
  Marton Newsletter 

September 2015 



 

 Marton contacts 

 Inside the village 
 

Marton Parish Council  
Clerk      Selina Turner    01788 310113  
            selinaturner 34@gmail.com 

Chairman     David Fry   01926 632936  

             

Vice Chairman    Michael Koch   01926 633177 

Councillors     Faye Chambers  01926 632114 

       Roy Hitchman   01926 633165  

       Rob Lummis   01926 632777  

Village Organisations 
Marton Newsletter  (Editorial)  Selina Turner    01788 310113  

Marton Newsletter (Advertising) Sharon Edwards  01926 632645 

Playing Field Association  Sarah Dodd   tatumsarah@hotmail.com 

Neighbourhood Watch  Cath Malin   Via PCSO Seal 

Village Hall     Cate Cooke   01926 633788 
                   martonvillagehall@live.co.uk 

Bingo      Ann Landsbury  01926 633406 

Cricket Club    Alan Naylor   01926 633229 

Marton Museum    Bobbie Bolam   01926 634841 

Local History    Andy Bolam   01926 634841 

Marton Art     Joan Sherratt   01926 632837 

Marton Walkers    Mike Johnson   01926 632960 

Pig Club     Andrew Cooke  01926 633788 

Brownies     Elizabeth Murray  01926 815466 

Church Warden    Janet Paget   01926 632509  

       Jenny Walsh   01926 632547 

Dog Warden    Andrea Jacques             01926 632799 

Snow Warden    Graham Wood  01926 632610 

Website 

www.martonvillage.com email:                       newsletter@martonvillage.com 

Join Marton group email and find out the news as it happens or circulate your requests or 

offers.  If you want to be added to the group contact:                admin@martonvillage.com 

 

 



   Marton Diary 

          Diary Dates 

Marton Village Hall 

Every Tuesday (During term time)  

Brownies     6.15 - 7.15 

 

Every Thursday  

Target Fitness   7.00 - 8.00 

 

Every Friday Fortnight 

Bingo   8.00 - 9.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB Please note the deadline 
for the October Newsletter 
will be Saturday 19 
September 2015.  

1 

September 

  4       Bingo             20.00                

  6     Heartbeat        10.30 

     ‘In the Spirit’         18.30  

  8     Marton Parish Council      19.30 

  9     Village Hall AGM       19.30 

10       Retirees  Afternoon Tea           14.00 

11       Mobile Library        11.00  

12  Marton Village Show 

12-13  Museum Open Weekend 

13     Family Service celebrating  

           Marton Village Show             10.30        

15     Church Coffee Morning     10.30 

18     Bingo             20.00     

20     Heartbeat                 10.30 

20       Marton Cinema       20.00 

27        Marton Walkers       10.00 

27        Holy Communion           10.30  

 

October  

  2       Mobile Library        11.00      

  2       Bingo         20.00 

  2-4     Marton Art Festival 

  4     Harvest Festival Evensong      18.30     

  8     Retirees  Afternoon Tea          14.00      

11  Harvest Festival Family Service      10.30   

16     Bingo             20.00                                 

18     Heartbeat                 10.30 

20        Church Coffee Morning              10.30 

23        Mobile Library        11.00 

25     Holy Communion       10.30        

25        Marton Walkers       10.00 

30     Bingo             20.00                            

 



  Marton News 

Newsbites 

Late arrival of the 

Newsletter 

The Newsletter is late this 

month because the printing 

facilities were not available 

until the second week of 

September. Hopefully all will 

be back to normal next month. 

Zena & The Post Office 

Unfortunately there is no 

news about the future of our 

post office, but negotiations 

between Princethorpe Service 

Station and the Post Office 

authorities continue. Do note 

that even when the post office 

closes Zena will be continuing 

with her newspaper service. 

‘A Few’ Issues Raised at 

the July Parish Council 

meeting 

This was a very busy meeting 

with much discussion of 

various village issues that 

lasted almost until midnight! A 

summary of the topics covered 

can be found in the Minutes 

on pages 4 - 8. Also note 
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the next meeting on Tuesday 8 September 

will have probably happened before you 

receive this Newsletter, however, the Agenda 

is always posted on the village website in 

advance of the meeting and the Minutes will 

follow as soon as they become available. 

Dogs in Church Field 

Although this is a public footpath it does go 
across private land where the owner keeps a 
variety of animals. It is important that dogs 
are kept on their leads. A chicken recently 
died after being mauled by a dog. 

Dog Fouling This was raised as being a 
particular problem on the playing field, 

(especially noticeable when 
cricket matches are being 
played) and near the five-a-
side goalposts where 
children regularly play.  

