk 

3 Defibrillators 

3.1 Monthly checks are being 
completed by the Parish Clerk and 
logged on The Circuit (online 
Defibrillator database). 

3.2 2 sets of pads will be required 
in April at a cost of £32.95 + VAT 
per set. 

3.3 The Village Hall committee has 
transferred £199.50 remaining 
funds from the purchase of the 
defibrillators to the Parish Council 
for upkeep costs. 

3.4 A funding application for 
£712.00 has been submitted for a 
community First Aid Course and 
defibrillator training, a decision 
should be received by 31 January.

  
8 

ACTION Parish Clerk. 

4 Roads, Drains & Footpaths 

4.1 Surplus water on the road outside The Elms due 
to an inefficient drain. This has been reported to 
Highways. 

4.2 The drains on the way to Princethorpe are 
overflowing so Cllr Fry agreed to discuss this with 
Highways, although outside of the village. 

ACTION Cllr Fry. 

4.3 The footpath outside 14 The Orchard leading 
onto the Oxford Road is uneven and needs reporting 
to RBC as a matter of urgency as the street lamp is 
also out. 
ACTION Parish Clerk. 

4.4 There is no footpath from the Old Station Yard 
bridge on the Oxford Road heading towards Long 
Itchington, Cllr Chambers to contact Cllr Roberts to 
see if this would be a viable project to apply for 
funding. 

ACTION Cllr Chambers. 

5 Grass Cutting 

1. Playing Field Grass Cutting – Supplier Frank Mann 
Farmers has increased prices for 2020/2021 from 
£61.00 + VAT per cut to £62.50 per cut. 

2 Village Grass Cutting & Borders – Supplier Barrie 
Mitchell has increased his prices for 2020/2021 for 
border cuts only from £35.00 per cut to £40.00 per 
cut. 

The Parish Council unanimously signed off the 
nominal price increases and actioned the Parish 
Clerk to put this in writing to the suppliers. 

ACTION Parish Clerk. 

6 Village Signage 

Two rusty signs in The Orchard - Cllr Fry spoke with 
Caroline Lewin (Tenancy Sustainment Officer) who 
advised they are non-enforceable signs. The Parish 



The 2020/2021 budget was agreed 
and signed off. The council reviewed 
the 2020/2021 precept and set the 
precept at £11,000 to reflect 
increasing costs.  

ACTION Parish Clerk. 

PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES & 
PROCEDURES 

1 Standing Orders – circulate for 
review to be agreed in the next 
meeting.  

ACTION Parish Clerk. 

2 Parish Clerk Probationary Period 
Review. 

Carried out on 13 December, happy 
with the work of the Parish Clerk 
and awarded a 2% pay increase from 
1 Jan 2020. Notice period has 
increased to 3 months. 
ACTIONED 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

None . 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 10 March, 19.30 at Marton 
War Memorial Hall. 

 

  Marton Parish 

Council Council unanimously agreed to remove the signs. 

ACTION Parish Clerk. 

7 Bus Stop Rubbish 

This is still not resolved after much 
communication from Cllr Fry the rubbish remains 
at the bus stop for disposal. Action Cllr Fry to 
write to Cllr Roberts. 

Cllr Fry also advised he would be scheduling a 
village litter pick for the early spring and will 
communicate this in the village newsletter. 

ACTION David Fry. 

8 Village Christmas Tree 

Cllr Fry contacted Rugby Borough Council to ask if 
we could plant a permanent Christmas Tree on 
the corner of the Orchard. They advised due to 
the close proximity of the houses and root growth 
they will not allow this. 

RBC has committed to replacing the 4 trees which 
have been lost in The Orchard.  

FINANCE 

1 Online Banking Application 

All up and running. Remove from Agenda. 

2. WaterPlus Account Reviewing  

Agreed to review the Museum and Sports Pavilion 
water accounts to ensure we are getting the best 
value for money.  

ACTION Parish Clerk, Cllr David Fry. 

3 Electricity Supplier Review 

Cllr Taylor is working with the Clerk to review 
usage/electricity prices for streetlights and the 
pavilion/museum to ensure we are on 
competitive rates.  

ACTION Parish Clerk. 

