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 Marton contacts 

 Inside the village 

Marton Parish Council  
    Clerk:      Helen Keeves  01926 633338 

           clerk@martonvillage.com 

Chair:      Faye Chambers (Contact via the Clerk)  

Councillors:     Rob Lummis    
       David Fry       
       Mike Taylor  

       Sarah Crawford   

 

Village Organisations 
Marton Newsletter  (Editorial)  David Fry   01926 632936 

Marton Newsletter (Advertising) Sharon Edwards  sharon.edwards0@googlemail.com 

Marton Vicar    Revd Jane Everitt            01926 717909  
            revdjane@theeveritts.co.uk 

Village Hall     Maya Van Der Galien   
                  villagehall.marton@gmail.com  

Playing Field Association  Sarah Dodd   tatumsarah@hotmail.com 

Neighbourhood Watch  Miranda Aston  07931 770249  

Cricket Club    Kyrone Dodd   07876899798 

Marton Museum    David Fry   01926 632936 

Local History    Andy Bolam   01926 634841 

Marton Walkers    Mike Johnson   01926 632960 

Pig Club     Joe Walsh   01926 632547 

Brownies     Elizabeth Murray  01926 815466 

Church Warden    Janet Paget   01926 632509  

       Jenny Walsh   01926 632547 

Emergency Flood Group  Parish Councillor  See contacts above 

Dog Warden    Andrea Jacques            01926 632799 

Snow Warden    Graham Wood  01926 632610 
 

Website 

www.martonvillage.com email:                       newsletter@martonvillage.com 
Join Marton group email and find out the news as it happens or circulate your requests or 

offers.  If you want to be added to the group contact:                admin@martonvillage.com 

mailto:revdjane@theeveritts.co.uk
mailto:villagehall.marton@gmail.com


   Marton Diary 

          Diary Dates 

Marton Village Hall 

 

Every Tuesday  

T’ai Chi     10.30 - 11.30 

Brownies      18.15 - 19.15 

 

Every Thursday  

Target Fitness    19.00 - 20.00 

 

 

NB Please note the deadline 
for the November 
Newsletter will be Sunday 
20 October 2019  
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October 

4/5/6   Marton Art Festival  

  6        Church: ’In the Spirit’           18.00 

10     Retirees’ Tea          14.00      

11     Mobile Library              11.00    

12        Coffee Morning & Shopping 10.00 

13        Church: Holy Communion         10.30  

18     MPFA Race Night        19.00 

20        Church: All Age Worship          10.30 

21     Mobile Police Station        13.00 

24        Church: Coffee Morning       10.30 

25     Marton Cinema        20.00 

27     Church: Holy Communion       10.30 

27     Marton Walkers                10.00 

28     Marton Local History Group      19.30  

 

November 

  1     Mobile Library              11.00  

  3        Church: ’In the Spirit’           18.00    

12       Marton Parish Council           19.30 

14     Retirees’ Tea          14.00 

17        Church: All Age Worship        10.30 

22        Mobile Library          11.00  

23     Mobile Police Station        13.00 

24     Church: Holy Communion      9.30      

24     Marton Walkers                10.00  

25     Marton Local History Group      19.30  
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Newsbites 

Pavilion Repairs 

Hopefully you will have had a 
chance to see the repairs that 
have been done to the 
Pavilion terrace (a great job by 
a village builder). It should 
also be noted with thanks that 
the substantial amount of 
wood used was generously 
supplied at no charge by 
Mainline Timber. Look out for 
more news regarding the 
Pavilion  over the coming 
months. 

Changes at the Three 
Horseshoes Princethorpe 

A useful reminder from Sharon 
that Geoff and Ann from the 
pub at Princethorpe are 
retiring. I’m sure that many of 
their regulars in the village will 
want to wish them well in the 
future. Also the Newsletter 
greatly appreciated their 

advertising support.  
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Winter ‘Flu Jab 

Winter is approaching and with the threat of 

cold weather comes 

the risk of catching 

the dreaded flu.  

Luckily, in common 

with previous years, 

patients of 

Brookside surgery in 

Stretton on 

Dunsmore can 

come along to the October Retirees’ Tea 

party in the Village Hall to receive a flu jab.  

But one change for this year is that the 

surgery only has vaccine available for patients 

who are over 65 years of age, so if you fall 

into another higher risk group of patients you 

will have to speak to the surgery directly 

about receiving your  jab there. 

The October tea party is being held on the 

10th and the doctor will be present between 

2.00 – 2.30pm.  If you will be coming to the 

hall for your injection can you please forward 

your name to Jane on 

clementinecom@hotmail.com or tel: 633220 

as the surgery needs a list of patients 

beforehand.   Following your 

jab you will be able to enjoy a 

cup of tea or coffee and some 

cake to help you recover! 

mailto:clementinecom@hotmail.com


Lias Line Developments 

For a while the Warwickshire  

Sustrans group have been 

discussing possible future plans 

to create a greenway for 

walkers, bicycles and horses 

along the Lias Line (the former 

railway line between Rugby 

and Leamington).  

They have now announced that 

they have been given a share 

of £20m funding from central 

government to do some work 

on the Lias Line (not all £20m 

alas but enough to make some 

improvements). Importantly 

for Marton the upgraded part 

of the line includes the portion 

passing through the village.  

             (Continued on page 15) 
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Newsbites PCSO Banks and the  

Mobile Police Station 

Helen, our parish council clerk, paid a visit 

to the mobile police station when PCSO 

Banks visited on Monday 16 September 

(and took his picture). 