Subsequently there has been 
an unfortunate incident following dog fouling 
in the playground area. This is all the more 
concerning because it was thought that 
adequate measures were in place to keep 
dogs out.  There have also been more recent 
reports of incidents of fouling around the 
village streets. 

There was a spate of incidents about a year 
or so ago and the matter was well publicised 
so it is disappointing that after a spell of 
improvement matters have come to a head 
again. 



A new street light in 
Shepherd Street  After a 
delay in connecting the 
electricity Marton has its first 
very low consumption LED 
street light. This was the 
latest light to be updated as 
part of the long term plan to 
address the problem of 
Marton’s ageing and 
inefficient street lights. Only 
recently have LED light been 
available at a reasonable 
cost. They also benefit from 

very low running costs. They 
have a bright white light but 
it is very well directed so 
even buildings close by 
should be less effected by 
stray light than before. 
 

Newsbites continued on  
page 26 . . . 

 

  Marton News 

Newsbites Please keep your eyes open for any dogs that 
are wandering about unsupervised (or even 
with their owners who fail to pick up any 
deposits). Andrea, our village dog warden’s 
number is on the inside front cover. 

Car Parking in the Village 

This is also an issue that has cropped up 
before. There is no simple solution as  the 
streets of Marton are inadequate to cope with  
household of one or two cars (or more). In 
general most parts of the village come to an 
accommodation whereby nobody is seriously 
inconvenienced and safety of villagers is not 
put at risk. However, there is the occasional 
problem of blocked access and dangerous 
parking. This can be caused by visitors to 
residents rather than residents themselves. 

The parish council have limited powers in 
this matter and the police will only get 
involved in extreme cases. So most of the 
time it is down to common sense and good 
neighbourliness. 

Please: 

 Avoid blocking/partially blocking driveways 

 Avoid restricting vision, especially near 
junctions 

 Avoid parking on pavements so that 
mobility scooters/pushchairs cannot pass 
or have to go into the road 

 Avoid creating too narrow a gap for any 
larger vehicles  (e.g.  A fire engine) 

Now Some Positive Developments . . . 
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  Marton Parish 

Council 

Summary of the Minutes of 
Marton Parish Council Meeting 
held 7.30pm on 12 July 2015, at 
Marton Village Hall 

(NB Draft only- formal approval 
of the minutes will take place at 
the next MPC meeting) 

 

OPEN FORUM 

Colin Stephens has made a 
request for a note to be 
placed in the next newsletter 
asking that all dogs are kept 
on a lead when walking 
through his Church Field. This 
request comes after one of his 
chickens was killed by a dog. 
Action – Add to next 
newsletter. 

A request has been made for 
some additional numbers such 
as the village dog warden and 
all hospital numbers to 
feature in the Newsletter. 
With the limited space and 
the rising costs, it was agreed 
this might be difficult. Action – 
Investigate possible solutions. 

It was noted dogs are still fouling 
in and around the playing 
field. Problem areas include 
around the goal posts and the 
cricket pitch. . Action – Add to 
next newsletter. 
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Good Neighbourhood Scheme – see Village Issue 
(e.) 

 

POLICE ISSUES  

Crime Report – Had been distributed before the 
meeting. Positively, the report from 
Warwickshire Police suggests zero crimes in 
Marton in the past month, although it would 
appear that all the surrounding villages have 
had issues with incidents. 

Recent crime issues – there was a recent issue 
with 4 wheel drives on the old railway line but 
were caught by the police. 

 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR ISSUES  

Discussion around the future of Dunchurch 
Division Community Forum – see agenda item 
12. 

Cllr Roberts gave feedback on the autumn budget 
statement. 

Reminder of the County Councillor Grants - 
deadline date is in August. A total of £5000.00 
will be allocated. 

Cllr Roberts explained the Delegated Budget he 
can control with regards Highways. He would be 
supportive of any applications considering road 
safety. 

PLANNING MATTERS 

a. R15/0790 - Victoria Cottage Shepherd Street - 

Single storey rear /side extension and detached 
garage – Application approved. Remove from 
agenda. 

VILLAGE ISSUES 

Consider the provision of a defibrillator –  



meeting on previous and 
current trends with regards 
to speed. Not generally 
shown to be an issue 
according to the statistics 
supplied by WCC, there are 
always exceptions with the 
odd driver. Cllr Koch 
reported that he spent 90 
minutes watching traffic 
and the slow down speed 
warning was consistently 
flashing.  

Volume – again not showing a 
significant increase on 
previous checks. It is 
thought that 8,000 vehicles 
pass through each week 
(4,000 in each direction). 
WCC provide statistics and 
speeds monitoring GPS 
tracking devices. It was 
agreed that it was not 
necessary to pay for an 
additional survey. 