5 Budget 

9 

Marton Parish 

Council Meeting 

7.30 Tuesday 10 

March 

Marton Village Hall 



Marton Nature by 

Graham: 

Kestrels 

The Kestrel [illustrated] is one 

of the smallest species of 

Marton Life 
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falcon, it 

can be 

sighted all 

the year 

round on 

one of the 

poles 

bordering 

Fields Farm Lane. It is very rarely seen in 

village gardens. In 

some districts it is 

known as the 

Hoverhawk owing 

to its ability to 

hover as it faces 

the wind whilst 

hunting its prey. 

Many readers will 

remember it as Kes 

as in the title of a 

book they studied 

at school and the 

iconic film. Field 

voles and mice 

make up about 

three quarters of 

its diet, so it is 

competing with 

Barn Owls at 

mealtimes. They 

also feed on small 

Marton Nature 



Marton Life 

individuals, companies and a 

charitable trust.  The event 

also gave the retirees an 

opportunity to present Mary 

Harrison with a card and 

present to thank her for all 

the work she puts in during 

the year making sandwiches, 

baking cakes and scones and 

hosting each tea party, along 

with other village volunteers.  

Thanks must also go to 

Graham Robson who shows a 

wildlife DVD each month in 

the hall.   
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birds, large insects, earthworms and the 

occasional frog. 

The breeding season is April until the end of 

June. In this area they nest in holes in a tree or 

former nests of magpie or crow. The clutch size 

is usually six and the eggs take about four 

weeks to hatch.  

PS Have you heard about the sea eagle who 

has joined the red kites of Oxfordshire, how 

long will it be before we have a sighting of this 

very large bird of prey over the Itchen? 

Graham’s Annual Report on  

Marton Wildlife 

If you wish to know more about the birds 

of Marton, a video is being shown in the 

village hall at 7.30 on 17 February.  

As usual any profits will be sent to Myton 

Hospice, a £3 entry fee entitles you to wine 

or a soft drink. I look forward to seeing you 

there (see poster on opposite page). 

 

Retirees’ December Tea 

The retirees’ tea parties left their usual haunt 

of the War Memorial Hall in December to 

celebrate Christmas with a meal at the Fox and 

Hen in Bascote Heath.  Over 25 people enjoyed 

a three-course turkey dinner with crackers, all 

made possible by donations from local 

Wildlife Talk 



Marton Village Hall 

Events 

 

 Marton Cinema  
The February film will 
be Downton Abbey 
7.30 for 8.00 Friday 21 
February; enjoy the 
film with a drink. 
 

 Chinese New Year 
Evening 
5.00pm+ Saturday 8 
February. 
 

 Retirees’ Tea 
2.00pm Thursday 13 
February. 
 

 Six Nations Rugby 
Watch out for dates 
and times of 
screenings. 
 
 

 200 Club - numbers 

available 15p a week 

per number.  
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Marton Cinema 
Friday 21 February 2020 

Downton Abbey 

7.30pm for 8.00pm 

“The film, set in 1927, depicts a visit by the King 

and Queen to the Crawley family's English 

country house in the Yorkshire countryside. As 

the Royal staff descend on Downton, an assassin 

has also arrived and attempts to kill the 

monarch. The family and servants are pitted 

against the royal entourage, including the 

Queen's lady-in-waiting, who has fallen out with 

the Crawleys, especially the Dowager Countess, 

over an inheritance issue...” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_country_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_country_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady-in-waiting


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marton Village Hall 

Chinese New Year 
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  Marton Groups 

Walkers 

Marton Walkers 

If your New Year’s resolution 

was to take some more 

exercise then why not 

consider joining Marton 

Walkers?  We are a group of 

walkers from the village and 

the surrounding area 

comprising a variety of ages 

and interests who all share a 

love of taking in some fresh air 

and exercise over our 

beautiful Warwickshire 

countryside.   We meet on the 

final Sunday of the month (bar 

August and December) at 

10.00am at a local pub.  The 

circular walk is about 2 hours 

or 5 miles in length.  Following 

the walk we either leave to go 

home, have a drink or 
14 

enjoy a meal.  There is no commitment to join 

us every month – just come along when you 

are available.  In 2019 we visited Church 

Lawford, Norton Lindsay, Frankton, 

Bubbenhall, Kenilworth, Birdingbury and 

Harbury to name a few.  Our late Christmas 

lunch was held in January 2020 when we set 

the agenda for the year.  Our February walk 

will be on Sunday 23rd.   For information on 

where we are meeting or to join the email list 

please contact mikeofmarton@hotmail.com 

or tel: 632960.   