Feel free to use his email address if you 

need to contact him and you cannot attend 

any of the drop-ins: 

david.banks@warwickshire.ppn.police.uk 
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Marton Mobile Police Station 

Church Street  

13.00-13.45 Monday 21 October 

The Rugby Rural South Safer Neighbourhood 
Team will be dropping into Marton for a short 

stay.  

If you have any issues or concerns or if you just 
want to meet the local team, please pop down 
and see one of your local officers or just come 

and have a chat. 
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Marton Service Station 

 “Time flies, doesn't it? 
We are nearing our 

Second anniversary of 
ownership of Marton 

Service Station!” 

The editorial staff of the 
Newsletter asked Arthur 
Batchelor of Green Lanes Ltd 
who run Marton Garage to let 
us know how they have 
settled in after opening last 
year. This is what he told us. 

“I'm not exactly sure when the 
original Marton Service 
Station (or The Bridge 
Garage?) first opened, but I 
know that our MoT Advanced 
Testing Lane was signed off by 
the DVSA (Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency) on 31st 
August 2018. This was the 
culmination of what seemed 
like a Herculean task to 
upgrade the facilities to meet 
the latest requirements for 
conducting MoT Tests. 

It's not just the building and 
equipment that has been 
upgraded either. Nominated 
Testers now have to have 

baseline qualifications, 
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undertake Continuous Professional 
Development and pass an increasingly 
demanding annual test regime. We are 
performing MoT Tests on behalf of the 
Secretary of State, you know! 

Whilst we've made a clean sweep with a new 
broom, it's been nice to be able to retain 
much of the character of the old place. You 
probably haven't noticed, but we got a special 
sanction from our area Inspectorate to 
renovate one of the old MoT signs. We feel 
responsible for part of the village's heritage 
and hope that we're providing the kind of 
service and presence that you will be happy 
with. 

The key thing to remember is that we are 
here to help maintain your vehicle’s safety 
against the minimum standards set by The 
Government. It may surprise you that we can 
conduct tests upon vehicles dating from the 
early 1900s right up to the present day 
(hybrids and electric vehicles included). Of 
course, a new vehicle does not generally need 
an MoT until its Third Birthday. If you're not 



actually making it easier and 
more cost-effective to do 
Business. 

We're very proud to be a 
member of the Retail Motor 
Industry Federation. We are 
affiliated to the Independent 
Garage Association within the 
RMIF. We're extremely proud to 
be part of Trust My Garage, a 
scheme operated by RMIF that 
maintains exacting standards of 
service and operation as well as 
providing guarantees for our 
work. 

People often ask what our 
'specialism' is. After a little 
thought, I think that it's easier, 
rather than listing a huge range 
of vehicles that we've 
completed work on and 
capabilities that could take 
hours to describe, to just say, 
"Helping people with their 
motoring needs". Our core 
business is keeping your 
everyday transport safe and on 
the road. We are very good at 
returning Classics to their 
former glory as well, if that's 
what you need.” 

           Continued on page 31 
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Marton Service Station sure when that is, we can help you to find 
out. 

The MoT Test doesn't cover everything that 
you need to complete you motoring 
experience. We can provide routine 
maintenance, major overhaul or restoration 
to suit whatever you wish for your vehicle. 

The outside of the building hasn't changed 
much over the last few decades, but the 
contents may surprise you. Technology is 
bursting out of the service bays and 
reception area. We are a tech savvy bunch 
and, as you would expect, we can handle 
the latest electronics, diagnostics, 
emissions, air-conditioning, suspension and 
even radio telecommunications equipment 
(there is even customer Wi-Fi). 

You may not expect that we have the latest 
Cloud-based security and accounting 
systems, but we do! Internet Banking and 
the HMRC Making Tax Digital initiative are 

5 



  Marton News 

Eamonn Harran 

Eamonn Harran 

Sally kindly 
supplied a 
few words  
about 
Eamonn, a 
resident of 
Louisa 
Ward Close 
who died 
recently  

“Eamonn was born in Donegal, 
Ireland on the 17th July 1939 
and came to Coventry in 1959, 
soon joining Massey Ferguson 
where he stayed for 40 years, 
developing a lifelong 
commitment to the AEUW, now 
Unite Union, becoming a shop 
steward and then Secretary of 
the Massey Ferguson Branch. 
He became well known within 
the factory, both with his 
workmates and the 
management with whom he 
negotiated for pay and 
improved conditions. In a 
message to Sally his union 
colleagues said ‘Massey’s was 
a better place due to Eamonn’. 

He retired from Masseys in 
2003 after heart double bypass 
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surgery, just before Masseys closed.  He 
continued to help organise the annual day 
coach trip for Retired Union members to 
venues such the seaside, Chester and 
Portsmouth. Eamonn's coach was always the 
most popular, he would go around the coach 
with a big bag of sweets, play Irish music, and 
Country and Western songs, and keep 
everyone entertained on the journey. 

He played league skittles in the 1970s, which 
was later replaced with table skittles for the 
village team when he moved to Marton. He got 
involved in village activities, including acting as 
a regular bingo caller at the Village Hall on 
Friday nights. 

Eamonn was also a lover of football and a 
Coventry City season ticket holder whilst they 
played at Highfield Road. In 1987 he went to 
Wembley to see Coventry City win the FA Cup. 
In recent years he enjoyed sitting in the garden 
on Saturday afternoons listening to the 
Coventry City football match on local radio. 