It is the nature of the road 
that causes concern, the 
sharp bends make it 
difficult to see and cross 
safely. A 20mph speed limit 
is not allowed on village 
roads and certainly not the 
main road (the former has 
been requested before).  

Possible options for 

  Marton Parish 

Council Cllr Koch presented his findings from the British Heart 
Foundation. 

Helen Keeves as clerk to Priors Marston parish council 
has been through the process of buying a 
defibrillator and gave a presentation explaining the 
process along with the ongoing costs and other 
important considerations.  

Agreed this will be a longer term project as it was not 
as straightforward as was first thought- views from 
villagers need to be gained; information needed on 
how many local villages have them, how many 
times have they been used, how many lives have 
they saved. What are the long term costs and 
training needs and responsibilities of those using 
the equipment; would there be enough volunteers 
to ensure its viability? 

Action - Agreed to gain village views via Parish Plan. 

Thanks was given to Helen for attending and offering 
support with the process. 

Flood Alleviation – Cllr Fry 

River Working Party – lots of effort has been made by 
volunteers within the village to remove obstacles 
in the river Leam. It was confirmed that it is the 
land owner’s responsibility to clear the river that 
passes through their land, but to judge the urgency 
of any work was not always obvious. The impact of 
the work can only be judged when the river is very 
high.  

£5000 WCC Grant – Cllr Fry has sought more 
information on what applications can be made for 
in a practical sense. Cllr Fry will provide more 
information once he has had some feedback. Cllr 
Fry to explore further.  

A423 Traffic 

Speeding – information was shared prior to the 
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  Marton Parish 

Council  

making motorists more aware 
of reducing their speed were 
discussed such as village 
gateways, refuge crossing 
points, red tarmac strips (these 
are being phased out as they 
are too costly to maintain and 
have a short lifespan), school 
crossing patrols (would need 
lights and vision is too poor for 
oncoming traffic), people 
sculptures, poster of people at 
the village edges. But all have 
either significant downsides or 
run into problems of highway 
regulations or cost implications. 
Cllr Roberts offered to support 
as much as he could and 
recognised that we needed 
support on finding ways of 
making the main road through 
the village safer – Action - 
agreed to gain village views via 
the Parish Plan. 

Parking Concerns -  Cllr Fry 

   A number of concerns have 
been raised with parking 
practices within the village, 
including The Orchard, North 
Street and High Street. 
Suggestions for action were 
discussed and we are limited in 
solutions as the village was not 
built/designed to deal with as 
many cars. The idea of a note 
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for windscreens was explored but not seen as 
the preferred option on police advice. Note to 
go in newsletter, reminder about the village 
mission statement ‘be considerate to 
neighbours’. Action – Add to next newsletter. 

Good Neighbourhood Scheme – Cllr Koch/ Open 
forum discussion. The church committee would 
like to work with the parish council to help 
promote and set up a scheme to help those 
with transport problems or other issues where 
support would be welcomed. A lot already 
happens in the village but it is about moving 
that forward. Cllr Lummis can provide 
information from other local village that he 
understands runs a similar scheme. Next steps; 
come up with a plan of what volunteers might 
do, identify possible volunteers, arrange a 
meeting. Action – Church Committee 

Village Risk Assessment 

Review, update and agree – The risk assessment 
was agreed as current and accurate. Alan 
Naylor has a copy on his computer of the most 
recent Playground risk assessment, he will send 
a copy to the parish clerk. 

CiLA Training for Parish Clerk  

The cost and principle was approved by all at the 
meeting. 

Parish Plan – Cllr Fry 

It was agreed that the Parish Plan needs updating 
– Action - Cllr Fry will look at it over the 
summer and present further information for 
the next meeting. 

Local Supplier Market, explore the possibility of 
this being a village service – Cllr Koch. This has 
been explored, there is a reluctance from Local 
Suppliers to attend at weekends as this is their 



there are no issues, all is 
going well.  

Salt Box, Church Street – It 
was agreed that this would 
be changed at the end of 
the season when nearly 
empty. It was suggested 
that we explore whether 
you can just buy the lid. 

Playing Field Committee 
issues  - Cllr Hitchman 

General issues – Cllr 
Hitchman reported that the 
last meetings have been 
taken up with the sports 
days and the planned 
renovations. 

Pavilion renovation update – 
it was reported that the 
plans had been made 
available at the sports day 
but few wanted to see 
them. Concern was 
expressed that some 
people who had wanted to 
see them could not find 
them. Plans shown 
regarding the new design 
layout. Current plans would 
be in the region of 
£20/30,000. Lengthy 
discussion around further 
potential such as solar 
panels, ground source heat 

  Marton Parish 

Council busy period. It was noted that a number of 
suppliers visit the village anyway. Action –issue for 
the Parish Plan questionnaire 

 

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 

Progress on state of  A423 – Cllr Hitchman 

Surface- Cllr Hitchman has had a site meeting with 
highways. Repairs to the Road near Lairhillock 
are now complete. 