Ann’s Marton Archives 
   (by Ann Gregory)  

 NUNEATON ADVERTISER - 19 MAY 1894 

“MARTON ODD FELLOWS CLUB AND 

BRITANNIA BRASS BAND 

On Whit Tuesday , the members of the 

Oddfellows Lodge, Marton held their 

anniversary. 

There was divine service at 11.30am and the 

members walked in procession to the Church 

headed by Marton Britannia Brass Band. 

After lunch at the Hare and Hounds the Brass 

Band played two or three songs, then the 

Oddfellows paraded the village, and at 

5.30pm dancing began, and was kept up with 

spirit until 10.30pm to the strains of the 

Marton Britannia Brass Band.  

On the Wednesday the Band again paraded  

mailto:mikeofmarton@hotmail.com


the village, and at 5.00pm a tea 

was held at the Hare and 

Hounds, after which there was 

again music and dancing, but 

the rain somewhat spoiled 

everyone's enjoyment." 

In view of more information 

available on Marton Britannia 

Brass Band, further details will 

appear in March. 

Marton Local History 

Group 

The Local History Group has not 

met since last November. 

Unfortunately the January talk 

by Judy Frodsham happened 

after we went to press (report 

next month). But don’t miss 

February’s talk  “From This 

Ground” (stories, poems and 

folk songs about agricultural 

workers in late nineteenth 

century Warwickshire) 

performed by local resident 

Michael Luntley.  

See notice opposite for full 

details - it should be a very 

enjoyable evening with a 

difference! 

  Marton Groups 

Heritage  
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Marton Local History Group 

“from this ground”  

A remarkable presentation by Princethorpe 

resident Michael Luntley, (already in 

demand all over Warwickshire), on the 

lives of19th Century Warwickshire 

Labourers 

Marton Village Hall 

7.30pm Monday 24 February  

£3 + a free glass of wine 

Children free 



  Marton Church 

Vicar’s Letter 

Thought for the month: 

Dear Friends, 
It was great to walk with the 
village through its 
preparations for Christmas, 
the lighting of the Christmas 
trees, our alternative 
Christingle service and the 
Carol & Nativity service, 
where the youngsters and a 
very big King Herod, told us of 
the first Christmas Day. 

As the Christmas decorations 
come down, we travel through 
a period called Epiphany, 
traditionally a time for the 
Magi or wisemen’s visit to the 
Christ Child as they then take 
the good news of his birth to 
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the world. At the beginning of February, we 
have Candlemass a time when we leave the 
crib and turn towards the cross preparing for 
Christ’s passion; his death on Good Friday 
and his resurrection celebrated on Easter 
Sunday morning, which we will be celebrating 
this year on 12 April, a little bit differently this 
year, please watch out for times and further 
details. 

I noticed, during a recent visit to a local 
supermarket that, no sooner had the 
Christmas goodies been discounted and 
moved from their prominent position that 
they had been replaced with ‘hot cross buns’ 
and Easter Eggs with the Cadbury Cream Eggs 
taking a central position.  

So, it seems that we and the retail community 
are now walking towards Easter. Christians 
travel through Lent, which begins on Ash 
Wednesday (this year, on the 26 February), a 
day of penitence or cleansing of the soul. 
There is the opportunity to attend services 
and be marked with a cross of ashes on your 
forehead. This is a sign of mortality, based 
upon the idea from the book of Genesis that 
humankind came into the world from dust 
and will return to it. It is a reminder that 
Jesus brings freedom and gives us time to 
look at our relationship with him, ensuring 
that we are in the right place to welcome him 
on Easter morning. There are two Ash 
Wednesday services in the benefice, both in 
Holy Trinity Church, Long Itchington, one at 
10am in the morning and the other at 7pm in 



Marton Church 

Church News the early evening, you are welcome to come 
and join us if you would like to. 

As signs of new birth are seen around the 
village with the arrival of spring, bulbs 
growing, days getting longer, baby birds and 
lambs, we journey forward together in hope 
of a good year. We at St Esprit wish you all 
the best for 2020. 

With love, Revd Jane & the St Esprit Church 
family. 