He and Sally would go back to Ireland fairly 
regularly – usually around Christmas time – to 
meet up with his family. As much as he loved 
Ireland and catching up with his family, it’s fair 
to say that he preferred sunnier climates. 
Favourite holidays include a cruise down the 
Nile, a motorhome holiday around New 
Zealand along with going to other far-flung 
places such as Australia, the Caribbean, Hong 
Kong , safari holidays in Kenya and Tanzania  – 
as well as navigating their way around much of 
Southern Europe – once in a TR7, the perfect 



March and April, having been 
treated for bladder cancer just 
before Christmas. However at 
the end of July the back pain 
that had been causing him 
problems for a few months was 
diagnosed as the late stages of 
lung cancer. Comfortingly 
Eamonn passed away very 
peacefully at home on 3 
September. His funeral took 
place in a full chapel on the 18 
September, followed by a well 
attended reception in the 
Village Hall in Marton.” 
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Eamonn Harran combination as he loved sporty cars and 
driving abroad. 

For many years Eamonn was been a Trustee 
of the Coventry and Warwickshire District 
Charitable Trust, established by Eamonn and 
other Trustees with money secured from 
BUPA when they took over Mercia Health and 
Hospital Saturday Fund. This Trust was 
established to award grants to local charities.   
For the final 19 years of his life Eamonn acted 
as Chairman and spent a great deal of his 
time acting as its contact point, meeting 
beneficiaries, presenting cheques and 
working with charities to advise them on 
suitable appeals that met the Trust’s criteria.  
Marton Village Hall was twice a beneficiary 
of the Trust when it was awarded funding for 
a Bingo machine and for 12 retiree tea 
parties. 

Eamonn and Sally have lived in the village for 
last 31 years. He loved their house and 
especially the garden – enjoying spending 
time out there working on the vegetable plot 
or chatting with the neighbours while 
gardening out  front. Sally is pretty sure it 
was a case then of ‘more time talking less 
gardening’! 

Everyone would say that he was ‘a young 80 
year old’. He had such energy levels – even a 
double bypass and a pacemaker weren’t 
going to hold him back for long as he and 
Sally still enjoyed at least 3 or 4 holidays a 
year. He certainly seemed almost back to his 
usual self when they went to Majorca in 
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An example of Eamonn’s  

charitable work 



  Marton People 

Sheila Needle 

A Great Performance 

Sheila Needle had lived in Marton 
at Hall Farm since the 1950s. She 
died this summer. Her son 
Andrew gave the eulogy at her 
memorial service at St Esprit in 
early September, from which this 
article is extracted. 

There’s nothing particularly 
surprising about the peaceful 
death of a 94-year-old woman. 
Her death wasn’t sudden or 
unexpected but never the less it 
was a shock to the system when 
it happened.  

She 
slipped 
away 
quietly 
and 
peacefully 
with her 
family at 
her side 
and 
supported 
by a 
dedicated 
care team 
at 
Aslockton 
Hall that 

looked after her with great 
compassion and respect during 
her entire time there.  
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By the time my Mum reached 90, we thought 
she’d outlive us all. In fact, to quote what she 
would often say to me:  

“I’m going to live to be a hundred just to annoy 
you.” 

I must say for her sake as well as mine I am glad, 
she didn’t. But now she is gone, and we miss her. 

She was born in Coventry in 1925 to Charles 
Woodley, and his wife Margaret who had moved 
there from Newcastle-upon-Tyne to find work in 
the burgeoning car industry. 

She was an only child but had great self-
confidence and from the age of about 8 spent 
most of her summer holidays travelling back to the 
north east to spend time with her father’s two 
sisters and her grandmother in Whitley Bay.  

She would travel there all on her own on the 
Barton’s bus from Pool Meadow in Coventry 
stopping in Doncaster for lunch and finally arriving 
in Newcastle at teatime. Obviously, there were no 
such things as 
mobile phones 
in those days, 
and it was only 
when her 
parents finally 
received a 
telegram that 
they knew she 
had arrived 
safely. Different 
days! 

My Mum did well at school, and it was there she 
made many life long friends. Indeed, up until only 
a few years ago she would still meet up for lunch 
with several of them on a regular basis. 



venues including Birmingham Town 
Hall, Birmingham University and 
the Bourneville Institute.  

In 1945 my Mum left the Tax Office 
and moved to the Salaries Office of 
Rootes where she dealt with salary 
and tax enquiries. Whilst there she 
joined the Rootes Players and in 
addition to performing in shows 
such as Ladies in Retirement, Such 
Things Happened and the Unfair 
Sex she fulfilled the role of 
secretary for many years. 

1946 was an eventful year, a 21st 
Birthday Party in May followed by 
a marriage proposal from Clive. 
Unfortunately, she wasn’t sure and 
turned him down, much to his 
chagrin.  

Fortunately, he was a persistent 
fellow and in November that same 
year they became engaged only for 
Clive to take up a job that took him 
away to Iran for 3 years. 

On his eventual return in 
November 1949 they bought their 
first house in Briar’s Close and were 
married on 17th December that 
same year. 

Over the next few years Mum 
performed in shows such as Maid 
of the Mountains, Girl in a Taxi and 
Ambrose Applejohn’s Adventure. 

1952 saw the birth of Vicki. I 
followed 3 years later in 1955 
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Sheila Needle In 1936 she passed the 11+ and moved from 
Barker Butt’s primary school to Barr’s Hill 
Grammar School. However, a year later the 
family moved from Radford to Glencoe Road in 
Stoke so that my Grandfather could be nearer to 
the Rootes factory in Humber Road where he 
worked. 