Drains – these are only cleaned every two years due 
to funding levels. Outside of the village the drains 
are due to be jetted before the winter. This was 
considered an important issue for close 
monitoring. 

Some areas within the village have been marked for 
repair in the future. It was agreed that patching the 
main road through was not really an option – The 
road will go through the assessment process for a 
possible complete new surface in the next financial 
year. If approved no temporary work will be 
authorised. 

Hedges – There are concerns for the hedge along the 
A423 opposite North Street, we may need support 
from WCC to cut back appropriately and safely, 
home owners would then be billed by WCC. Cllr 
Chambers to speak with property owners. There 
are also concerns with regards over growth and 
pulling out of Barn Lane. This is again the land 
owners’ responsibility. There is concern about the 
hedge on North Street blocking road signs. It was 
agreed that a working party is needed to maintain 
the bushes around the bus stop. Agreed to explore 
what equipment we would need. The cricket club 
may be able to lend us their equipment – Alan 
Naylor to explore. 

Village Grass Cutting – Cllr Hitchman reported that 
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  Marton Parish 

Council 

and using the roof space for 
storage. Current advice is that 
the roof is not strong enough 
and would double the costs. 
Cllr Fry has explored similar 
suggestions for the Museum, 
he will use his contacts to see 
if more extensive work could 
be possible and at what cost. 
Approval was given to 
continue with plans (gaining 
quotes etc.) as they are for 
now. 

Orchard Maintenance 

  - Trees, falling branches – It 
was agreed that RBC would 
be contacted. 

  - Bush progress report – the 
bush that was cut back by 
RBC is showing healthy signs 
of renewal. 

 - New bench – a new bench is 
being donated, we hope to 
use the same supplier as the 
one used to purchase the 
bench in the field.  

  - State of paint on steps – not 
an issue. 

Post Box Maintenance – Cllr 
Fry reported that Royal Mail 
has inspected the post box 
and agreed that it needed 
painting. It will be added to 
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the waiting list for jobs. 

Village Notice Boards – replacement approved in 
general, question over whether we need two of 
them. Suggestions/further information to be sent 
before next meeting.  

Street Lighting 

Database – Cllr Fry circulated prior to the meeting. 

New LED lamppost – Cllr Hitchman reported that 
this has now been installed. We are waiting for 
connection.  

Consideration was given to replacing the next 
priority lamp post. Agreed that we will go ahead 
when Orchard lamp post operation is 
completed.  
 

Next Meeting 8 September 2015 

 

Marton Art 
When you receive this newsletter the village 

produce show will have taken place along with 

the Heritage Open Day weekend. I am sure that 

they will have been a great success. So what is 

the next village event? It is the ART FESTIVAL 

taking place in the church during the weekend 

of October 2,3 and 4. The preview tends to be a 

party where we can socialise, meet the artists 

and have a good look at the exhibits, not to 

mention good food and wine. The cost is £5.00 

and it starts at 6.30 pm on Friday the second. If 

you wish to bring children we can negotiate the 

cost. Saturday and Sunday are free to enter but 



 

 

 

  Marton Art 

Festival 
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we would appreciate donations towards the 

cost of the event and the essential repairs 

needed for this listed 

building. 

Do come, bring your 

friends and see what 

is on offer, enjoy the 

exhibits, maybe make 

some purchases, have 

a go at the raffle and 

stay for a cup of tea, 

coffee and cake. 

We do need help 

during the weekend 

and would be grateful 

for stewards, cakes 

and raffle prizes at 

this the twelfth 

exhibition. Please 

contact Joan with any 

queries or offers via 

the village email, her 

e-mail or phone (all 

the information is on 

the poster). Hope to 

see you there. 

 

 



Village Hall 

Events 

Village Hall News 

Keep your eyes open for the 
coming autumn’s events at 
the Village Hall. 

 Marton Cinema is 
starting up again  in 
September with the 
recent remake of the 
classic ‘Far from the 
Madding Crowd’ (No 
children’s film this time). 
Then in October there is 
an afternoon performance 
of the new Disney remake 
of ‘Cinderella’ followed in 
the evening by ‘Mr 
Holmes’. 

 Rugby World Cup 2015: 
Join in the collective 
commentary whilst 
enjoying the large screen 
experience on 18 Sept, 26 
Sept, 3 Oct, 10 Oct. 

 Bingo every fortnight. 

 Barn Dance  9 October. 

 Marton Theatre with the 
return of Live and Local in 
November (see opposite). 