 

Church Information  

CHRISTMAS THANKS 

Thank you to The Pig Club for supplying the 
village Christmas trees, to everyone who 
decorated them and to Dinyar and Susan for 
the light display on the church, it was noted 
by many as making Advent and Christmas 
very special in Marton. Thank you to those 
who decorated the church itself and helped 

with our Christmas events and 
services. 

Especial thanks to all the 
children who took part in the 
Nativity play, and your very 
supportive parents, it couldn’t 
happen without you all. All 
actors and narrators were 
marvellous and made the 
occasion very joyful.  We must 
also thank our adult Herod, 
John, who took part with 
gusto!  

Thank you also to all those 
who came to learn about and 
make Christingles with 
donations to The Children’s 
Society – Revd Jane got a bit 
confused (see photo on next 
page). 

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 
and other THANKS 

Southam Foodbank is very 
grateful for all donations via 
the Reverse Advent Calendar 
Appeal, we will continue to 
take any donations left in 
church. Thank you also for the 
gifts left as part of random 
acts of kindness.  

Guide Dogs are appreciative of 
our crisp packet 
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donations… only crisp packets 
(but of any brand) can be 
included in this recycling 
initiative. 

We are very encouraged by 
the generosity of our 
community which enables us 
to make a difference to the 
lives of vulnerable and 
marginalised people in our 
wider community, clothes and 
goods are taken to the 
relevant communities. 

VISIT OF BISHOP of COVENTRY 
– 8 December 2019 

The Bishop of Coventry, Rt. 
18 

Revd Christopher Cocksworth, presided for 
the first time at our service of Holy 
Communion on 8 December. He sent his 
thanks with the following comments:  

“It was a real joy to be with you this 
morning. I thought the restored zinc work 
looked marvellous and gave all sorts of ideas 
for the preacher! Moreover, there was a 
great sense of the Holy Spirit present in our 
worship and fellowship, and clearly active in 
the lives of the congregation. So the people 
of the church are very much living up to the 
name of the church!” 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER – Saturday 7 March  

We have been a little slow sending out forms 
this year so prompt return of the form 
(available within this newsletter—see page 
20), from the Marton email or printed forms 
available in church) would be much 
appreciated. 

This year timings will be slightly different to 
enable Six Nations rugby supporters to enjoy 
the game, with starters at 7.30pm, mains at 
8.30pm and puddings at 9.45pm, meeting up 
for coffee from 10.45pm. 

If you are new to the village or have not yet 
taken part, the Progressive Dinner is a 
wonderful opportunity to have lovely food, 
lots of fun and meet different people in a 
very short time as each course is served in a 
different home with a different group of 
guests. Catering or non-catering places are 
available. 
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Church News The church really appreciates the donations 
it receives from the Progressive Dinner to 
maintain the church building and so we 
encourage as many people as possible to 
take part. Closing date for applications is 
20 February. 

Please do contact Joe Walsh 
joe.a.walsh@btinternet.com, 01926 
632547 or 07399480966 with any queries 
regarding the evening.   

FLOWER ROTA 

We are hoping to find a new volunteer to 
arrange altar flowers in July. Please contact 
Janet on 01926 632509 if you are 
interested in helping. 

COFFEE MORNINGS  

Our regular coffee mornings are on the 
fourth Thursday of the month from 
10.30am in church. Everyone is very 
welcome at this friendly community event. 
Don’t be shy… it’s not just for churchgoers 
nor is it ladies 
only! 

Save the date:  
Thursdays 27 
February and 
26 March.  

CHURCHYARD WORKING 
PARTIES – Saturday 8 

February, Saturday 14 March  

We are aiming to restart the 
churchyard working party on 
the second Saturday of 
February (weather permitting) 
from 10.00am until 
approximately 12.30am, all 
are very welcome, children 
need to be under close 
supervision of a responsible 
adult for safeguarding. Please 
bring your own gardening 
equipment and we will supply 
light refreshments! 

If you would like to help but 
these dates are not suitable 
you are very welcome to 
volunteer at other times. 
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Making Christingles with  

the Revd Jane 
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Village News 
Local Business based in 

Marton 

We provide an EARLY and RELIABLE 
Newspaper and Magazine delivery service 

 
For more details please contact Zena Richards on 

01926 633138 or 07788991933 
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Do You Run a Local 

Business? 

Advertise here and support your 

Village Newsletter  

Display rates from £2.50 - £10 

Contact: 

newsletter@martonvillage.com 
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(Cover pictures courtesy of  many villagers) 