As a consequence, in 1937 my Mum transferred 
to Stoke Park Grammar school. Two year’s later 
war was declared, and my Mum was evacuated 
to Leamington Spa where she lived with a Mrs 
Norton and her daughter Betty who was a piano 
teacher and it was probably here that her life 
long association with all things musical began. 

In 1940 she returned home only to experience 
the Blitz on Coventry. During this difficult time 
her schooling was often disrupted by air raids, 
even when she was taking her School Certificate 
exams.  

Despite her academic achievements further 
education was not an option and my Mum left 
school at the age of 15 to start work at the 
Collector of Taxes office that had been 
evacuated from Coventry to Huntley Lodge in 
Northumberland Road, Leamington Spa. 

It was in 1941 that she first met Clive Needle at 
a Messenger Service party held in Parkside 
Coventry and it was that same year that she 
started formal signing lessons with Madam 
Thomas in Birmingham. 

A year later she joined the Wheatsheaf Player’s 
and in 1944 she also joined the Midland Light 
Opera Company where Victor Fleming was the 
conductor. She would travel to the Digbeth 
Institute for rehearsals and took part in concert 
versions of Operas such Carmen and Aida at 
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  Marton People 

Sheila Needle 

and it was in November of that 
year that the family made the 
move from Coventry to Beam 
Ends, Marton and to what was to 
become my Mum’s home for over 
60 years.  

It didn’t take long before my 
Mum began to get involved with 
the wider Marton community. 
She joined the WI in 1956 and 
was an active member 
throughout her time there. 

She was a regular member of the 
keep fit classes held in the 
original Village Hall, ran the 
church choir and also held the 
positions of first School Secretary 
and then teaching assistant at 
Marton School.   

Despite her active involvement in 
all of these activities she still 
found time to rehearse and take 
part in shows such as King’s 
Rhapsody, Wedding in Paris, Song 
of Norway, Gypsy Love, Carrisima 
and Maid of the Mountains with 
the Coventry Musical Play 
Society. 

It was only when my sister and I 
had left home for university that 
my Mum returned to full time 
employment teaching first in the 
infant’s class at Marton School 
before starting her 12-year career 

at Stoke Lodge school in 
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Coventry where she taught the top infant’s class 
until she finally retired in 1985. 

Throughout her time in Marton Mum was also an 
active member of the Parish Council where she 
was secretary for many years, she helped organise 
the village fete in the days when it was held on the 
vicarage lawn, organised both the progressive 
dinner and safari lunch and started her long 
association with the Marton Night Out when it 
was first performed in November 1982. 

However, a life isn’t just an assemblage of dates 
and relations. It isn’t just a list of facts but rather 
the impact that person made.  

My Mum showed us all how to be honest and 
brave and over her lifetime she has touched the 
lives of great number of people and left an 

enormous 
legacy in the 
form of many 
adventurous 
young men and 
women who 
will continue to 
look to her as 
an example. 

As a family we 
can never forget that there is a part of her in each 
of us, something that she gave to us but asked 
nothing in return. It didn’t take much to make her 
happy — a phone call, a card, a visit, or a kiss from 
her grandchildren before saying good night.  

My Mum greatly loved her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. We were the most 
important people in the world to her. She lived to 
make our lives better and was very proud of us 
all.”  



4.1.1 Amendment of draft minute 
number 11.1.1 from Birdingbury 
Road resurfacing, amended to 
surface dressing. Cllr Taylor. 
Completed Signed by Cllr 
Chambers 

4.2 Approve the minutes of the 
Extraordinary Parish Council 
Meeting held on Thursday 8 
August. Completed Signed by Cllr 
Chambers. 

5. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Cllr Mike Taylor declared in 
interest in planning application 
R19/0914  

6. POLICE ISSUES 

6.1 Increase in thefts throughout 
the summer, though Marton 
retains a low crime rate compared 
to other villages in Warwickshire. 

6.2 PCSO Banks’ next drop-in 
session will be Monday 16 
September 13.00-13.45 in Church 
Street. It was reported he had 
offered useful advice to some 
residents on security and CCTV. 
ACTION: Parish Clerk to email 
village. 

6.3 Increase in illegal motorbikes 
on the disused railway track. Cllr 
Taylor has struggled to get through 
with 101 calls to report it to the 
police. Martyn Brunt – Sustrans 
representative - has asked Cllr 

  Marton Parish  

Council - September DRAFT Minutes of Marton Parish 

Council Meeting held on Tuesday 10 

September 2019, 7.30pm at Marton 

War Memorial Hall 

1. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM 

1.1 Recent sale of land, Fields Farm Lane 

A member of the public asked whom had 
purchased the land and what was going to 
happen? Cllr Chambers commented the land 
was not connected to the Parish Council at all 
but the council would be informed in the usual 
way if planning permission is applied for. 

1.2 Horse Riders – It was reported that horse 
riders in the village are using mobile phones 
whilst riding – Parish Clerk to contact PCSO 
Banks for advice. 

2. ATTENDANCE 

Cllr Faye Chambers (Chair) Helen Keeves – 
Marton Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance 
Officer Cllr David Fry Cllr Sarah Crawford Cllr 
Mike Taylor 2 x members of the public 

3. APOLOGIES 

Cllr Rob Lummis PCSO Banks Cllr Emma Crane 
(Rugby Borough Council – Leam Valley Ward) 

Apologies not received from Cllr Howard 
Roberts (Warwickshire County Council) 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

The minutes of the previous meetings were 
agreed and signed as accurate. 

4.1 Approve the minutes of the Parish Council 
Meeting held on Tuesday 9 July. 
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Council - September 

Taylor to temporarily reduce the 
path entrances so motorbikes are 
unable to gain access. ACTION: 
Cllr Taylor to follow-up. 