 Marton Night Out on 4 & 
5 December. 
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Bingo 
Marton Village Hall 8.00  

 
every other Friday 
(18 September & 2 

October) 
Big Prizes and the 

Roll-Over! 
 

Barn Dance 

9 October 

Marton Village 

Hall 



Sunday 20 
September 

Far From The 
Madding Crowd 

(U) 8.00pm 

‘In Victorian England, 

the independent and 

headstrong Bathsheba 

Everdene attracts three 

very different suitors: 

Gabriel Oak, a sheep 

farmer; Frank Troy, a 

reckless Sergeant; and 

William Boldwood, a 

prosperous and mature 

bachelor.’  

Village Hall 

Village Cinema Live and Local: Those Magnificent Men 
Friday 20 November 2015 

The Foundry Group: Those Magnificent Men 
The true story of the first ever non-stop 
transatlantic flight in 1919 with chuckles galore 
as the actors argue over whether to tell their 
story straight or spice things up. A new staging of 
the hit play about British 
pioneering aviators Capt. 
John Alcock and Lt. Arthur 
Whitten Brown and their 
daredevil dash across the 
Atlantic in the tiny open 
cockpit of a converted Vickers 
biplane. In this glorified kite 
they flew from Newfoundland 
through dense fog, sleet, 
snow and hail – sometimes 
upside down – to Ireland and worldwide 
celebrity. 
 Suitable for All (7+) Standard tickets are £9 (£7 
for 65+ and under 16's). Doors open at 7pm with 
licensed bar and show starts at 8pm.  

11 



Marton Walkers 

In July the Marton walkers 

met at the White Lion pub 

in Allesley.  The walk took 

place over Coundon 

Wedge which is significant 

for historic as well as 

visual reasons, being a 

beautiful area of Ancient 

Arden landscape which 

has its origins dating back 

to the Anglo-Saxon period. 

The area also forms part 

of the only remaining 

areas of ancient 

Marton Groups 
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countryside left in Warwickshire.  We also 

visited Allesley Village which is a conservation 

area with a Grade A-listed church, the 16th-

century Rainbow Inn and a number of historic 

buildings.    The morning was concluded by a 

tour of a wildlife haven that has been 

established on Browns Lane before the group 

retired to the 

pub for lunch. 

Marton Walks 

take place on 

the final Sunday 

of the month.  

We meet at a 

local pub and 

walk a circuit of 

5 miles or about 

2 hours.  A meal 

or drink at the pub afterwards is optional.  For 

information on where to meet each month 

please contact mikeofmarton@hotmail.com 

or telephone Mike Johnson on 632960.  The 

date of the next walk is 27 September when 

we will be meeting at Toft Alpaca Farm at 

10.00am for coffee.  The walk will commence 

at 10.30am and conclude by 12.45pm.  An 

optional lunch can be taken at a pub in 

Dunchurch. 

Marton Walkers  



Marton Info 

BROOKSIDE SURGERY 
NEWS 

(Stretton on Dunsmore) 

Wolf Run 2015 

A number of clinical and 
admin staff are planning to 
enter The Wolf Run on 6 
September.  This is a  
hardcore 10k run across 
raw natural terrain, 
including open ground, 
woodland, lakes & thick 
mud 
(www.thewolfrun.com).   

Drs Pete Reeves, Anna 
Kennedy,  Katherine 
Mercer, Juan Corkill along 
with Pat Ditchfield, Karen 
Rogers and Millie 
Hollingsworth will be 
raising money jointly for 
Myton Hospice and Age 
UK.  More details on how 
you can support their 
fundraising will follow next 
month or in the meantime 
there will be a sponsor 
form in reception.   

www.brooksidesurgery.co.uk 
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Marton Nature: Jane 

Wildlife in September  

By September the evenings are well and truly 

drawing in 

but the 

mammals in 

our gardens 

are still active.  

One evening 

garden visitor 

you may 

come across is a hedgehog foraging for food.  This 

“gardener’s friend” loves worms, snails and slugs 

but he also eats mice, dead birds and eggs.  A 

plate of meat-based cat or dog food or some egg 

would be very much appreciated.    Hedgehog 

numbers have decreased by 50% during the last 

10 years so try and help them out by checking 

long grass before strimming, checking bonfires 

before lighting and not using slug pellets. 

Later in the season a hedgehog will go into 

hibernation for the winter so you may want to 

construct a hedgehog hibernation box in a safe 

haven.    A wooden box buried under old leaves 

with a small entrance hole and a covered tunnel 

built with old bricks would provide five star 

accommodation. 