7. COUNTY AND BOROUGH 
UPDATE 

7.1 Footpath funding – no update 

7.2 Bus Stop Rubbish has been 
cleared  

8. PLANNING MATTERS 

R19/0914 UNIT M OLD STATION 
YARD, OXFORD ROAD, RUGBY, 
CV23 9RU - Renovation and 
extension of the existing 
industrial Unit M – APPROVED 

9. VILLAGE ISSUES 

9.1 Marton Emergency/Flood 
Plan – Cllr Fry 

9.1.1 Community Shed 

Grant application is being 
submitted for a community shed 
to house flood and emergency 
equipment near the pavilion. The 
funding decision will be made in 
January and if successful we will 
then consult regarding location. 
ACTION: Cllr David Fry 

9.1.2 Future grant to support 
flood defence, research what 
residents have already 
purchased/what is required - no 
further update 
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9.1.3 Village Emergency Plan development – no 
further update 

9.2 Traffic Issues – Cllr Taylor 

No new traffic issues currently. 

9.2.1 Community Speedwatch Programme 

Adam Hewitt, Cllr Lummis & Cllr Chambers met 
with the co-ordinator Adnan Ali from West Mercia 
Police and identified a location for the 
Speedwatch Programme to take place, waiting for 
confirmation this is safe. Funding is available for 
training and administration but not for the 
purchase of a speed gun. It was suggested Marton 
share with a neighbouring village such as 
Princethorpe who have their own equipment. 
ACTION: Parish Clerk to contact Princethorpe PC 

9.2.2 Road Works & Traffic Lights – It was noted 
that traffic lights were not being removed in a 
timely fashion after road works had been 
complete. Keep an eye on future work and report 
back to WCC Highways. ACTION: Cllr Mike 
Taylor. 

9.3 Neighbourhood Watch 

Miranda Aston continues to circulate information 
via email, including advice on recent increases in 
thefts: please be vigilant, secure your properties 
and vehicles and report any suspicious activity.  

9.4 Good Neighbour Scheme – Cllr Lummis 

Cllr Lummis met with Jennifer McCabe and her 
team on Thursday 15 August for discussion on the 
scheme. Cllr Lummis has asked for a contact from 
example projects in Northants for further 
information. The Parish Council was invited to a 
Good Neighbour Event on 01/10/19 but this has 
been postponed. Cllr Lummis will now adapt their 

  Marton Parish 



It was agreed Roy Hitchman 
would contact Gordon Robson to 
trim the spinney hedge (cost last 
year was £30.00)ACTION: Roy 
Hitchman  

10.2.2 Museum Bush -Advised this 
requires a sympathetic trim. 
ACTION: Cllr David Fry 

10.2.3 Grass cutting contracts – 
review these in January ACTION 
ALL 

10.3 Marton Playing Field 
Association 

The MPFA met on Wednesday 4th 
September 

10.3.1 Pavilion Repairs 

All repairs have been made and 
electrical certificates circulated to 
the Parish Council. Agreed a letter 
of thanks needs to go to Mainline 
Timber (Tim Keeves & Edward 
Gascoigne) for generously 
supplying materials. 

10.3.2 Pavilion Renovation Plans 

Quotes have been received for a 
disabled toilet, decking and 
ramping. However, concerns were 
raised about not making best use 
of the space available so a 
meeting will be held to review all 
renovation plans. Cllr Fry has 
scheduled a meeting with CAVA to 
discuss funding options. It was 
noted that all contracts over 

Marton Parish 

Council - September ‘village need’ survey. It was suggested they 
survey should include Lairhillock Park.
 ACTION: Cllr Rob Lummis 

9.5 County Councillor’s Grant Fund – Cllr 
Chambers 

The fund is re-opening mid-September for 
projects which promote wellbeing and the 
environment. Cllr Chambers shared her five-
point proposal: 1. Plant living willow sculptures 
at village entrances 2. Add a playground natural 
willow dome 3. Plant an edible garden with 
outdoor cooking facilities 4. Add pavilion 
rainwater harvesting 5. Add wildflowers for 
biodiversity. 

Cllr Fry, Cllr Crawford and Cllr Taylor voted for 
Cllr Chambers to go ahead and submit the grant 
application and supported Cllr Chambers to 
attend an advice session on Friday 13 
September with Warwickshire County Council. 
ACTION: Cllr Faye Chambers 

10. VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 

10.1 Roads & Drains 

10.1.1 Sunken Drain – High Street 

Cllr Fry has received feedback from a member 
of public regarding a sunken drain on High 
Street. ACTION: Parish Clerk 

10.1.2 Repaired Drain - Birdingbury Road 

Roy Hitchman reported the drain on 
Birdingbury Road had been repaired.  

10.2 Village Grass Cutting, hedges & trees 

Cllr Chambers advised she has received some 
lovely feedback regarding how good the grass 
cutting was and how tidy the village is looking. 

10.2.1 Spinney Hedge – Playing Field 
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Council - September 

£25K are required by the 
National Association of Local 
Councils to be placed on the 
contract finder website. 

10.3.3 H&S Compliance 

Dinyar Baria (MPFA Chair) is 
completing a risk assessment of 
the pavilion and speaking to the 
Fire Service regarding Fire 
Safety. All electrical items have 
been PAT tested and a first aid 
box and accident book is in 
place. Playground inspections 
are up-to-date and the 
independent external 
playground inspection is 
scheduled for September.   

10.4 Street Lighting 

Roy Hitchman was thanked for 
providing a comprehensive map 
of Marton streetlights.  Two 
streetlights identified in Louisa 
Ward Close are next on the list 
for replacement. The Parish 
Council authorised the 
replacement of one of the 
lamps before the end of the 
year. ACTION: Roy Hitchman 

10.5 Footpaths  

Nothing to report currently.  

10.6 Noel Crane plaque and tree 
re-planting in the Churchyard 

The Crossroads charity has been 
in contact with the Parish 
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Council to ask about a plaque which was placed 
in the church along with a tree which was 
planted. Cllr Chambers to pass details onto the 
church warden. ACTION: Cllr Faye Chambers 

11. FINANCE 

11.1 As of Bank statement dated 15 August 
2019 

Current Account  £8,721.02 

Deposit Account  £0.00 

Total              £8,721.02 

11.3  2018/2019 end of year accounts 

The accounts were signed off and submitted by 
the revised deadline of Monday 19 August. All 
documents are on www.martonvillage.com. 

The Period of Public Rights is Tuesday 27 August 
– Monday 7 October for members of the public 
to inspect the accounts.  

12.3 Meeting Dates for 2020 

Initial dates being put forward for Parish Council 
meetings in 2020 

To be reviewed and confirmed in the November 
meeting. 

Tuesday 14 January, Tuesday 10 March, Tuesday 
12 May (APM & AGM), Tuesday 14 July, Tuesday 
8 September, Tuesday 10 November 

ACTION ALL 

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

None  

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 12 November, 19.30 at 
Marton War Memorial Hall. 

 



They have offered to talk to 

the Parish Council about their 

plans all of which are still at 

the planning stage. They are 

only now starting to contact 

neighbouring  landowners to 

discuss what they want to do, 

and also how they might go 

about getting access with 

machinery to carry out 

construction. 

When more information 

becomes available it will be 

reported in future Newsletters, 

including any visits Sustrans 

may make to the parish 

council. 

  Marton News 

Sustrans Route Blue Lias Developments 

Sustrans is now at the stage where they are 

discussing exactly what they are going to do 

along the disused railway line, and which 

parts of it they are going to put a path 

along. It's a very long line and they don't 

have enough funding to do all of it, but 

their preferred option is to do the branch 

line which goes from Offchurch down to 

the Model Village outside Long Itchington, 

and also the main line section between 

Snowford cutting (where the branch line 

splits) and the end of the current open path 

at Birdingbury (see photo below).  

This would therefore include the section 

that passes Marton. 

However, all is still at the planning stage 

and trying to work out exactly how much 

they can afford to do as the funding also 

has to cover repairs to bridges along the 

line, of which there are many. 
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Marton Village Hall 

Events 

 Marton Cinema  
The October film will 
be Tolkien 7.30 for 
8.00 Friday 25 
October; enjoy the film 
with a drink 

 
 

 Retirees’ Tea 
2.00pm Thursday 10 
October 
 
 

 MPFA Race Night (With 
a Difference!)  
7.30 Friday 18 October 
 
 

 200 Club - numbers 
available 15p a week 
per number 
 

 Marton Night Out 2019 
29 & 30 November 
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Marton Cinema 
Friday 25 October 2019 

Tolkien 

7.30pm for 8.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“As a young student, J.R.R. Tolkien finds 

love, friendship and artistic inspiration 

among a group of fellow outcasts. Their 

brotherhood soon strengthens as Tolkien 

weathers the storm of a tumultuous 

courtship with Edith Bratt and the outbreak 

of World War I. These early life experiences 

later inspire the budding author to write the 

classic fantasy novels "The Hobbit" and "The 

Lord of the Rings." . . ” 



MPFA 

M.P.F.A. Race Night  
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  Marton Groups 

Walkers/Nature 

Marton Walkers by Jane 

Marton walking group has 

been established in the village 

for several decades and is still 

going strong.  Although 

named after our village it has 

many members from 

surrounding villages, 

Leamington Spa, Warwick and 

Coventry.  The group meets 11 

times per year (we don’t meet 

in August) on the final Sunday 

in the month and in December 

the group joins up with the 

village Boxing Day walk to 

Hunningham.   The group 

meets at a local pub for 

10.00am and walks a circuit of 

approximately 5 miles, which 

takes about 2 hours.   Upon 

returning to the pub people 

either go home, have a drink 

or a meal.   In the last few 

months we have met at The 

Friendly Inn at Frankton, 

Clarendon Arms in Kenilworth, 

Malt Shovel in Bubbenhall, 

The Boat at Birdingbury Wharf 

and the Crown in Harbury.  If 

you want to join us you 
18 

don’t have to commit to any number of walks 

– just come along when you are available.  

For information on where to meet each 

month or to join the email list please contact 

mikeofmarton@hotmail.com or tel: 632960.  

The next walk takes place on Sunday 27 

October (see diary).   

Marton Nature by Jane: 

Gardeners who love to watch the birds may 

have noticed that by early autumn some 

species are less noticeable and one of these is 

the blackbird.  Their disappearing act is partly 

due to them being more at risk of predation 

whilst they are moulting but also because the 

blackbird may have headed off to the wider 

countryside to take advantage of the late 

bounty of berries.  But during autumn we will 

be joined by migrant blackbirds which could 

have travelled from as far afield as Russia 

searching for a milder winter climate.   Within 

the UK some blackbirds also travel to milder 

areas of the country to spend the winter – 

mailto:mikeofmarton@hotmail.com


NORTHAMPTON MERCURY -

October 1915 

“Wanted, at once.  Shoeing and 

general smith. 