Surgery 

http://www.brooksidesurgery.co.uk


Marton Heritage  

Marton History 

   Ann’s Marton Archives 
  (Marton life from the past as 

uncovered by  Ann Gregory) 

27 August 1857 - 
Leamington Courier 

A LONELY DEATH  

An inquest was held on 
Wednesday 17th instant at 
the Black Horse Inn, Marton, 
on the body of a poor man, 
82 years of age, who had 
been found dead the 
previous evening. The 
deceased had recently lost his 
wife, and had no one to 
attend to him. The Marton 
Parish therefore, paid a 
woman to attend upon him 
morning and evening. 

 
On the Monday preceding his 
death, the woman found him 
lying on the floor apparently 
asleep, and thinking he was 
drunk, succeeded with the 
help of a neighbour, in 
putting him to bed with his 
clothes on. The next morning 
she found him quite dead, 
and his position unchanged. 
The Coroner remarked on the 

impropriety of allowing 
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an aged person to live alone. Several cases of 
death have occurred arising from neglect in not 
obtaining medical assistance at the earliest stage 
of illness.  It is to be regretted that there was 
some proof for supposing the deceased had 
been drinking intoxicating drinks, and therefore 
the jury acquitted the woman of any blame, and 
a verdict was returned accordingly.  

Marton Museum 
The Museum will again 
be participating in the 

national Heritage Open 
Days event for 2015 
which takes place on the 

weekend of the 12 and 13 September.  We 
will be open on the Saturday and Sunday from 
10.30am to 5.00pm and admission will be free. 
Refreshments will be served in the Cricket 
Pavilion.  

There will also be some vintage tractors on site 
and interactive exhibits suitable for the whole 
family. Disabled access is available. Please 
spread the word amongst your friends and 
family and we look forward to seeing you 
there.  This will be our final event of a 
successful summer which has included a stall at 
Birdingbury Show, 
regular Sunday 
opening and 
several group 
visits. 

 



with Susan’s entertaining chat 
about where their music came 
from.  Each legendary lady was 
a pioneer and broke new 
ground laying the foundation 
upon which modern music is 
built upon.  The show is a fun 
evening with great music which 
will appeal to all types of 
audiences, jazz fans or not.   

Marton Events 

Jazz Concert American Jazz Singer in Marton! 

American singer Susan Valliant Speer is bringing 
her original show – The Legendary Ladies of Jazz – 
to Marton on Friday, September 25 at 8:00 pm.  
She has appeared in jazz festivals throughout 
America, and many here in Britain as well including 
Birmingham Jazz Festival, Keswick Jazz Festival and 
several appearances at The Upton Jazz Festival.   
Susan is steeped in the jazz tradition having been 
raised on the music of everything from Ella 
Fitzgerald to Frank Sinatra to Dusty Springfield.  
Growing up in Los Angeles, she even took piano 
lessons from the great Paul Smith who 
was Ella’s accompanist and arranger 
for 25 years.  One of her greatest 
honours came when she was invited 
to sing in the White House for 
President Bill Clinton for the annual 
Christmas celebration, The Pageant of 
Peace.   

The Legendary Ladies of Jazz is an 
original show Susan has written.  She 
will be performing the music of six of 
the greatest jazz divas of the 20th 
century from Bessie Smith to Ella 
Fitzgerald in her own dynamic and 
entertaining style.  The show features 
some of the legendary ladies best 
known and most popular songs with 
many of their original arrangements 
especially recreated for Susan.  Other 
ladies performed will include Peggy 
Lee, Nina Simone, Sophie Tucker and 
Billie Holiday.   Legendary Ladies tells 
the story of each woman’s life and 
times through their music interwoven 
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  Fit Marton  

Marton Cricket 

Marton Cricket Club Vs 

The Melbourne Reds 

Saturday July 4  turned out to 

be a lovely day for cricket. 

Kyrone, our Aussie Martonian 

and captain, won the toss and 

Marton Cricket club batted 

first. After the allotted 35 

overs Marton had amassed 

179 runs, a very competitive 

total indeed!  

After a short break for tea and 

cakes, the Melbourne Reds 

went in to bat and faced 

some very good bowling from 

the Marton bowling squad. So 

much so that the Reds were 

all out for 122 runs after 34.4 

overs and Marton had won! 

The match was over but the 

day wasn't as a short time 

later, we all enjoyed a hearty 

meal and some great 

entertainment in our village 

hall. Many thanks to the 

players and ladies who 
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helped with the food etc and made the day 

even 

more 

special. 

After 

the 

meal, a 

short 

presentation speech by our Chairman Stuart 

Sweet and the Melbourne Reds were 

presented with a Trophy momento for the 

day. The Reds senior Captain, Alex, then 

presented a Melbourne Reds Club Cap to our 



whole day had surpassed their 

expectations and had 

provided a memorable day for 

them all". 