Apply P Hand, Blacksmith, 

Marton.”  

 

Marton Local History 

Group 

Marton Local History group will 

reconvene in October. The first 

talk of the new programme will 

be by Pieta Greaves, who will 

explain how she conserved the 

decorative zinc plaques in the 

church and what she discovered 

about their artistic origins. 

Spot the difference!  

Meeting starts at 7.30 in the 

Village Hall on Monday  28 

October. 

  Marton Groups 

Heritage 

the south west being a favoured area.  But if 

you do spot a black bird in your garden try 

leaving windfall fruit or feed them some 

mealworms, as once the frost sets in they 

will struggle to break into the frozen ground 

in their search for invertebrates.  

Ann’s Marton Archives 
   (by Ann Gregory)  

 COVENTRY TELEGRAPH  

November 1919 

“A valuable bullock belonging to Ebenezer 

Sinclair of Marton having died suddenly,  a 

post mortem examination  was made, and a 

golf ball, 5 inch nail, and a hat pin were 

found in its stomach” 

LEAMINGTON, WARWICK, KENILWORTH 

AND DISTRICT DAILY CIRCULAR 10 May 

1909  

Cook (plain) wanted, wages £15 and 

laundry. Apply Mrs. Marsh, Marton 

(1901 Census - Dr Marsh Surgeon, Mrs. 

Marsh and one servant. (Birdingbury Road) 
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A Busy Heritage Open 

Weekend  

Heritage Open Weekend is 

always the busiest for the 

museum volunteers, two 

whole days on the go, not 

counting the preparation 

beforehand and the tidying 

up afterwards. 

This year was no different but 

the challenge was greatly 

relieved by the wonderful 

weather and the great 

turnout that made the time 

fly by. 

All our normal efforts at 

publicity were given a boost 

Marton Groups 
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by the BBC Coventry & Warwickshire 

morning presenter Vic Minett. She visited 

the museum a couple of weeks beforehand 

(see photo) to record enough material to 

drip feed through the week leading up to 

our open weekend.  

As well as demonstrations of spinning and 

weaving, wood turning, rag rug making and 

corn dolly making, there was our growing 

display of classic vehicles from the village. 

See Miranda’s tractor in the photo above 

and the lovely white Morris 1000 in the 

background. We hope to build on these 

extra attractions next year to keep our 

expanding Facebook fan base happy! 

The reach of the Facebook group includes 

Museum 



Marton Groups 

during the weekend (and 

saved themselves the normal 

£5 per person fee for tea and 

cake and a visit to the 

museum and a tour around 

the village!). Nevertheless, 

most made use of the 

excellent refreshments and 

home-made cakes that were 

provided all weekend by the 

fantastic  volunteers in the 

pavilion. 

Although the ‘museum open’ 

signs have been taken down 

there are plenty of ideas to 

be put into action over the 

winter period. We even had a 

late group visit in the week 

after the museum closed 

from A Rugby WI group -

fortunately the sun shone as 

it always does in Marton. 

If you think you might be able 

to spare a couple of hours 

next summer to do a 

museum shift, the volunteers 

are always looking to expand 

their numbers  

(see contact at the front of 

the Newsletter). 
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the son of George Tims, the museum’s 

founder. David had not visited for quite a while 

so we invited him over (see photo above and 

his impressive BMW bike). He approved the 

many small changes that have been made to 

the presentation of the collection, whilst at the 

same time keeping the feel of the museum as 

George had left it. 

The museum has hosted a number of groups 

over the summer but the Charlecote and 

Hampton Lucy WI (see photo) decided to come 

Museum 



  Marton Church 

Vicar’s Letter 

Thought for the month: 

Dear Friends, 

We recently celebrated our 

Harvest Festival in St Esprit. At 

the beginning of my talk I had 

some fresh produce: a potato, 

corn on the cob, runner 

beans, bananas, garlic, celery 

and I asked, “which was the 

odd one out and why”? After a 

few suggestions, I explained 

that a potato has eyes, ear of 

corn, a hand of bananas, a 

head of garlic is sometimes 

called a foot with a clove 

being a toe and a celery heart. 

All of these ‘body parts’ could 

be used for the care of those 

around us; eyes-to see the 
22 

needs, ears -to be a good listener, a helping 

hand, feet, to travel the extra mile and a 

heart to show love and compassion to all. 

Therefore, the odd one out was the beans, 

because bean stalk!!! 

Being in a rural setting we are quite aware of 

the harvest, when it is due, and the work 

involved. In 1843 the Revd Robert Hawker 

invited his parishioners to a special 

thanksgiving service for the harvest at his 

church at Morwenstow in Cornwall and so 

the annual custom of decorating churches 

with home-grown produce for the Harvest 

Festival service was born. And yet looking at 

the way we give thanks today, it is very 

different to those services of the past. Gone 

are the abundance of home-grown produce 

which are now replaced with tinned and 

packet food for the foodbank.  

As we wander around our local supermarkets 

and see the abundance of food available to 

us, do we sometimes take it for granted and 

find ourselves grumbling when we can’t find 

our favourite cheese or brand of coffee? And 

even though we know that there is enough 

food to feed the world, sometime human 

stewardship fails, and many go hungry.  

We are all stewards of this earth and we are 

responsible for its care and its resources. 

There are lots of ways that we as individuals 



Marton Church 

Church News can help. Why not get involved with any of 

the recycling that is happening locally, try to 

cut down when buying on both packaging and 

potential food waste, continue to put 

donations of unwanted clothes and furniture 

for ‘Carriers of Hope’ in the church and if you 

are shopping in the local supermarket then 

donate for the foodbank in the basket 

provided, Tesco will add to your donation 

before passing on the food. 