That was the best result of all 

(well almost!) 

PS A special thanks to Jim for 

his very stylish MVCC smiling 

sun sign which gets hung over 

the Louisa Ward Close sign on 

every home match day and 

points the way to the game for 

the opposition visitors. 

  Fit Marton  

Marton Cricket very own Harry Lummis for taking two 

"Aussie scalps" in his important bowling 

session. 

Many thanks to our game sponsor, Main Line 

Timber for their generosity, everyone 

certainly appreciated it. 

And finally, many thanks to Neil Lawson, (our 

opening batsman) who, as a member of a 

band The High Flying Aces, performed some 

great music and entertainment which had us 

all "rocking all over the world!"  

Everyone had a great day's cricket, played in 

good spirit and when the Aussies finally left 

us around 11.00 pm the Reds said "the 
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Closed, a little bit open 

or fully bloomed?  

In August I celebrated a 

“Significant Birthday.” 

Kind friends and family 

assured me that “age is 

just a number” but when 

I looked at the big 60 on 

the cards I couldn’t help 

feeling that this year it 

was a rather large 

number!!  

Like it or not, we are all 

getting older. You are 

older now than when 

you first started reading 

this and there is 

  Marton Church 
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nothing you can do about it. Yes, there is 

Botox and Plastic Surgery if you can afford it 

and of course you can give yourself a bit of a 

“makeover” if you want, but the years still roll 

by. 

The Bible says that “All people are like grass 

and all their glory is like the flowers of the 

field; the grass withers and the flowers fall”. 

Whatever we do, we will eventually wither and 

fall and die. There is nothing we can do about 

it. However this verse from 1 Peter 1:24-25 

ends with the words “…but the word of the 

Lord endures forever and this is the word that 

was preached to you” and that can give us 

hope. 

The band Queen once sang “Who wants to live 

forever? There's no chance for us, it's all 

decided for us, this world has only one sweet 

moment set aside for us” and many people live 

their lives thinking this. Christianity says, 

through the Word of the Lord which endures 

forever, that we can live forever with God, but 

this is solely dependent on the choices that we 

make in this life. In the Bible in John 3:16 it 

declares that “God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have 

Vicar’s Letter 
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us and it's decided by us 

by how we respond to 

Jesus. So are you closed, a 

little bit open or fully 

bloomed? If you want to 

learn how to bloom then 

we can help you at Church. 

It’s what we are here for 

and why we exist!  

      Rev Rob Rogers 

As there is currently no 

Priest In Charge of St 

Esprit, if you would like to 

talk through any church or 

faith related issues please 

contact Janet or Jenny 

(details inside the front 

cover). 
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eternal life”. Who wants to live forever? There's a 

chance for us, it's decided by us, this world has 

many sweet moments set aside for us and even 

more in the world to come, but only if we have 

accepted that Jesus has died for us, have asked 

Him to be part of our lives and have decided to 

follow Him. 

I spent my birthday in Austria which is a place 

where there are lots of Sunflowers. Like all 

flowers they go through various stages of 

development. In a way people are a bit like 

flowers in terms of how they respond to Jesus. 

Some are tightly closed, refusing to allow 

themselves to come into bloom. Others are a little 

bit open, but never quite get to that stage of fully 

opening up to Jesus. Others are fully bloomed. 

They have responded to the call of Jesus. He’s 

part of their life and they follow Him in Word and 

Deed. 

Who wants to live forever? There's a chance for 

Vicar’s Letter 



 Marton Church 

Church News 

Church Information 

Cleaning  

September  -  Megan & 

    Verity  

October   -  Karen 

Service 

September   -  Audrey   

October    -  Karen 

Flowers 

September -  Myra 

October    -  Linda Deeley 

 

 

MARTON HOUSE GROUP: 

meets at 8pm on a 

Wednesday in Marton to 

share experiences and 

faith, discuss and pray for 

our village community.  

Please contact Janet Paget 

or Jenny Walsh if you are 

interested to know more 

or attend regularly or 

irregularly. 
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MARTON ART  2 – 4 OCTOBER 

Many thanks to Joan Sherratt 

and Bill Buckler who once 

again have been working hard 

to ensure this enjoyable art 

festival will take place and 

raise funds for essential 

building repairs at St Esprit. 

We will be holding a Preview Evening on Friday 3 

October from 6:30pm. Tickets will cost £5 and 

include a glass of wine and canapés. On Sunday 

October 4 we will be holding our traditional 

“Harvest Festival Evensong” at 6.30pm where we 

will be joined by the Windmill Singers. 

If you would like to donate a prize for the raffle 

please contact Audrey Bailey Gibson on 01926 

633282. 

Further information about the event is detailed in 

this newsletter. 