The care of our world is a global task, but if 

we can all play a part in this, we can make a 

difference.                                                  

           Every blessing, Jane                                                                                                                                                                              

       (Revd Jane Everitt) 

Church Information  

HARVEST COLLECTION for SOUTHAM 

FOODBANK -THANKS 

Thanks to everyone who donated dried and 

tinned goods, following our Harvest appeal 

(see photo).  

Your gifts were taken to the 

Southam Foodbank and were 

very greatly appreciated.  

 

CHURCHYARD THANKS 

Thanks to everyone who came 

along to tidy and prune the 

churchyard on 14 September . 

Although we employ 

professional grass-cutters we 

very much appreciate 

volunteer support to keep the 

graves looking smart.  The 

next churchyard working party 

will be Saturday 12 October 

10.00 -12.30. Please bring 

your own equipment (we have 

two grass strimmers which 

can be used).  Any 

accompanying children must 

be closely supervised at all 

times. 

 

MARTON ART 

Huge thanks to Joan Sherratt 

for organising this year’s show 

and to everyone who has 

donated raffle prizes, baked 

cakes or supported this major 

fundraiser in any way. We 
23 



  Marton Church 

Church News 

hope to see many friends both 

from the village and further 

away over the first weekend in 

October (4- 6) . 

 

BOOK SWAPS 

We are always delighted to 

receive donations of recent, 

pristine paperbacks. At times 

we have to thin our stock as 

unfortunately we have limited 

storage in the bookcases and 

books left on the stonework 

deteriorate quickly. Thank you 

for your understanding. 

 

NEXT MESSY CHURCH 

Messy Church will meet on 

Sunday 24 November at Holy 

Trinity Church, Long Itchington 

3.00-5.00pm. 

All children, accompanied by 

an adult are very welcome. 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS  

Our regular church coffee 

mornings are on the fourth 

Thursday of the month from 

10.30am in church.  Everyone 

is very welcome at this 
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friendly 

community event. 

Don’t be shy… it’s 

not just for 

churchgoers nor is 

it ladies only! 

Save the date: 

Thursdays 24 October and 28 November. 



Marton Adverts 

Church News  
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 Marton Adverts  

     Local Display  

 

Village News 
Local Business based in Marton 

We provide an EARLY and RELIABLE Newspaper 
and Magazine delivery service 

For more details please contact Zena Richards on 
01926 633138 or 07788991933 



     Local Display  

tradition of Marton Service 

Station. A couple have left 

copies of documents with us 

for display in Reception. We're 

now building our own stories 

and mementoes to extend that 

tradition into the future. Why 

not come down and have a 

chat? 

Incidentally, if you do turn up 

on spec and it seems as if 

we're not around, please call 

the office number. We may be 

delivering a customer vehicle, 

conducting a road test or 

simply grabbing a bit of lunch. 

 The phone doesn't just     
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Marton Garage Cont. 

“...We can source hard to find or even 

unique items as well as regular tyres, 

exhausts and brake parts. We can 

guarantee our work on sophisticated 

computerised transmissions or build you a 

'new' Morris Minor. We can weld, braze, 

solder, forge, cast, roll, etch, plate or even 

3D print material! We've even been invited 

to exhibit our own vehicles at all manner of 

events, including the Goodwood Revival 

Race Meeting (that is a great weekend!). 

We do have courtesy cars available, should 

the work required on your vehicle mean 

that you are unable to plan to be 

somewhere. Please ask a member of staff 

for more details. We have customers as far 

afield as Coventry, Warwick, Northampton 

and The New Forest that have taken 

advantage of this service. 

Some of our local customers have brought 

in artefacts that are a testament to the 



  Marton Extra 

Marton Ads 

 

(Cover picture courtesy of  David) 
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ring in Marton, but gets transferred within our 

network to any available member of staff. If it 

rings out, then please leave a message and we 

will get back to you. 

Our core hours are 9am 'til 5pm Monday-

Friday, but we can usually help an hour 

outside that and at other times by prior 

arrangement.“ 

Arthur 

Babysitters List 

Please contact the people below if you need a 

babysitter (negotiate price with the individuals). If you 

wish to offer your services as a babysitter (£1 for the 

year), contact Faye on 632114. 

Numbers deleted 

NB This list is for village use and only and includes only  

village babysitters 



 Marton Contacts

Outside the village 

 

 

Emergency Contacts 
    Gas:       0800 111 999  

    Water:      0800 7834444 

    Electricity:     0800 0568090 

    Floodline:     0845 988 1188  

    NHS Direct:     111  
 

Rugby Borough Council       01788 533533   

           www.rugby.gov.uk 

Warwickshire County Council      01926 410410   
           www.warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Councillors 
 

Borough Councillor   Emma Crane      07956895529   
   

County Councillor    Howard Roberts    01788 519603 

           cllrroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk   

Member of Parliament 
    Jeremy Wright (Conservative)  01926 853650   
           jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk   
 

Warwickshire Police 
Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team 
 

To contact the team directly (not for reporting a crime) 01788 853851   

To report a crime or any suspicious incident   101 

In an emergency        999 

Email: rrs.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

Twitter: @RugbyCops 
     

Rugby Police Station, Newbold Road, Rugby,  
Warwickshire, CV21 2DH 

 
Rugby Anti-Social Behaviour Wardens    0800 096 8800 

http://www.rugby.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/