HARVEST COLLECTIONS for SOUTHAM 

FOODBANK 

We will be collecting tinned goods which will be 

donated to Southam Foodbank throughout 

October as part of our Harvest Thanksgiving 

celebrations. If you are unable to join us at a 

church service you are welcome to place a 

donation in the collection boxes at the back of 
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church and next to the altar. 

ALTAR KNEELERS 

We are very grateful to Joan Sherratt for repairing 

our wonderful altar kneelers which 

have been damaged by damp.   

STONEWORKS 

Essential repairs and repointing to the 

exterior tower and chancel walls will 

continue in late September and 

October. This will not necessitate 

scaffolding and the stonemasons have 

assured us that they will do everything they can to 

minimise disruption in the churchyard. 

COFFEE MORNINGS  

Our regular church coffee mornings 

are on the third Tuesday of the month 

from 10:30am in 

church.  Everyone is 

very welcome at 

this friendly 

community event. Don’t be shy… it’s 

not just for churchgoers nor is it ladies only! 

Dates for your diary: Tuesday September 15 and 

Tuesday October 20. 

 

CLEANING and FLOWER ROTA  

We are now preparing new 

rotas for both cleaning and 

flowers for the remainder 

of 2014 and 2015.   

 

If you wish to volunteer for 

either rota, change your 

month or are unable to 

continue could you please 

let Janet Paget know- 
21 
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FENSA  

Registered 
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Pilates with Amy 
 

Pilates Wednesday 
7.30pm  

 
Long Itchington School 

 
Contact Amy to book your place: 07411 116839  

g4pilates@gmail.com 
www.g4pilates.com 

mailto:g4pilates@gmail.com
http://www.g4pilates.com
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(Thanks to Faye for our cover picture) 

  Marton News 

Extra 

The Return of the Drain 
Jetters 

Despite supposedly clearing 
the drains on the main road, 
the task was not very 
efficiently done. After 
chasing up by Cllr Hitchman 
not only have they been re-
jetted, but a long term 
problem of a blocked drain 
opposite Birdingbury road 
has been solved by the 
installation of a new drain. 
There are a few other places 
in the village that might 
benefit from jetting that are 
being addressed. 

Refreshed Road Markings 

At the end of August our 
rather tired white lines in 
the village were renewed 
which might help to improve 

parking discipline. 
26 

You say Pétanque we say Boules 
Here’s another good news story thanks to the 
Marton Playing Fields Association. They  have 
recently installed a Pétanque/boules court 
which is available for anyone from the village to 
use. They are also trying to arrange an inaugural 
boules competition date sometime in the near 
future but in the meantime, do use it and get 
some practice ahead of that competition. 

If anyone has a set of steel boules which they 
could donate for village use, the Playing Fields 
Association would be very grateful. 

As a reminder, they already have children's 
tennis bats/balls, rounders, table tennis, kwik 
cricket and frisbee equipment in the pavilion 
and if anyone wishes to use it, please do contact 
one of the committee members who can 
arrange access etc. given a little notice.  

If you 
wish to 
hire the 
use of the 
pavilion 
for a 
children's 
party or 
activity 
afternoon 

for example, the pavilion and facilities are also 
available for hire at a small cost of £5 per hour. 
Contact Sara Dodd who handles the pavilion 
bookings. 



 Marton Contacts

Outside the village 

 
Emergency Contacts 
    Gas:        0800 111 999  

    Water:       0800 7834444 

    Electricity:      0800 0568090 

    Floodline:      0845 988 1188  

    NHS Direct:      111  
 

Rugby Borough Council        01788 533533   

    www.rugby.gov.uk 

Warwickshire County Council       01926 410410  
   www.warwickshire.gov.uk 
 

Councillors 
 

Borough Councillor Emma Crane       Awaiting details 
     

County Councillor  Howard Roberts     01788 579603 

   cllrroberts@warwickshire.gov.uk   

Member of Parliament 
    Jeremy Wright (Conservative)   01926 853650  
   jeremy.wright.mp@parliament.uk   

 

Warwickshire Police 
    County Headquarters    01926 415000 

    Rugby Police Station    01788 541111 

 

Rugby Rural South – Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant    Phil Pawsey                01788 853851   

philip.pawsey@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk     01788 541111   

    Voicemail:       ext 10909   

Police Officer           Hazel Busch      01788 853851  
hazel.busch@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk      01788 541111    
   Voicemail:        ext 11534 
Police Community Support Officer  
    Helena Seal      01788 853851 
helena.seal@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk      01788 541111 
http://www.warwickshire.police.uk      
 

Rugby Anti-Social Behaviour Wardens     0800 096 8800 

http://www.rugby.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
http://www.warwickshire.police.uk



